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By the Conmittee on CGeneral Governnent Appropriations and
Representative Villal obos

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to |inerock mining; providing

3 | egislative findings and intent with respect to
4 a mtigation plan for the Dade County Lake Belt
5 Area to offset the inpact of mning activities;
6 i mposing a fee on the comercial extraction of
7 i merock and sand fromthe Dade County Lake

8 Belt Area; requiring the proceeds of the fee to
9 be paid to the Departnent of Revenue; providing
10 for transfer of the fee to the South Florida

11 Wat er Managenent District and deposit in a

12 separate interest-bearing account; providing

13 for the Departnent of Revenue to adm nister the
14 collection of the fee; authorizing the

15 departnment to adopt rules; providing for an

16 annual adjustnment of the fee rate after a

17 speci fi ed date; specifying purposes for which
18 the proceeds of the fee may be used; requiring
19 t hat expenditures fromthe account be approved
20 by an interagency conmittee; providing for

21 nmenbership of the commttee; providing that

22 payment of the fee satisfies certain

23 requirements for mitigation; providing for

24 suspensi on of inposition of the fee under

25 certain circunmstances; providing an effective
26 dat e.

27

28 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29

30

31

1
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Section 1. Dade County Lake Belt Mtigation Plan
mtigation for nmining activities within the Dade County Lake
Belt.--

(1) The Legislature finds that the inpact of nining
within the Dade County Lake Belt Area is offset by a
mtigation plan that is designated the "Lake Belt Mtigation

Plan." The per-ton fee assessed on |linestone sold fromthe

Dade County Lake Belt Area shall be used for acquiring

environnental ly sensitive | ands and for restoration

nmai nt enance, and ot her environnmental purposes. Further, the

Legislature finds that the public benefit of a sustainable

supply of linestone construction materials for public and

private projects requires a coordi nated approach to pernitting

activities on wetlands within the Dade County Lake Belt in

order to provide the certainty necessary to encourage

substantial and continued investnent in the |inestone

processi ng pl ant and equi pment required to efficiently extract

the linmestone resource. It is the intent of the Legislature

that the Lake Belt Mtigation Plan satisfy all |ocal, state,

and federal requirenents for nmining activity within the Dade
County Lake Belt Area.
(2) To provide for the mtigation of wetland resources

lost to nmining activities within the Dade County Lake Belt

Area, effective January 1, 1999, a fee is inposed on each ton

of linmerock and sand extracted by any person who engages in

t he busi ness of extracting linmerock or sand fromw thin the
Dade County Lake Belt Area. The fee is at the rate of 4.41
cents for each ton of linerock and sand sold fromw thin the

Dade County Lake Belt Area in raw, processed, or nmanufactured

form including, but not limted to, sized aggregate, cenent,

concrete, and concrete products. Any linerock or sand that is
2
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used within the mine fromwhich the linmerock or sand is

extracted is exenpt fromthe fee. The anpunt of the fee

i nposed under this section nust be stated separately on the

i nvoi ce provided to the purchaser. The proceeds of the fee

nmust be paid to the Departnment of Revenue on or before the

20th day of the nonth follow ng the cal endar nonth in which

t he sal e occurs.

(3) The fee inposed by this section nust be reported

to the Departnent of Revenue. Paynent of the fee nust be

acconpani ed by a form prescribed by the Departnment of Revenue.

The proceeds of the fee, less adninistrative costs, nust be

transferred by the Departnment of Revenue to the South Florida

Wat er Managenent District and deposited into an

i nterest-bearing account to be naintai ned separately and not

comm ngled with other funds. As used in this section, the term

proceeds of the fee" nmeans all funds collected and received

by the Departnent of Revenue under this section, including

i nterest and penalties on delinquent fees. The anpunt deducted

for administrative costs may not exceed 3 percent of the tota

revenues coll ected under this section and nmay equal only those

administrative costs reasonably attributable to the fee.

(4)(a) The Departnent of Revenue shall admninister

collect, and enforce the fee authorized under this section in

accordance with the procedures used to adm nister, collect,

and enforce the general sales tax inposed under chapter 212,

Florida Statutes. The provisions of chapter 212, Florida

Statutes, with respect to the authority of the Departnent of

Revenue to audit and nake assessnents, the keepi ng of books

and records, and the interest and penalties inposed on

delinquent fees apply to this section. The fee nay not be

included in conputing estimted taxes under s. 212.11, Florida
3
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1| Statutes, and the dealer's credit for collecting taxes or fees
2| provided for in s. 212.12, Florida Statutes, does not apply to
3| the fee inposed by this section

4 (b) In adninistering this section, the Departnent of

5| Revenue may enpl oy persons and incur expenses for which funds
6| are appropriated by the Legislature. The Departnent of Revenue
7 | shall adopt rules and prescri be and publish forns necessary to
8 | admi nister this section. The Departnent of Revenue shal

9| establish audit procedures and may assess del i hquent fees.

10 (5) Beginning July 1, 2000, and each July 1

11 | thereafter, the per-ton fee shall be adjusted by the

12 | percentage change in the average of the Consumer Price |ndex
13 ] issued by the United States Departnent of Labor for the nobst
14 | recent 12-nonth period endi ng on Septenber 30, and the

15 | percentage change in the Producer's Price Index for Net Qutput
16 | of Crushed and Broken Stone, South Atlantic Region, issued by
17 | the United States Departnment of Labor for the npbst recent

18 | 12-nonth period endi ng on Septenber 30, conpared to the

19 | average of these indexes for the base year, which is the

20| 12-nonth period ending on Septenber 30, 1999.

21 (6)(a) The proceeds of the fee nust be used to conduct
22 | nmitigation activities that are appropriate to offset the | oss
23| of the value and functions of wetlands as a result of nining
24 | activities in the Dade County Lake Belt Area and nust be used
25]in a manner consistent with the reconmendations contained in
26 | the reports subnitted to the Legislature by the Dade County

27 | Lake Belt Plan | nplenentation Committee and adopted under s.
28 | 373.4149, Florida Statutes. Such nmitigation nmay include the

29 | purchase, enhancenent, restoration, and managenent of wetl ands
30 | and upl ands, the purchase of nmitigation credit froma

31| permitted nitigation bank, and any structural nodifications to
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the existing drai nage systemto enhance the hydrol ogy of the

Dade County Lake Belt Area. Funds nmay al so be used to

rei mburse other funding sources, including the Save Qur Rivers

Land Acquisition Programand the Internal |nprovenent Trust

Fund, for the purchase of lands that were acquired in areas

appropriate for nmtigation due to rock mning and to rei nburse

governnent al agenci es that exchanged | and under s. 373. 4149,

Florida Statutes, for mitigation due to rock m ning.

(b) Expenditures nmust be approved by an interagency

committee that consists of representatives fromthe M am - Dade

County Department of Environnental Resource Managenent, the

Departnent of Environnental Protection, the South Florida
Wat er Managenent District, the Gane and Fresh Water Fish
Conmmi ssion, and, at the discretion of the conmmittee,

addi ti onal nenbers who represent federal regulatory,

environnental, and fish and wildlife agencies and

representatives of the |linestone industry.

(7) Paynent of the fee inposed by this section

satisfies the nmtigation requirenents inposed under ss.
373.403-373.439, Florida Statutes, and any applicable county
ordi nance for |l oss of the value and functions of wetlands. In

addition, it is the intent of the Legislature that the paynent

of the fee inposed by this section satisfy all federa

mtigation requirenents.

(8) |If a general pernmit by the United States Arny

Corps of Engineers, or an appropriate long-termpermt for

m ning, issued on or before Septenber 30, 2000, is

i nconsistent with the Dade County Lake Belt Plan, this
section, and ss. 378.4115, 373.4149, and 373. 4415, Florida
Statutes, the fee inposed by this section is suspended unti

reenacted by the Legi sl ature.
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Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1 of the
year in which enacted.
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