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1

2 An act relating to the judiciary; anending s.

3 26.031, F.S.; increasing the nunber of judges

4 in specified judicial circuits; anending s.

5 34.022, F.S.; increasing the nunber of judges

6 in specified county courts; providing an

7 ef fective date.

8

9| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

10

11 Section 1. Section 26.031, Florida Statutes, 1996

12 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

13 26.031 Judicial circuits; nunber of judges.--The

14 | nunber of circuit judges in each circuit shall be as follows:
15

16 | JUDICIAL CCRCU T TOTAL
17 (1)  FirsSt.. . 19
18 (2) Second......... ... ... 121t
19 (3) Third. ... .. e 5
20 (4) Fourth. ... ... . . . e 2928
21 (5) Fifth ... . 2018
22 (B6) Sixth. ... .. 37
23 (7) Seventh......... ... .. . 2126
24 (8) Eighth...... .. . . 10
25 (9) Ninth. ... .. . 3332
26 (10) Tenth. .. ... 18
27 (11) Eleventh. . ... ... . . .. 70
28 (12) Twelfth. .. . 17
29 (13) Thirteenth. .. ... ... .. . . i 33
30 (14) Fourteenth. .. ...... . . . . i e 9
31 (15) Fifteenth. . ... ... .. . . . . i 31
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1 (16) Sixteenth.......... . . ... i 4
2 (17) Seventeenth.......... ... ... .. . i 4645
3 (18) Eighteenth....... ... ... . . . . . . . . . 21
4 (19) Nneteenth......... ... ... . . . i 13
5 (20) Twentieth......... .. . . i 20
6 Section 2. Section 34.022, Florida Statutes, 1996
7 | Suppl enent, is anmended to read:
8 34.022 Nunber of county court judges for each
9| county.--The nunber of county court judges in each county
10 | shall be as foll ows:
11
12 | COUNTY TOTAL
13 (1) Alachua........... . . e e 5
14 (2) Baker......... ... e e 1
15 (3)  Bay. . ... e 3
16 (4) Bradford.......... ... .. .. e 1
17 (B) Brevard............ .. e 7
18 (6) Broward............ .. e 2524
19 (7) Calhoun......... . .. .. e 1
20 (8) Charlotte. ... ... ... e 2
21 (9) GtruUS. .. e e e 1
22 (10)  Qay. .o e 2
23 (11) Collier. ... e 3
24 (12) Colunmbia....... ... 1
25 (13) Dade. . ... 4146
26 (14) DeSOt 0. ..t ittt 1
27 (15) DiXi .o e e e 1
28 (16) Duval . ....... e 13
29 (17) Escanbia.......... .. .. ... e e 5
30 (18) Flagler. ... ... e e e 1
31 (19) Franklin.. ... ... .. . e 1
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1 (20) Gadsden. .......... .. e e 1

2 (21) Glchrist.. ... . . . e 1

3 (22) A ades. . ... 1

4 (23) QU . 1

5 (24) Hamilton......... .. . .. e 1

6 (25) Hardee....... ... . . e 1

7 (26) Hendry. ....... .. e 1

8 (27) Hernando. . .......... .. .. e 1

9 (28) Highlands........ ... .. . . .. 1

10 (29) Hillsborough........ ... .. .. . . . . . . . . 13
11 (30) Holmes. ... 1
12 (31) Indian R Ver..... ... ... 2
13 (32) JacKkson. . ....... .. e 1
14 (33) Jefferson........... .. i e e 1
15 (34) Lafayette....... ... e e e 1
16 (35) Lake. . ... 2
17 (36)  LBE. .ot 6
18 (37)  Leon. . ... e 4
19 (38)  LeVY. . i e 1
20 (39) Liberty. ... ... e e 1
21 (40) Madi SON. ... ... e 1
22 (41) MANAt EE. . ... i e e 3
23 (42) MBI ON. . e e e 3
24 (43) Martin. ... ... 2
25 (44)  MONI OB, . .o e e e e 4
26 (45) NaSSaAU. . ..ottt e e e e 1
27 (46) CKal 00Sa. .. ... e 2
28 (47) Ckeechobee. . ... ... . e 1
29 (48) Orange. .. ...t 1413
30 (49) Gsceola. ... e 3
31 (50) PalmBeach.......... ... ... . . . . . 17
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1 (B1) PasCO. . ... e 3
2 (52) Pinellas........ ... 13
3 (53) Pol K. ... . 6
4 (54) Putnam ......... .. . . e 1
5 (55) St. Johns......... .. .. .. 2
6 (56) St. LUCie...... ... e e 3
7 (57) Santa Rosa.............. i, 2
8 (58) Sarasota.............iiiiiii e e 4
9 (59) Seminole....... ... . ... 5
10 (B0)  SUNt I . ... e e 1
11 (B1l)  SUWANNEE. . . i ittt e e e e e e e e e 1
12 (62) Tayl or. ... e 1
13 (B3) Union. ... ... .. e e 1
14 (64) Volusia......... ... e 9
15 (65) Makulla. .. ... ... . 1
16 (66) MAltoON. ... ... 1
17 (67) Mashington............ .. ... 1
18 Section 3. The Ofice of Program Policy and
19 | Governnental Accountability is directed to study, through its
20| staff or by contract with a vendor, the judicial efficiency
21| and cost effectiveness of Florida's two-tiered trial court
22 | systemand the jurisdictional distinctions between county and
23| circuit courts. Alternatives, such as full - or part-tine
24 | magi strates for small clains and civil traffic infractions,
25| changes in jurisdiction, and a unified trial court system
26 | should be included in the study. This study should al so
27 | include an exanination of the state case reporting system
28 | currently used by the Florida Suprene Court to deternine
29 | judicial workload.
30 (2) The study nust be conpleted and subnitted to the
31| President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
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Representatives, the Chief Justice, and the Governor no |ater
than January 31, 1998.
Section 4. The judges filling new offices created by

this act shall be appointed by the Governor and shall take

office on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January
1998.

Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 of this act shall take
effect on the first Tuesday after the first Mnday in January
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1998, and all remnining sections shall take effect upon
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