Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1549
By Representative Edwards

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to notor vehicle insurance;

3 anmending s. 318. 1451, F. S.; providing for

4 i mposi ng an assessnent fee for an additiona

5 driver inprovenent course; creating s. 627. 065,

6 F.S.; providing for reducing certain notor

7 vehi cl e i nsurance preniuns for successfu

8 conpl etion of a specified driver inprovenent

9 course; providing criteria and linitations;

10 providing for a certificate of conpletion

11 provi di ng application; anending s. 627.727,

12 F.S.; specifying application of a presunption

13 anmending s. 627.728, F.S.; specifying criteria

14 for electronic notice; anmending s. 627.7288,

15 F.S.; clarifying a deductible provision

16 creating s. 627.72951, F.S.; authorizing

17 tenporary binding of notor vehicle insurance

18 coverage under certain circunstances; providing

19 an effective date.
20
21| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
22
23 Section 1. Subsection (4) of section 318.1451, Florida
24 | Statutes, is anended to read:
25 318. 1451 Driver inprovenent schools. --
26 (4) In addition to a regular course fee, an assessnent
27 | fee in the anpbunt of $2.50 shall be collected by the schoo
28 | from each person who elects to attend a course, as it relates
29 | to ss. 318.14(9), 322.0261, and 322.291, and 627.065, which
30| shall be remitted to the Departnent of H ghway Safety and
31| Motor Vehicles and deposited in the Hi ghway Safety Operating
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Trust Fund to adnminister this programand to fund the genera
operations of the departnent.

Section 2. Section 627.065, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

627.065 |nsurance discounts for persons conpleting

driver inprovenent course. --

(1) Any rates, rating schedules, or rating nmanuals for

the liability, personal injury protection, and collision

coverages of a motor vehicle insurance policy filed with the

departnent may provide for an appropriate reduction in prem um

charges as to such coverages when the principal operator on

the covered vehicle has successfully conpleted a driver

i mprovenent course approved and certified by the Departnment of

H ghway Safety and Mdtor Vehicles which is effective in

reduci ng crash or violation rates pursuant to the provisions
of s. 318.1451(5). Any discount, not to exceed 10 percent,
used by an insurer is presuned to be appropriate unless

credi bl e data denpnstrates ot herw se

(2) The premiumreduction authorized by this section

shal|l be effective for an insured for a 3-year period after

successful conpletion of the approved course, except that the

insurer nay require, as a condition of maintaining the

di scount, that the insured:

(a) Not be involved in an accident for which the

insured is at fault.

(b) Not be convicted of or plead guilty or nolo

contendere to a noving traffic violation

(3) The organi zation offering the course shall, upon a

person's successful conpletion of the course, issue the person

a certificate the person may use to qualify for the prem um

di scount authorized by this section
2
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(4) This section does not apply if the driver

i nprovenent course is taken in lieu of a court appearance for

atraffic infraction as provided for in s. 318.14(9).

However, the five election restrictions enunerated in said

section shall not apply for purposes of receiving insurance

di scount s.

Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 627.727, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

627.727 WNotor vehicle insurance; uninsured and
underi nsured vehicle coverage; insolvent insurer protection.--

(1) No notor vehicle liability insurance policy which
provides bodily injury liability coverage shall be delivered
or issued for delivery in this state with respect to any
specifically insured or identified notor vehicle registered or
principally garaged in this state unless uninsured notor
vehi cl e coverage is provided therein or supplenental thereto
for the protection of persons insured thereunder who are
legally entitled to recover damages from owners or operators
of uninsured notor vehicl es because of bodily injury,
si ckness, or disease, including death, resulting therefrom
However, the coverage required under this section is not
appl i cabl e when, or to the extent that, an insured naned in
the policy nakes a witten rejection of the coverage on behal f
of all insureds under the policy. Wen a notor vehicle is
| eased for a period of 1 year or |longer and the | essor of such
vehicle, by the terns of the | ease contract, provides
liability coverage on the | eased vehicle, the | essee of such
vehi cl e shall have the sole privilege to reject uninsured
notori st coverage or to select lower limts than the bodily
injury liability limts, regardless of whether the |lessor is
gqualified as a self-insurer pursuant to s. 324.171. Unless an
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i nsured, or |essee having the privilege of rejecting uninsured
not ori st coverage, requests such coverage or requests higher
uni nsured notorist limts in witing, the coverage or such

hi gher uninsured notorist limts need not be provided in or
suppl enental to any other policy which renews, extends,
changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing policy with the
sane bodily injury liability limts when an insured or |essee
had rejected the coverage. When an insured or |essee has
initially selected linmts of uninsured notorist coverage | ower
than his bodily injury liability limts, higher limts of

uni nsured notorist coverage need not be provided in or

suppl enental to any other policy which renews, extends,
changes, supersedes, or replaces an existing policy with the
sanme bodily injury liability limts unless an insured requests
hi gher uninsured notorist coverage in witing. The rejection
or selection of lower linits shall be nade on a form approved
by the | nsurance Conm ssioner. The formshall fully advise
the applicant of the nature of the coverage and shall state
that the coverage is equal to bodily injury liability limts
unless lower linmts are requested or the coverage is rejected.
The heading of the formshall be in 12-point bold type and
shal|l state: "You are electing not to purchase certain

val uabl e coverage which protects you and your famly or you
are purchasing uninsured notorist limts less than your bodily
injury liability limts when you sign this form Please read
carefully."” If this formis signed by a naned insured, it

wi Il be conclusively presuned that there was an inforned,
knowi ng rejection of coverage or election of lower limts on
behal f of all insureds. Such presunption shall apply in favor

of the insurer, its agents, and enpl oyees. The i nsurer shal

notify the naned insured at |east annually of his options as
4
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1| to the coverage required by this section. Such notice shal

2| be part of, and attached to, the notice of prem um shal

3| provide for a nmeans to allow the insured to request such

4 | coverage, and shall be given in a manner approved by the

5| departnent. Receipt of this notice does not constitute an

6| affirmati ve wai ver of the insured's right to uninsured

7 | notorist coverage where the insured has not signed a selection
8| or rejection form The coverage described under this section
9| shall be over and above, but shall not duplicate, the benefits
10 | available to an insured under any workers' conpensation |aw,
11 | personal injury protection benefits, disability benefits |aw,
12 | or simlar |law, under any autonobile nedical expense coverage;
13 | under any notor vehicle liability insurance coverage; or from
14 | the owner or operator of the uninsured notor vehicle or any
15| other person or organization jointly or severally liable

16 | together with such owner or operator for the accident; and

17 | such coverage shall cover the difference, if any, between the
18 | sum of such benefits and the danages sustained, up to the

19 | maxi num anount of such coverage provided under this section
20 | The anount of coverage avail abl e under this section shall not
21 | be reduced by a setoff against any coverage, including
22 | liability insurance. Such coverage shall not inure directly
23| or indirectly to the benefit of any workers' conpensation or
24 | disability benefits carrier or any person or organization
25| qualifying as a self-insurer under any workers' conpensation
26 | or disability benefits law or simlar |aw.
27 Section 4. Subsection (12) of section 627.728, Florida
28 | Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to read:
29 627.728 Cancell ations; nonrenewal s. --
30 (12) No later than 10 busi ness days after termination
31| of a policy subject to this section, the insurer nust send
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1| witten or electronic notice of the termnation to all hol ders
2] of liens on the subject vehicle, which lienholders are known
3|tothe insurer. Electronic notice is valid only by prior
4 | agreenent between the insurer and the |ienhol der
5 Section 5. Section 627.7288, Florida Statutes, is
6 | anended to read:
7 627. 7288 Conprehensive coverage; deductible not to
8| apply to notor vehicle glass.--The deducti bl e provisions of
9| any policy of nmotor vehicle insurance, delivered or issued in
10| this state by an authorized or eligible insurer, providing
11 | conprehensi ve coverage or conbi ned additional coverage shal
12 | not be applicable to danage to the wi ndshield of any notor
13 | vehicle covered under such policy.
14 Section 6. Section 627.72951, Florida Statutes, is
15| created to read:
16 627. 72951 Tenporary binding permtted.--An insurer nay
17 | tenporarily bind coverage on a vehicle for a period not to
18 | exceed 3 bhusiness days without first coll ecting prem um
19 | provided the policyhol der has coverage on another vehicle with
20| the sane insurer or insurer group
21 Section 7. This act shall take effect October 1, 1997.
22
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24 HOUSE SUMVARY
25 . . . o
Provides for reducing premuns for liability, persona
26 injury protection, and collision coverage upon successfu
conpl etion of a driver inprovenent courSe approved and
271 Gehi bl oWy ch P DePRELITTE Ph redue o arash aro Moter
2B R & EonEal Shce coverage: “Sea PPl 24, Pudfalps ot mter
29 ge. See bi or details.
30
31
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