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Florida Senate - 1998 (NP) CS for SB 178

By the Cormittee on Transportation and Senators Burt, Fornan
and Dyer

306- 707- 98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to building designations;
nam ng that portion of the Florida Departnent
of Transportation District Five Headquarters
Bui l ding in Deland conpl eted March 26, 1993, as
the "Ben G Watts Building"; designhating a
specified bridge in Pasco County as the "Father
Felix Ulrich Bridge"; providing for the
erection of markers; providing an effective
dat e.

WHEREAS, Ben G Watts dedicated 23 years of his life to
public service with the Departnment of Transportation, and

WHEREAS, Ben G Watts served a vital role in devel opi ng
Central Florida's transportation planning and funding from
1984 to 1989 as Director of Production and then as District
Secretary of the Departnent of Transportation's District Five,
and

VWHEREAS, Ben G Watts served from 1989 to 1997 as
Secretary of Transportation, and

VWHEREAS, Ben G Watts has been a leader in efforts to
address this state's transportati on needs, and

WHEREAS, under the | eadership of Ben G Watts, this
state doubled its annual expenditures on road and bridge
i mprovenents, while maintaining |low adninistrative costs and
hi gh efficiency in the Departnent of Transportation, and

VWHEREAS, Ben G Watts has advocated and cultivated an
at nosphere of cooperation anong nunici pal, county, and state
governnents as they address transportation needs and i ssues,
and
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WHEREAS, Ben G Watts has been a visionary in
supporting alternative forns of transportation, while
preservi ng and expandi ng our road and bridge infrastructure,
and

VWHEREAS, Ben G Watts has denpnstrated a standard of
integrity toward which all public servants should strive, and

WHEREAS, Ben G Watts is anong this state's nost
respected | eaders in the transportation field, and

WHEREAS, Father Felix Ulrich was an early pioneer of
Christian activity in Pasco County, and

VWHEREAS, Father Felix Ulrich said his first Mass in
Pasco County in 1913, and

WHEREAS, Father Felix U lrich founded Queen of Peace
Catholic Church of Pasco County in 1919 and becane its first
resident priest in 1922, and

WHEREAS, Father Felix U lrich has had a positive
i nfl uence on Pasco County through his econom ¢ and soci al
activities, and

WHEREAS, honoring Father Felix Ulrich would be a neans
of recognizing the pioneering spirit of all who cane before
us, while recognizing the contributions nade by this hunble
man for his tireless |abor for the conmunity, NOW THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) That portion of the Departnment of

Transportation District Five Headquarters Buil ding conpl et ed
March 26, 1993, which is |located at 719 South Wodl and
Boul evard in DelLand, is designated as the "Ben G Watts

Bui | di ng. "
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(2) The Departnent of Transportation is directed to

erect suitable markers bearing the designation nade by this

act .

Section 2. (1) State bridge 140067, | ocated on State
Road 54 in Pasco County, is designated the "Father Felix
Ulrich Bridge."

(2) The Departnent of Transportation is directed to

erect suitable markers designating the "Father Felix Ulrich

Bri dge" as described in subsection (1).

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
Senate Bill 178

The Committee Substitute d |s |ngrlshes the portion of the
Partnent of Transportati strict 5 Headquarters in
and t hat was conpl et ed on March 26, 1993, as the Portlon to
be named for forner departnent secretary, Ben.

The Conmittee Substitute adds State bridge 140067, |ocated on
State Road 54 in Pasco county to be designated "Father Felijx
UIILlch Bri dge", and directs the departnent to erect suitable
mar ker s
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