HB 1785, First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to health insurance contracts;
3 anendi ng ss. 627.6416, 627.6579, F.S.; anending
4 the definition of the term"child health

5 supervi si on services"; anending requirenents

6 for such services; providing requirenents for

7 t he coverage of such services under health

8 i nsurance policies and under group, blanket, or
9 franchi se health insurance policies; anending
10 S. 627.6699, F.S.; authorizing certain smal

11 enpl oyer carriers to inpose certain

12 requirenents in participating in,

13 admi ni stering, or issuing certain health

14 benefits under certain circunstances; anendi ng
15 s. 641.31, F.S.; providing requirenents for

16 heal t h mai ntenance contracts relating to

17 coverage of newborn children and prem uns

18 relating thereto; requiring the continuing

19 coverage, past the usual linmting age, of

20 certain dependent children; requiring health

21 mai nt enance contracts relating to famly

22 coverage to provide specified child health

23 supervi si on services; providing an effective

24 dat e.

25

26 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
27

28 Section 1. Section 627.6416, Florida Statutes, is
29 | anended to read:

30 627.6416 Coverage for child health supervision
31| services.--
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HB 1785, First Engrossed

(1) Al health insurance policies providing coverage
on an expense-incurred basis which provide coverage for a
menber of a family of the insured or subscriber nust shat, as

to such famly nenber's coverage, also provide that the health
i nsurance benefits applicable for children include coverage
for child health supervision services fromthe nonent of birth
to age 16 years. Such services nust shatH- be exenpt from any
deducti bl e provisions that are which—+ay—be in force in such
policies or contracts.

(2) As used in Fer—purposes—of this section, the term

"child health supervision services" neans physician-delivered

or physician-supervi sed services that whieh—shat+ i ncl ude, at
a as—the m ni num benefit—eoverage—for services delivered at

the intervals and scope stated in this section

(a) For—purpoeses—of—this—seeti+onChild health

supervi si on services nust shatH- include periodic 38 visits

whi ch shal | at—approextmatety—the—foHowng—age—intervals:-

Serviees—to—be—covered—at—each—visit include a history, a
physi cal exanination, ant a devel opnental assessnent and
antici patory gui dance, and appropriate inmunizations and

| aboratory tests. Such services and periodic visits shall be

provided in accordance with prevailing nedi cal standards

consistent with the Recommendati ons for Preventive Pediatric

Health Care of the Anmerican Acadeny of Pediatrics.—n
I . et " i eal or-es-

(b) Mninmumbenefits may be linited to one visit

payable to one provider for all of the services provi ded at
each visit cited in this section
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HB 1785, First Engrossed

(3) This section does not apply to disability incone,
speci fi ed di sease, Medicare suppl enent, or hospital indemity
policies.

Section 2. Section 627.6579, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

627.6579 Coverage for child health supervision
services. - -

(1) Al group, blanket, or franchise health insurance
policies providing coverage on an expense-incurred basis which
provide coverage for a famly nmenber of the certificatehol der
or subscriber nust shatt, as to such fanily nenber's coverage

al so provide that the health i nsurance benefits applicable for

children include coverage for child health supervision

services fromthe nonent of birth to age 16 years. Such

servi ces nust shatk be exenpt from any deducti bl e provi sions

that are whieh—+ay—be in force in such policies or contracts.
(2) As used in Fer—purposes—of this section, the term

"child health supervision services" neans physician-delivered

or physician-supervi sed services that whieh—shat+ i ncl ude, at

a as—the m ni num benefit coverage for services delivered at
the intervals and scope stated in this section

(a) For—purpoeses—of—this—seeti+onChild health

supervi si on services nust shatH- include periodic 38 visits

whi ch shal | at—approextratety—the—foowng—age—intervals:-

Serviees—to—be—covered—at—each—visit include a history, a
physi cal exanination, ant a devel opnental assessnent and
antici patory gui dance, and appropriate inmunizations and

| aboratory tests. Such services and periodic visits shall be
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HB 1785, First Engrossed

provided in accordance with prevailing nedi cal standards

consistent with the Recommendati ons for Preventive Pediatric

Health Care of the Anmerican Acadeny of Pediatrics.—n
I . et " N or-es-

(b) Mninmumbenefits may be linited to one visit

payabl e to one provider for all of the services provi ded at
each visit cited in this section

(3) This section does not apply to disability inconeg,
speci fi ed di sease, Medicare supplenent, or hospital indemity
policies.

Section 3. Paragraph (h) of subsection (5) of section
627.6699, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to
read:

627.6699 Enpl oyee Health Care Access Act.--

(5) AVAILABILITY OF COVERAGE. - -

(h) Al health benefit plans issued under this section
nmust conply with the follow ng conditions:

1. In determ ning whether a preexisting condition
provision applies to an eligible enployee or dependent, credit
nmust be given for the tinme the person was covered under
gual i fying previous coverage if the previous coverage was
continuous to a date not nore than 30 days prior to the
effective date of the new coverage, exclusive of any
appl i cabl e waiting period under the plan

2. Late enrollees may be excluded from coverage only
for the greater of 18 nonths or the period of an 18-nobnth
preexi sting condition exclusion; however, if both a period of
excl usi on from coverage and a preexisting condition excl usion
are applicable to a late enrollee, the conbined period may not
exceed 18 nonths after the effective date of coverage. For
enpl oyers who have fewer than three enpl oyees, a late enrollee
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HB 1785, First Engrossed

may be excl uded from coverage for no |longer than 24 nonths if
he was not covered by qualifying previous coverage continually
to a date not nore than 30 days before the effective date of
hi s new cover age.

3. Any requirement used by a small enployer carrier in
determ ni ng whether to provide coverage to a small enpl oyer
group, including requirenents for mnimum participation of
el i gi bl e enpl oyees and mi ni nrum enpl oyer contributions, nust be
applied uniformy anong all small enpl oyer groups having the
sanme nunber of eligible enpl oyees applying for coverage or
receiving coverage fromthe snall enployer carrier, except
that a small enpl oyer carrier that participates in,

adm ni sters, or issues health benefits pursuant to s. 381.0406

whi ch do not include a preexisting condition exclusion nmay

require as a condition of offering such benefits that the

enpl oyer has had no health i nsurance coverage for its

enpl oyees for a period of at least 6 nonths. A snmall enpl oyer

carrier may vary application of mninmmparticipation
requi renments and mini nrum enpl oyer contribution requirenents
only by the size of the small enpl oyer group

4. I n applying mninmmparticipation requirenents with
respect to a snmall enployer, a small enployer carrier shal
not consider as an eligible enpl oyee enpl oyees or dependents
who have qualifying existing coverage in an enpl oyer-based
group i nsurance plan or an ERI SA qualified self-insurance plan
in deternining whether the applicabl e percentage of
participation is net.

5. A small enployer carrier shall not increase any
requi rement for m ni num enpl oyee participation or any
requi rement for m ni num enpl oyer contribution applicable to a
smal | enployer at any tine after the small enpl oyer has been
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HB 1785, First Engrossed

accepted for coverage, unless the enpl oyer size has changed,
in which case the small enployer carrier may apply the
requirenents that are applicable to the new group size.

6. If a small enployer carrier offers coverage to a
smal | enployer, it nust offer coverage to all the snal
enpl oyer's eligible enployees and their dependents. A snal
enpl oyer carrier may not offer coverage linmited to certain
persons in a group or to part of a group, except with respect
to late enroll ees.

7. A small enployer carrier may not nodify any health
benefit plan issued to a small enployer with respect to a
smal | enpl oyer or any eligible enployee or dependent through
riders, endorsenents, or otherwise to restrict or exclude
coverage for certain diseases or nedical conditions otherw se
covered by the health benefit plan

8. An initial enrollnment period of at |east 30 days
nmust be provided. An annual 30-day open enrol |l nent period
nmust be offered to each snmall enployer's eligible enployees
and their dependents.

Section 4. Subsection (9) of section 641.31, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended, and subsections (29)
and (30) are added to that section, to read:

641.31 Heal th mai ntenance contracts. --

(9) Al health maintenance contracts that whieh
provi de coverage, benefits, or services for a nenber of the
famly of the subscriber nmust shakH-, as to such famly

nmenber's coverage, benefits, or services, provide also that

the coverage, benefits, or services applicable for children

nust shatt+ be provided with respect to a preenrotHed newborn
child of the subscriber, or covered famly nenber of the

subscri ber, fromthe nonent of birth. However, with respect
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to a newborn child of a covered fanily nenber other than the

spouse of the insured or subscriber, the coverage for the

newborn child term nates 18 nonths after the birth of the

newborn child. The coverage, benefits, or services for newborn

chil dren nust shal+ consi st of coverage for injury or

si ckness, including the necessary care or treatnent of
nedi cal |y di agnosed congenital defects, birth abnormalities,
or prematurity, and transportation costs of the newborn to and
fromthe nearest appropriate facility appropriately staffed
and equi pped to treat the newborn's condition, when such
transportation is certified by the attendi ng physician as
nedi cal |y necessary to protect the health and safety of the
newborn chil d.

(a) A contract may require the subscriber to notify

the plan of the birth of a child within a tine period, as

specified in the contract, of not |less than 30 days after the

birth, or a contract may require the pre-enroll nent of a

newborn prior to birth. However, if tinely notice is given, a

pl an may not charge an additional premiumfor additiona

coverage of the newborn child for not |less than 30 days after

the birth of the child. If tinmely notice is not given, the

plan may charge an additional preniumfromthe date of bhirth.

The contract may not deny coverage of the child due to failure

of the subscriber to tinely notify the plan of the birth of

the child or to pre-enroll the child.

(b) |If the contract does not require the subscriber to

notify the plan of the birth of a child within a specified

time period, the plan may not deny coverage of the child nor

may it retroactively charge the subscriber an additional

premiumfor the child;, however, the contract may prospectively

charge the nenber an additional premumfor the child if the
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pl an provides at | east 45 days' notice of the additiona

char ge.
(29) If a health maintenance contract provides that

coverage of a dependent child of the subscriber will terninate

upon attainnment of the linmting age for dependent children

which is specified in the contract, the contract nust al so

provide in substance that attainnment of the linmting age does

not terminate the coverage of the child while the child

continues to be both:

(a) Incapable of self-sustaining enploynent by reason

of nmental retardation or physical handi cap, and

(b) Chiefly dependent upon the enpl oyee or nenber for

support and nmi nt enance.

If the claimis denied under a contract for the stated reason

that the child has attained the liniting age for dependent

children specified in the contract the notice or denial nust

state that the subscriber has the burden of establishing that

the child continues to neet the criteria specified in

par agraphs (a) and (b).

(30)(a) Al health maintenance contracts which provide

coverage, benefits, or services for a nmenber of the fanmily of

t he subscriber nust, as to such fam |y nenber's coverage,

benefits, or services, also provide that the benefits

applicable for children include coverage for child health

supervi sion services fromthe nonent of birth to age 16 years.
(b) As used in this subsection, the term"child health
supervi si on services" neans physician-delivered or

physi ci an- supervi sed services that include, at a m ni mum

services delivered at the intervals and scope stated in this

subsecti on.
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1 1. Child health supervision services nust include
2| periodic visits which shall include a history, a physica

3 | exani nation, a devel opnental assessnent and anticipatory

4 | gui dance, and appropriate imruni zations and | aboratory tests.
5] Such services and periodic visits shall be provided in

6 | accordance with prevailing nedical standards consistent with
7 | the Recommendations for Preventive Pediatric Health Care of
8 | the Anerican Acadeny of Pediatrics.

9 2. Mninmmbenefits may be limted to one visit

10 | payable to one provider for all of the services provided at
11 | each visit cited in this subsection

12 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
13
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