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ENROLLED
1997 Legislature HB 1709, First Engrossed

An act relating to the Alachua County Schoo
Board; anending s. 1, ch. 95-466, Laws of

Fl orida; specifying an alternative nethod of
qgqualification for candidates for election to
the board; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 95-466, Laws of
Fl orida, is anended to read:

Section 1. Menbers of the Al achua County School Board
shal|l be elected on a nonparti san basis. However, except as
ot herwi se provided in this act, the provisions of |aw
regul ating el ections of school board nenbers apply to
el ections of Al achua County School Board nenbers.

(1) Each person seeking election to the Al achua County
School Board shall file qualification papers with the
supervi sor of elections which do not contain any reference to
political party affiliation

(2)(a) A person seeking to qualify for election to the

Al achua County School Board may qualify for election to such

of fice by neans of the petitioning process prescribed in this

subsection. A person qualifying by this alternative nethod

shall not be required to pay the qualifying fee or party

assessnent required by state law. A person using this

petitioning process shall file an oath with the supervisor of

el ections stating that he or she intends to qualify by this

alternative nethod. The candidate nust indicate in his or her

oath for which group or district he or she is running. The

oath shall be filed at any tine after the first Tuesday after
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1| the first Monday in January of the year in which the election
2]is held, but prior to the 21st day preceding the first day of
3| the qualifying period. No signatures shall be obtained by a
4 | candidate on any nonminating petition until the candi date has
5| filed the oath.

6 (b) Upon receipt of a witten oath froma candi dat e,

7 | the supervisor of elections shall provide the candidate with
8| petition forms in sufficient nunbers to facilitate the

9 | gathering of signatures pursuant to this subsection. Such

10| fornms shall be prescribed by the Division of Elections. No
11 | signature shall be counted toward the nunber of signatures

12 | required unless it is on a petition form prescribed pursuant
13| to this subsection

14 (c) When a candidate has filed the oath prescribed in
15| this subsection, the candidate nay begin to seek signatures on
16 | petitions supporting his or her candidacy. Only signatures of
17 | el ectors who are registered in Alachua County shall be counted
18 | toward obtai ning the m ni num nunber of signatures prescribed
19| in this subsection. A candidate for the office of schoo

20 | board of Al achua County shall obtain the signatures of a

21 | nunber of qualified electors equal to at | east 3 percent of

22 | the total nunber of registered electors of Alachua County as
23 | shown by the conpilation by the Departnent of State for the
24 | | ast precedi ng general election

25 (3)(a) The nane of an unopposed candidate for the

26 | of fice of school board nenber shall not appear on any ballot,
27 | and such candi date shall be deenmed to have voted for hinself
28 | at the general election

29 (b) If two candidates, neither of whomis a wite-in
30 | candidate, qualify in a school -board-nenber residence area,
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t he nanes of those candi dates shall be placed on the ballot at
t he general el ection.

(c) If nore than two candi dates, none of whomis a
wite-in candidate, qualify in a school -board-nenber residence
area, the nanes of those candi dates shall be placed on the
ballot at the first primary election. |[If any candidate for
such office receives a majority of the votes cast for such
office in the first primary election, the name of the
candi date who receives such majority shall not appear on any
other ballot unless a wite-in candidate has qualified for
such office. An unopposed candi date shall be deened to have
voted for hinmself at the general election. |If no candidate
for such office receives a majority of the votes cast for such
office in the first primary el ection, the nanes of the two
candi dates receiving the highest nunber of votes for such
office shall be placed on the general election ballot. |If
nore than two candi dates receive an equal and hi ghest nunber
of votes, the nane of each candi date receiving an equal and
hi ghest nunber of votes shall be placed on the genera
el ection ballot. In any contest in which there is atie for
second place and the candidate placing first did not receive a
majority of the votes cast for such office, the nanme of the
candi date placing first and the nane of each candi date tying
for second shall be placed on the general election ballot.

(d) The candi date who receives the highest nunber of
votes cast for the office in the general election shall be
el ected to such office. |If the vote at the general election
results in a tie, the outcone shall be determnined by |ot.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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