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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 175
By Representative Rodriguez- Chonmat

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to education; creating a pilot
programto increase the nunber of schoo
counsel ors; establishing a ratio of counselors
to students; requiring an eval uation; providing
an appropriation; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. There is hereby created a 3-year pilot

programin Dade, Orange, and Leon Counties to provide

addi ti onal counselors in the public schools. |In order to

advi se students with regard to their abilities and aptitudes,

to assist students in the selection of credit courses required

for high school graduation, and to provide gui dance regarding

educati onal and career options after high school, 200

addi ti onal counselors shall be hired to achieve, at a m ni mum

the follow ng rati os:

(1) For elenentary school s:

(a) One counselor for each 800 students for schoo
year 1997-1998.

(b) One counselor for each 700 students for schoo
year 1998-1999.

(c) One counselor for each 600 students for schoo
year 1999-2000.

(2) For middle schools:

(a) One counselor for each 700 students for schoo
year 1997-1998.

(b) One counselor for each 600 students for schoo
year 1998-1999.
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1 (c) One counselor for each 500 students for schoo
2 | year 1999-2000.
3 (3) For high schools:
4 (a) One counselor for each 600 students for schoo
51 year 1997-1998.
6 (b) One counselor for each 500 students for schoo
7| year 1998-1999.
8 (c) One counselor for each 400 students for schoo
9| year 1999-2000.
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11| If appropriated funds are not sufficient to achieve the ratios
12| set forth in this section, each of the three school districts
13 | shall receive a FTE prorated share of avail abl e funds.
14 Section 2. Each pilot program school district shal
15| conduct an evaluation of the pilot program and provide a
16 | report with recomendations to the President of the Senate and
17 | the Speaker of the House of Representatives by Decenber 1,
18 | 2000.
19 Section 3. There is hereby appropriated fromthe
20 | General Revenue Fund to the Departnment of Education the sum of
21 1$8 nillion to be allocated on a FTE pro rata basis to the
22 | school districts in Dade, Orange, and Leon Counties for the
23 | purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act.
24 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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27 HOUSE SUMVARY
28 . .
Creates a 3-year_pilot programin Dade, Orange, and Leon
29 Counties to provide additional counselors in the public
school s, based on a ratio of counselors to students in
30 the elenentary, niddle, and high schools. Requires
eval uation of "the pilot programw th reconmendations to
31 t he Legi sl ature. rovi des an appropriation
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