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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1579
By the Committee on Community Col | eges & CareF{ Prep and

Representatives Sindler, Fasano, Diaz dé la Portilla,
Harrington, Gay, Wse and Kelly

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to postsecondary education
anending s. 229.551, F.S.; providing an
exception to the course |eveling requirenent;
anmendi ng s. 240.107, F.S., and reenacting s.
239.213(3), F.S., relating to
vocational -preparatory instruction, to
i ncorporate said anendnent in a reference;
deleting an alternative to the Coll ege Level
Acadenmic Skills Test; deleting a testing
requi renment; anending s. 240.1163, F.S.
providing limtations for calcul ating dua
enrol | rent grades; authorizing the approval of
dual enrollnment agreenents for limted course
offerings with statew de appeal ; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (f) of subsection (1) of section
229.551, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to
read:

229.551 Educational nmanagenent. --

(1) The departnent is directed to identify al
functions which under the provisions of this act contribute
to, or conprise a part of, the state system of educationa
accountability and to establish within the departnent the
necessary organi zati onal structure, policies, and procedures
for effectively coordinating such functions. Such policies
and procedures shall clearly fix and delineate
responsibilities for various aspects of the systemand for
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overall coordination of the total system The conmi ssi oner
shall performthe follow ng duties and functions:

(f) Devel opnent and coordi nati on of a conmobn course
desi gnati on and nunbering systemfor conmmunity coll eges and
the State University Systemwhich will inprove program
pl anni ng, increase communi cation anong community col |l eges and
universities, and facilitate the transfer of students. The
system shall not encourage or require course content
prescription or standardi zation or uniformcourse testing, and
t he continui ng mai ntenance of the systemshall be acconplished
by appropriate faculty commttees. Also, the systemshall be
applied to all postsecondary and certificate career education
prograns and courses offered in school districts and comunity
colleges. The Articulation Coordinating Comrmittee shall:

1. ldentify the highest denmand degree prograns wthin
the State University System

2. Conduct a study of courses offered by universities
and accepted for credit toward a degree. The study shal
identify courses designated as either general education or
required as a prerequisite for a degree. The study shall also
identify these courses as upper-division | evel or
| ower - di vi sion |evel.

3. Appoint faculty conmittees representing both
community college and university faculties to recommend a
single level for each course included in the conmon course
nunbering and designation system Any course designated as an
upper-di vision |l evel course nmust be characterized by a need
for advanced acadenic preparation and skills that a student
woul d be unlikely to achieve without significant prior
coursework. Courses with the sanme prefix and last three digits

required for both associate in science and baccal aureate
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1| degrees shall be exceptions to the |eveling requirenent and
2| my be offered at both the | ower and upper divisions. The

3| course transfer policy as defined in s. 240.115(1)(hb) shal

4| apply to these courses. O the courses required for each

5| baccal aureate degree, at |east half of the credit hours

6| required for the degree shall be achievable through courses
7 | designated as | ower-division courses, except in degree

8 | prograns approved by the Board of Regents pursuant to s.

9| 240.209(5)(e). A course designated as | ower-division my be
10 | offered by any community coll ege. By Jantary—31—1996-The

11| Articul ation Coordinating Cormittee shall reconmend to the
12 | State Board of Education the levels for the courses. By

13 | Jandvary—1—31996,-The common course nunberi ng and desi gnation
14 | system shall include the courses at the recommended | evels,
15 | and by—faH——serester—of—21996the regi strati on process at each
16 | state university and comrunity col |l ege shall include the

17 | courses at their designated | evels and common course nunbers.
18 4. Appoint faculty committees representing both

19 | conmunity coll ege and university faculties to reconmend those
20| courses identified to neet general education requirenents

21 | within the subject areas of comrunication, nathenatics, social
22 | sciences, humanities, and natural sciences. By Jantary—1-
23 | $996,-The Articul ation Coordi nating Conmmittee shall recomrend
241 to the State Board of Education those courses identified to
25 | neet these general education requirenents by their conmon

26 | course code nunber. By—faH——sermester—31996-All community

27 | coll eges and state universities shall accept these genera

28 | educati on cour ses.

29 5. Appoint faculty conmittees representing both

30 | community coll eges and universities to reconmend conmon

31| prerequisite courses and identify course substitutions when
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common prerequi sites cannot be established for degree prograns
across all institutions. Faculty work groups shall adopt a
strategy for addressing significant differences in
prerequi sites, including course substitutions. The Board of
Regents shall be notified by the Articulation Coordinating
Committee when significant differences remain. By—+fat+
serester—1996-Conmon degree program prerequisites shall be
of fered and accepted by all state universities and community
col | eges, except in cases approved by the Board of Regents
pursuant to s. 240.209(5)(f). The Board of Regents shall work
with the State Board of Community Col |l eges on t he devel opnent
of a centralized database containing the list of courses and
course substitutions that neet the prerequisite requirenents
for each baccal aureate degree program and

Section 2. Subsection (9) of section 240.107, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 107 Col |l ege-1evel comuni cati on and conputation
skills exam nation. - -

(9) Beginnng—Jdanvary—1—1996-Any student fulfilling

one or both mere of the follow ng requirenents before

conpl etion of associate in arts degree requirenments or
baccal aureate degree requirenents is exenpt fromthe testing
requi renments of this section

(a) Achieves a score that neets or exceeds a m ni num
score on a nationally standardi zed exam nati on H-sted—+n—the
artiecutati-on—agreenent, as established by the Articul ation

Coordinating Cormittee; or
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(b) £y Achi eves a passing—score—oen—the—cottege

pracenrent—test—regquiredpursuant—to—s—240—11/—and—=a

cunmul ative grade point average of 2.5 or above, on a 4.0

scal e, in postsecondary-|evel coursework identified by the
Post secondary Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on.

Any student denied a degree prior to January 1, 1996, based on
the failure of at |east one subtest of the CLAST may use
either any of the alternatives specified in this subsection
for receipt of a degree if such student neets all degree
programrequi renents at the tinme of application for the degree
under the exenption provisions of this subsection. This
section does not require a student to take the CLAST before
bei ng given the opportunity to use either any of the
alternatives specified in this subsection. The exenptions
provided herein do not apply to requirenents for certification
as provided in s. 231.17.

Section 3. Subsections (4) and (5) are added to
section 240.1163, Florida Statutes, to read:

240. 1163 Joint dual enrollnent and advanced pl acenent
i nstruction. --

(4) No student enrolled in any dual enroll nment course

shall in any way be discrimnated agai nst for gradi ng purposes

or subjected to an alternative grade or wei ghting system by

either the school district, community college, or university.

(5) The Commi ssioner of Education nay approve dua

enrol |l rent agreenents for limted course offerings that have

st atewi de appeal. Such prograns shall be linmited to a single

site with nultiple county participation
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Section 4. For the purpose of incorporating the
amendnent to section 240.107, Florida Statutes, in a reference
t hereto, subsection (3) of section 239.213, Florida Statutes,
is reenacted to read:

239. 213 Vocational -preparatory instruction.--

(3) Exceptional students, as defined in s. 228.041,
may be exenpted fromthe provisions of this section. A
student who possesses an associate in arts, baccal aureate, or
graduat e-1 evel degree, who has conpleted the coll ege-Ievel
communi cati on and conputation skills exam nation pursuant to
s. 240.107, or who is exenpt fromthe college entry-1evel
exam nation pursuant to s. 240.107 nmay be exenpted fromthe
provi sions of this section.

Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Provi des an exception to the course | eveling requirenent
W th respect to courses included in the confrton course
nunbering and des!?natlon system for comrunity coll eges
and staté universifies. Revises alternatives to the

Col | ege. Level Academic Skills Test. Prohibits

di scrimnation for grading purposes with respect to
students in dual enroll| nment courses. Authorizes the
Comm ssi oner of Education to apProve dual enrol | ment
agreepents for limted course offerings with statew de
appeal .
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