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Florida Senate - 1998 SB 1552

By Senators Cowi n, Lee, Dudley, Horne, Diaz-Balart, Cary,
tal kiewi cz, Latvala, GQutman, Gant, Crist and Chil ders

11-791B- 98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to political contributions;
prohi biting public enployers from deducting
funds froma public enployee's wages to nake
political contributions or expenditures or to
support political activities without the prior
written request of the enployee; prohibiting
bargai ning units for public enpl oyees from
using a public enployee nenber's dues or fees
to nake political contributions or expenditures
or to support political activities without the
menber's witten authorization; prescribing the
formto be used; authorizing the Division of
El ections of the Departnent of State to prepare
and distribute such forns; prescribing content
of the form requiring enployers and bargaini ng
units that make such deductions to keep
records; requiring such records to be presented
to the Division of Elections; providing
definitions; prohibiting an enpl oyer or
bargai ning unit fromdiscrimnating agai nst
of ficers and enpl oyees because of their
political activities; providing a crimna
penalty; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) A public enployer responsible for the

di sbursenent of funds in paynent of wages may not deduct any

funds froma public enployee's wages which will be used, or

are intended to be used in whole or in part, as a politica
1
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contribution or expenditure as defined in chapter 106, Florida

Statutes, or to support or obtain political activities to a

political conmittee, conmittee of continuous existence,

political party, or candi date unless:

(a) The enployer has a prior witten request fromthe

enpl oyee to nmake such deduction; and

(b) The deduction of such funds for such purpose is

not ot herw se unl awf ul

For purposes of this subsection, the term"politica

activities" nmeans communi cati ons or other activities that

i nvolve carrying on propaganda, attenpting to influence

| egislation, or participating in or intervening in any

political canpaign or political party.

(2) The witten request required in subsection (1)

nust be nade on a form prescribed by the Division of Elections

of the Departnent of State, which is hereby authorized to

prepare and distribute such form The witten request nust be

renewed annual lvy.

(3) The formnust contain, at a nininum the nane of

t he enpl oyee, the nane of the enployer, the anpunt of the

contribution or expenditure, and the enpl oyee's signature. The

forms title nust read, in at |east 24-point bold type,

Request for Political Payroll Deductions." The formnust al so

state the following words i medi ately above the signature

line: "Signing this form authorizes your enpl oyer to make a

deducti on fromyour paycheck that will be used or is intended

to be used, in whole or in part, as a political contribution

or expenditure or to support or obtain political activities.

You are not obligated to authorize this deduction. Your
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signature below is conpletely voluntary and may not in any way

af fect your enploynent."

(4) Each enpl oyer who nakes deducti ons under this

section which will be used or which are intended to be used in

whole or in part as a political contribution or expenditure or

to support or obtain political activities shall maintain

records that nust include a copy of the enpl oyee's request,

t he anbunt of the deduction, the date the deducti on was nade,

and the anount of the deduction and the date when it was

transferred to the political comittee, the comittee of

conti nuous exi stence, political party, or candidate. The

enpl oyer, upon the request of the El ecti ons Commi ssi on, nust

provide copies of all records to the conmi ssion

(5) For purposes of this section, the terns "public

enpl oyer" and "public enpl oyee" have the sane neani ngs
ascribed in section 447.203, Florida Statutes.
Section 2. (1) A bargaining unit for a public

enpl oyee may not use dues or other fees paid by the public

enpl oyee to nake paynents that will be used, or are intended

to be used, in whole or in part as a political contribution or

expenditure as defined in chapter 106, Florida Statutes, or to

support or obtain political activities to a politica

committee, comittee of continuous existence, political party,

or candi date unl ess:

(a) The bargaining unit has a prior witten request

fromthe enpl oyee that such dues or fees be so used; and

(b) The use of such dues or fees for such purpose is

not ot herw se unl awf ul

For purposes of this subsection, the term"politica

activities" nmeans communi cati ons or other activities that
3
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i nvolve carrying on propaganda, attenpting to influence

| egislation, or participating in or intervening in any

political canpaign or political party.

(2) The witten request required in subsection (1)

nmust be nade on a formprescribed by the Division of Elections

of the Departnent of State, which is hereby authorized to

prepare and distribute such form The witten request nust be

renewed annual lvy.

(3) The formnust contain, at a nininum the nane of

t he enpl oyee, the nane of the bargaining unit, the anount of

the contribution or expenditure, and the enpl oyee's signature.

The formis title nust read, in at |east 24-point bold type,

Aut hori zation for Use of Political Fees." The formshall al so

state the following words i medi ately above the signature

line: "Signing this formauthorizes your bargaining unit to

nake a deduction fromyour dues or fees that will be used, or

is intended to be used, in whole or in part as a politica

contribution or expenditure or to support or obtain politica

activities. You are not obligated to authorize this deducti on.

Your signature belowis conpletely voluntary and nay not in

any way affect your nenbership in the bargaining unit or your

enpl oynent . "

(4) Each bargaining unit that nakes deducti ons under

this section which will be used or that are intended to be

used in whole or in part as a political contribution or

expenditure or to support or obtain political activities shal

mai ntain records that nust include a copy of the enpl oyee's

aut hori zati on, the anount of the deduction, the date the

deducti on was nmade, and the anount of the deduction and the

date when it was transferred to the political committee, the

conm ttee of continuous existence, political party, or
4
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1| candi date. The bargai ning unit, upon the request of the

2 | El ecti ons Commi ssion, nust provide copies of all records to

3| the commi ssi on.

4 (5) For purposes of this section, "bargaining unit"

5] and "public enpl oyee" have the sane neani ngs ascribed in

6 | section 447.203, Florida Statutes.

7 (6) An enployer or bargaining unit for a public

8 | enpl oyee may not discrimnate against an officer or enpl oyee

9]in the terms or conditions of enploynent for the failure to

10| contribute to, the failure in any way to support or oppose, or

11 ] in any way supporting or opposing a candi date, ball ot

12 | proposition, political party, or political commttee.

13 Section 3. Any person who violates the provisions of

14| this act is guilty of a felony of the third degree, punishable

15 ] as provided in section 775.082 or section 775.083, Florida

16 | St atut es.

17 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.

18
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20 SENATE SUMVARY

21 Prohibits Public enpl oyers fron1deductinP funds froma
public enpl oyee's wages to nake political contributions

22 or expenditures or t0 support political activities
wi thout the prior witten request of the enployee.

23 Prohi bits bargaining units for public enployees from
u3|n?_a publ i € enpl Oyee nenber's dues or fees to nake

24 political contributions or expenditures or to support
political activities without the nenber's witten

25 aut hori zation. Prescribes the formto be used. Authorizes
the Division of Elections of the Departnent of State to

26 Prepare and distribute such fornms. Prescribes content of

he form Requires enPIoKers and bargaining units that

27 make such deductions to keep records. Requires that such
records be presented to the Division of Elections.

28 Provides definitions. Prohibits an enpl oyer or bargaining
unit for a public enployee fromdiscrimnating against an

29 officer or enployee in terns of their_ enploynent "because
of certain prescribed political activities.” Provides a

30 crimnal penalty.
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