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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 151
By Representative Bainter

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to water quality; anending s.
376.307, F.S.; providing that certain persons
may be entitled to subsidies or filters from
the Water Quality Assurance Trust Fund under
certain circunstances; anending s. 373. 309,
F.S.; authorizing the Departnent of
Envi ronmental Protection to establish criteria
for the acceptance of certain water quality
testing results; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section
376. 307, Florida Statutes, as anended by chapter 96-321, Laws
of Florida, is anended to read:

376.307 Water Quality Assurance Trust Fund.--

(1) The Water Quality Assurance Trust Fund is intended
to serve as a broad-based fund for use in responding to
i ncidents of contam nation that pose a serious danger to the
qgual ity of groundwater and surfacewater resources or otherw se
pose a serious danger to the public health, safety, or
wel fare. Moneys in this fund may be used:

(e) To restore or replace contami nated private potable
water wells or water systens. However, funds used as provided
in this paragraph nust be expended for water supply systens or
filters for contam nated potable water wells only as foll ows:

1. Persons who have contam nated potable water wells
that were permitted and constructed after January 1, 1989, in
accordance with standards adopted under s. 373.309 are
eligible for:
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a. Subsidies to connect to existing water supply
systens or extensions thereof. However, the subsidy may not
exceed the present worth of the 10-year cost of providing and
mai ntaining filters for residents served by the connections;
or

b. Filters and filter nmintenance to provide treatnment
for water from contaminated wells sufficient to ensure its
potability. However, a filter nmay not be provided for a
pot abl e water well designed to provide water to a househol d
that is part of a subdivision or devel opnent of a size that
woul d, according to the departnent, be nore effectively served
by a water supply system if the subdivision or devel oprnent
received its devel opnent order after January 1, 1989.

2. Subsidies to devel op new water supply systens to be
permitted and constructed after January 1, 1989, in accordance
wi th standards adopted pursuant to s. 373. 309 because of
actual or potential contami nation of potable water wells.
However, a subsidy nay not exceed one-half of the present
worth of the 10-year cost of providing and maintaining filters
for the residents to be served by the system

3. The nost cost-effective renedy, as determ ned by
the departnent, for wells drilled before January 1, 1989.

4. Persons permtting and constructi ng potabl e water

wells on or after July 1, 1996, in accordance with standards

adopted pursuant to s. 373.309 because of actual or potential

contam nation, may be eligible for

a. Subsidies or filters as identified in

sub- subparagraphs 1.a. and b.; or

b. Subsidies for any increased costs associated with

pot abl e water well construction pursuant to s.
373.309(1)(e)4., provided that no such subsidy shall exceed
2
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one-half the cost of the well including testing, or one-half

the present worth of the 10-year cost of providing and

mai ntaining filters for the residents to be served by said

wel |, whichever is |less, provided that the household is not

part of a subdivision or devel opnent of a size that woul d,

according to the departnent, be nore effectively served by a

wat er supply system if such subdivision or devel opnent

received its devel opnent order on or after July 1, 1996.

Section 2. Paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of section
373.309, Florida Statutes, as anended by chapter 96-321, Laws
of Florida, is anended to read:

373.309 Authority to adopt rules and procedures. --

(1) The departnent shall adopt, and may fromtine to
time amend, rul es governing the |ocation, construction
repair, and abandonnment of water wells and shall be
responsible for the admnistration of this part. Wth respect
thereto, the departnent shall

(e) Encourage prevention of potable water well
contam nati on and pronote cost-effective renedi ation of
contam nated potable water supplies by use of the Water
Qual ity Assurance Trust Fund as provided in s. 376.307(1)(e)
and establish by rule:

1. Delineation of areas of groundwater contam nation
for inplenentation of well l|ocation and construction, testing,
permtting, and clearance requirenents as set forth in
subparagraphs 2., 3., 4., 5., and 6. The departnent shall nake
avail able to water managenent districts, regional planning
councils, the Departnent of Health and Rehabilitative
Services, and county building and zoni ng departnents, naps or
other information on areas of contam nation, including areas
of ethyl ene di brom de contanination. Such maps or other
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information shall be nade available to property owners,
realtors, real estate associations, property appraisers, and
ot her interested persons upon request and upon paynent of
appropriate costs.

2. Requirenents for testing for suspected
contam nation in areas of known contam nation, as a
prerequisite for clearance of a water well for drinking
purposes. The departnent is authorized to establish criteria

for acceptance of water quality testing results fromthe

Departnent of Health and Rehabilitative Services and

| aboratories certified by the Departnent of Health and

Rehabilitative Services, and is authorized to establish

requi renents for sanple collection quality assurance.

3. Requirenents for mandatory connection to avail abl e
pot abl e water systens in areas of known contam nation, wherein
the departnent may prohibit the permtting and construction of
new pot able water wells.

4. Location and construction standards for public and
all other potable water wells pernitted in areas of
contam nation. Such standards shall be designed to mnimze
the effects of such contam nation

5. A procedure for pernmitting all potable water wells
in areas of known contami nation. Any new water well that is to
be used for drinking water purposes and that does not neet
construction standards pursuant to subparagraph 4. nust be
abandoned and pl ugged by the owner. WAter nmanagenent districts
shal | inplenent, through del egation fromthe departnent, the
permtting and enforcenent responsibilities of this
subpar agr aph.

6. A procedure for clearing for use all potable water
well's, except wells that serve a public water supply system
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1|in areas of known contamination. If contam nants are found

2 | upon testing pursuant to subparagraph 2., a well nmay not be

3| cleared for use without a filter or other neans of preventing
4| the users of the well from being exposed to del eterious

5| anmobunts of contami nants. The Departnment of Health and

6 | Rehabilitative Services shall inplenent the responsibilities
7 | of this subparagraph

8 7. Fees to be paid for well construction pernits and
9| clearance for use. The fees shall be based on the actual costs
10 | incurred by the water managenent districts, the Departnent of
11| Health and Rehabilitative Services, or other politica

12 | subdivisions in carrying out the responsibilities related to
13 | potable water well permitting and cl earance for use. The fees
14 | shall provide revenue to cover all such costs and shall be set
15| according to the follow ng schedul e:

16 a. The well construction pernit fee may not exceed

17 | $500.

18 b. The clearance fee may not exceed $50

19 8. Procedures for inplenenting well-Ilocation

20 | construction, testing, permtting, and clearance requirenents
21| as set forth in subparagraphs 2.-6. within areas that research
22 | or nonitoring data indicate are vulnerable to contam nation
23| with nitrate, or areas in which the departnent provides a

24 | subsidy for restoration or replacenment of contam nated

25 | drinking water supplies through extendi ng existing water |ines
26 | or devel opi ng new wat er supply systens pursuant to s.

27| 376.307(1)(e). The departnent shall consult with the Florida
28 | Ground Water Association in the process of devel oping rules
29 | pursuant to this subparagraph

30
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Al'l fees and funds collected by each del egated entity pursuant
to this part shall be deposited in the appropriate operating
account of that entity.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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