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By Representative Jacobs

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to water resources; anending s.

3 373.0395, F.S.; revising requirenents for the

4 wat er managenent districts in devel oping a

5 groundwat er basin resource availability

6 i nventory; anending s. 373.196, F.S.; providing

7 | egislative intent with respect to the duties

8 of the water managenent districts; anending s.

9 373.1961, F.S.; providing additional duties of
10 t he governing boards of the water nanagenent
11 districts; providing additional uses for
12 revenues di sbursed for the purpose of
13 devel oping alternative water supply systens;
14 anending s. 373.250, F.S.; providing certain
15 [imtations on the use of reclained water
16 anending s. 403.064, F.S.; linmting certain
17 requi renments that the Departnment of
18 Envi ronnmental Protection or a water nmnagenent
19 district may inpose with respect to the reuse
20 of water; providing an effective date.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Section 373.0395, Florida Statutes, is
25| anended to read:
26 373.0395 G oundwater basin resource availability
27 | inventory.--Each water managenent district shall develop a
28 | groundwat er basin resource availability inventory by 2001
29 | except that the inventory for the counties of Dade, Broward,
30 | Pal m Beach, and Monroe shall be conpl eted by 1999 eevering
31 cefret—approptate—by—the—governingbeard. The
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i nventory nust cover the entire district and be broken down by

subar eas deened appropriate by the governing board of the

wat er managenment district. In preparing the inventory, the

governi ng board shall consider the availability of surface

water if surface water recharge is a significant conponent of

t he groundwat er resource. This inventory shall include, but

not be linmted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) A hydrogeol ogic study to define the groundwater
basin and its associ ated recharge areas.

(2) Site specific areas in the basin deened prone to
contam nation or overdraft resulting fromcurrent or projected
devel opnent.

(3) Prine groundwater recharge areas.

(4) Criteria to establish nmninum seasonal surface and
ground water |evels.

(5) Areas suitable for future water resource
devel opnent within the groundwater basin.

(6) Existing sources of wastewater discharge suitable
for reuse as well as the feasibility of integrating coasta
wel | fields.

(7) Potential quantities of water available for
consunptive uses.

Each wat er managenent district shall report to the Legislature

by January 30 of each year on the district's progress in

conpl eting the inventory. Upon conpl etion, a copy of the

groundwat er basin availability inventory shall be subnmitted to
each affected nmunicipality, county, and regional planning
agency. This inventory shall be reviewed by the affected
nmuni ci palities, counties, and regional planning agencies for
consistency with the | ocal governnment conprehensive plan and
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shal |l be considered in future revisions of such plan. It is
the intent of the Legislature that future growth and
devel opnent planning reflect the I[imtations of the avail able
groundwat er or ot her available water supplies.

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 373.196, Florida
Statutes; is anended to read:

373.196 Legislative findings.--

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature that the
primary duties of the water managenent districts include

regi onal water supply planning, regulation, and research; the

identification of new sources of water to neet future denmands;

and the devel opnment of water resources. To neet the current

and future needs of the public, businesses, agriculture, and

the environnent, each district nust nmaximze the availability

of water for all uses through wi se water nanagenent, the

retention and storage of stormmater, and econoni c and

i ncentive-based regul atory prograns. The incentives nust

i ncl ude pronoting water conservation, enhancing the storage of

stormnvater, promoting the wise use of surface water and

groundwat er, pronoting advanced wastewater treatnent for the

reuse of reclained water, and using alternative water

supplies.It is the finding of the Legislature that
cooperative efforts between nunicipalities, counties, water
managenent districts, and the Departnent of Environnental
Protection are nmandatory in—erder to neet the water needs of
rapidly urbanizing areas in a manner that whieh wWill supply

adequat e and dependabl e supplies of water where needed wi thout
resulting in adverse effects upon the areas from whi ch whenece

such water is withdrawn. Such efforts shoeuldutitize—-alt
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1 | waste—water—and—desanization—and—wH- necessitate not only
2 | cooperation but also well-coordinated activities. The purpose
3] of this act is to provide additional statutory authority for

4 | such cooperative and coordi nated efforts.

5 Section 3. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) and

6 | paragraph (d) of subsection (2) of section 373.1961, Florida

7| Statutes, are anended to read

8 373.1961 Water production.--

9 (1) In the performance of, and in conjunction wth,

10 ) its other powers and duties, the governing board of a water

11 | managenent district existing pursuant to this chapter

12 (b) Shall assist counties, nunicipalities, private

13| utilities, or water supply authorities in neeting water supply
14 | needs by identifying new sources of water which will neet

15| future denmand for water and by givi ng ra——suech—ranrner—as—wH+
16 | gi-ve priority to encouragi ng conservation and reduci ng adverse
17 | environnental effects of inproper or excessive wthdrawal s of
18 | water from concentrated areas

19 (2) The Legislature finds that, due to a conbination
20| of factors, vastly increased demands have been pl aced on

21 | natural supplies of fresh water, and that, absent increased

22 | devel opnent of alternative water supplies, such demands nay

23| increase in the future. The Legislature also finds that

24 | potential exists in the state for the production of

25| significant quantities of alternative water supplies,

26 | including reclained water, and that water production includes
27 | the devel oprent of alternative water supplies, including

28 | reclainmed water, for appropriate uses. It is the intent of

29 | the Legislature that utilities devel op reclai ned water

30 | systens, where reclained water is the nost appropriate

31| alternative water supply option, to deliver reclained water to
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1| as nany users as possible through the npst cost-effective

2 | neans, and to construct reclained water systeminfrastructure
3| to their owned or operated properties and facilities where

4 | they have reclamation capability. It is also the intent of the
5| Legislature that the water nmanagenent districts which | evy ad
6 | valoremtaxes for water nmanagenent purposes should share a

7 | percentage of those tax revenues with water providers and

8 | users, including |ocal governnents, water, wastewater, and

9| reuse utilities, nunicipal, industrial, and agricultural water
10 | users, and other public and private water users, to be used to
11 | suppl enent ot her funding sources in the devel opnent of

12 | alternative water supplies. The Legislature finds that public
13 | noneys or services provided to private entities for such uses
14 | constitute public purposes which are in the public interest.
15 In order to further the devel opnent and use of alternative

16 | water supply systens, including reclained water systens, the
17 | Legi sl ature provides the follow ng:

18 (d) Any and all revenues disbursed pursuant to this
19 | subsection shall be used for studying, designing, nonitoring,
20| and permitting alternative water supply systens and apptied
21 | enty for the paynent of capital or infrastructure costs for

22 | the construction of alternative water supply systens that

23 | provide alternative water supplies for uses within one or nore
24 | water resource caution areas.

25 Section 4. Paragraph (b) of subsection (2) and

26 | subsection (3) of section 373.250, Florida Statutes, are

27 | anended to read:

28 373.250 Reuse of reclainmed water. --

29 (2)

30 (b) Reclained water may be presuned available to a

31| consunptive use pernit applicant when a utility exists that

5
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whi-eh provi des reclai ned water, that whieh has uncommitted
reclai ned water capacity, and that whieh has distribution

facilities, which are initially provided by the utility at its
cost, to the site of the affected applicant's proposed use. A

wat er managenent district nmay not all ocate water under a

consunptive use pernit to an applicant located in a water use

caution area if reclained water is available; a water supply

system has indicated its intent to serve reclained water to an
appl i cant under ss. 125.01, 153.52, 170.01, 180.02, and
180. 06; and the reasonabl e and beneficial uses of water by the

applicant can be nmet with reclai ned water, except in an

energency or for the duration of the unavailability of

recl ai ned wat er.

(3) The water managenent district shall, in
consultation with the departnent, adopt rules to inplenent
this section. Such rules shall encourage and provide

i ncentives for the use of reclained water and nust i ncl ude,

but not be linmited to:

(a) Provisions to permt use of water from other
sources in energency situations or if reclainmed water becones
unavai l able, for the duration of the energency or the
unavai l ability of reclained water. These provisions nust shat+

atsoe specify the nethod for establishing the quantity of water
to be pernitted set—aside for use in energencies or when
recl ai med wat er becones unavail abl e. Fhe—anmpunt—set—aside—+s
stbjeet—to—periotie+reviewand—+evision—The net hodol ogy shal
take into account the risk that reclained water may not be
available in the future, the risk that other sources may be
fully allocated to other uses in the future, the nature of the
uses served with reclained water, the extent to which the
applicant intends to rely upon reclai red water, and the extent
6
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of econom c harmthat whieh may result if other sources are

not available to replace the reclained water. A water
managenent district may not withhold froma user of reclained

wat er the approval of water for energency use or the use of

surface water and groundwater when reclained water is

unavai l abl e and standby facilities allow the use of surface

wat er and groundwater for neeting the needs of reasonabl e

beneficial uses for the duration of the unavailability of

recl ai ned wat er . H+—s—the—i+ntent—of—thirsparagraph—to—ensure
that—users—of—+ectatned—water—have—thesare—access—to—ground
F i I : I w I
manner—as—other—users—of the—sarme—ctassnot—relying—on
rectaired—water—
(b) A water managenent district may shatH- not adopt

any rul e that whieh gives preference to users within any class
of use established under s. 373.246 who do not use reclai nmed
wat er over users within the same class who use recl ai med
wat er .

Section 5. Subsection (15) is added to section
403.064, Florida Statutes, to read:

403. 064 Reuse of reclained water.--

(15) The departnent or a water nmanagenent district nay

not require, encourage, or conpel an applicant that operates a

public water supply systemto apply for a consunptive use

permt that exceeds the reuse provision contained in the

applicant's feasibility study required by this section
Section 6. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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2 LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

3
Requi res the water nanagenent districts to conplete the

4 groundmater basi n resource availability inventory b¥
001, except for the inventories for the counties o

5 Dade, Broward, Pal m Beach, and Monroe, mhlch nust be
conpl eted by 1999. Requires an annual report to the

6 Legi sl ature” on each district's Progress in conpletin the
|nv ntory Aut hori zes the use of revenues disbursed

7 t he Pur ose of deveIoB alternative supply systens for
addi ti onal purposes rohi bits a water nanagenent

8 district fromallocating water under _a consunptive use
permt under certain cifcunstances. Provides that a . .

9 consunptive use pernit may not exceed the reuse provision
contained in the applicant's feasibility study. (See bil

10 for d tails.)
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