Florida Senate - 1998 CS for CS for SB 182 & SB 1042

By the Committees on Education, Children, Fanmilies and Seniors
and Senators Kirkpatrick and Hol zendorf

304- 1760A- 98

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to early education and child

3 care; creating the School Readi ness Comnri ssion
4 to serve as an advisory body to the State Board
5 of Education and ot her state agencies on

6 matters that relate to school readi ness;

7 providing for the commi ssion to be assigned to
8 the Executive O fice of the Governor for

9 admi ni strative purposes; providing for the

10 CGovernor to appoint the nenbers of the

11 conmm ssion; providing for the nenbers to be

12 approved by the State Board of Education and
13 confirmed by the Senate; requiring the

14 conmi ssion to appoint an executive director

15 providing for paynent of per diemand travel
16 expenses of comm ssion nenbers; establishing
17 duties of the comm ssion; requiring the

18 conmi ssion to prepare a system for neasuring
19 school readi ness; specifying objectives to be
20 neasured by such system requiring the
21 conmi ssion to contract with an i ndependent
22 entity to eval uate the neasurenent system
23 requiring the conmssion to make
24 recommendations to the Governor and the State
25 Board of Education; authorizing the conmm ssion
26 to adopt rules; establishing a School Readi ness
27 Coordinating Council; creating s. 402. 265
28 F.S.; providing legislative intent;
29 establishing the early education and child care
30 program and providing for optiona
31 participation; providing for the council to be
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1 assigned to the Executive Ofice of the

2 CGovernor for administrative purposes; providing

3 for oversight; providing eligibility for

4 participation in the program providing

5 perfornmance standards and outcone neasures;

6 providi ng for School Readi ness Coalitions;

7 providing for inplenentation of prograns;

8 requiring devel opnent of a plan and providing

9 programrequi renents; requiring a sliding fee

10 scal e; providing for funding; requiring a

11 rei mbursenent rate schedul e; providing

12 requirenents relating to fiscal agents;

13 providing for parental choice and for paynent

14 arrangenents; providing for evaluation and

15 reporting; providing that federal requirenents

16 control in the case of conflict; exenpting

17 famly child care providers fromincreased

18 standards; repealing s. 411.222(4), F.S.

19 relating to the State Coordinating Council for
20 Early Chil dhood Services; providing an
21 ef fective date.
22
23| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
24
25 Section 1. School Readi ness Conmmi ssion.--
26 (1) The School Readi ness Commi ssion is established and
27 | assigned to the Executive Ofice of the Governor for
28 | adnmini strative purposes. The conm ssion shall carry out the
29 | duties and responsihbilities provided in this section and
30 | del egated by the State Board of Education and is not subject
31| to control, supervision, or direction by the Executive Ofice
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of the Governor or the State Board of Educati on. The

conmi ssion shall serve as an advisory body to the State Board

of Education and ot her appropriate state agencies and entities

on all matters relating to achi evenent of the first state

educati on goal, readiness to start school. In addition, the

conm ssion's reports and recommendati ons shall be nade

available to the Governor, the Legislature, the State Board of

Educati on, other appropriate state agencies and entiti es,

di strict school boards, central agencies for child care, and

county public health units.

(2) The commission shall be conposed of 12 nenbers of

the public who shall be business, conmmunity, and civic | eaders

in the state who are not elected to public office and who do

not earn their incone in the early education and child care

i ndustry. Each nenber shall be appoi nted by the Governor

subj ect to approval by three nenbers of the State Board of

Educati on other than the Governor and subject to confirmation

by the Senate. Menbers shall be appointed to 4-year ternms of

of fice. However, of the initial appointees, three shall be

appointed to 1-year terns, three shall be appointed to 2-year

terns, three shall be appointed to 3-year terns, and three

shal | be appointed to 4-year terns. The nenbers of the

conmi ssion shall elect a chairperson annually. Any vacancy on

t he conmm ssion shall be filled in the sanme nmanner as the

ori gi nal appoi nt nent.

(3) The commission shall neet as often as it deens

necessary to carry out its duties and responsibilities.

(4) The conmission shall appoint an executive director

to serve at its pleasure, who shall performthe duties

assigned to himor her by the commi ssion. The executive

director shall be the chief adm nistrative officer of the
3
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conm ssion and shall be responsible for appointing al

enpl oyees and staff nenbers of the conmi ssion, who shall serve

under his or her direction and control

(5) Menbers of the conmi ssion shall serve without

conpensation, but are entitled to rei nbursenent for per diem

and travel expenses incurred in the performance of their

duties as provided in section 112.061, Florida Statutes.

(6) The conmi ssion shall:

(a) Serve as a citizen board to coordinate the efforts

toward school readiness in this state and provi de i ndependent

policy anal yses and recomendations to the Governor, the State

Board of Education, and the Legi sl ature.

(b) Prepare and subnit to the State Board of Education

a system for nmeasuring school readi ness. The system nust

i nclude a screening instrunent, or instrunents, which shal

provi de objective data regarding the foll ow ng expectations

f or school readiness:

1. The child's i mmunizati ons and other health

I’GQUi renents as necessary.

2. The child's display of physical devel opnent

appropriate for kindergarten.

3. The child's conpliance with rules, lintations, and

routines.
4. The child's successful engagenent in kindergarten

t asks.
5. The child's denpbnstration of appropriate

interactions with adults.

6. The child's denpbnstrati on of appropriate

interactions with peers.

7. The child's effective coping with chall enges and

frustrati ons.

4
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8. The child' s denobnstration of appropriate self-help

skills.
9. The child's ability to express his needs

appropriately.

10. The child's denonstrati on of verbal conmunication

skills necessary to succeed in kindergarten

11. The child's denonstrati on of problemsolving

skills necessary to succeed in kindergarten

12. The child's followi ng of verbal directions.

13. The child's denpnstration of curiosity,

persi stence, and expl oratory behavi or

14. The child's denonstration of an interest in books

and other printed naterials.

15. The child's paying attention to stories.

16. The child's participation in art and nusic

activities.
(c) Prepare a plan for inplenenting the systemfor

neasuring school readiness in such a way that all children in

this state have the opportunity to undergo the screening in

the year prior to their entry into kindergarten. The plan nust

include a way to nmake the screening i nstrunent and the

training required to admnister it available to public and

private providers of preschool and child care prograns, and a

way to nmake the screening available to children who do not

participate in such prograns.

(d) Establish a nethod for collecting data fromthe

screeni ng instrunent and establish guidelines for using the

data so that the neasurenent, the data collection, and the use

of the data serve the statewide goal that all children will be

ready for school. The criteria for deternining which data to

coll ect should be the useful ness of the data to state
5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 1998 CS for CS for SB 182 & SB 1042
304- 1760A- 98

1| policymakers and program administrators in adninistering

2| prograns and allocating state funds.

3 (e) Contract with an independent entity for an

4 | eval uation of the neasurenent system The eval uati on nust

5] provide the information that |ocal and state agencies, the

6 | Governor, and the Legislature need to provide for the

7| effective administration of prograns that serve preschoo

8| children. The eval uation nmust provide information that wll

9| assist providers of private preschool and child care prograns
10| in assessing the success of preschool and child care prograns
11 | and naki ng deci si ons about inproving program services to

12 | prepare children for school

13 (f) Recommend to the Governor, the Conmi ssi oner of

14 | Education, and the State Board of Education rules, and

15| revisions or repeal of rules, which would increase the

16 | effectiveness of prograns that prepare children for school

17 (g) Conduct studies and planning activities related to
18 | the overall inprovenent and effectiveness of school -readi ness
19 | neasur es.
20 (h) Subnit an annual report of its activities to the
21| Governor, the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the
22 | House of Representatives, and the mnority | eaders of both
23 | houses of the Legislature.
24
25| To ensure that the system for neasuring school readiness is
26 | conpr ehensi ve and appropriate statewide, as the systemis
27 | devel oped and i npl enented, the conmi ssion nust consult with
28 | representatives of district school systems, providers of
29 | public and private child care, health care providers, |arge
30| and small enpl oyers, and experts in child devel opnent.
31
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(7) The commi ssion may adopt rul es necessary to

admi ni ster the provisions of this section relating to

preparation and i npl enentation of the systemfor schoo

readi ness, data coll ection, approving |local coalition plans,

awardi ng incentives to coalitions, and contracting for an

eval uati on.
Section 2. School Readi ness Coordi nating Council. --
(1) The School Readi ness Coordinating Council is
established with responsibility for advising the Schoo

Readi ness Commi ssion regarding policies facilitating | ocal

i npl erentation, providing technical assistance, and hel ping

secure waivers. The School Readi ness Coordinati ng Counci

shall consist of:

(a) The Deputy Conmi ssioner of Education Prograns in

t he Departnent of Educati on;

(b) The Secretary of Children and Fam|ly Services or a

desi ghat ed division director

(c) The Secretary of Health or a designated division

di rector;
(d) The Chair of the Child Care Partnership Board;
(e) The Executive Director of the State WAGES Board,;
(f) The President of the Florida Pediatric Society;
(g) The Chair of the Florida Council of 100;
(h) The President of the Head Start Directors
Associ ati on;
(i) The President of the Florida Children's Forum
(j) The Chair of the Devel opnental Disabilities
Counci | ;
(k) The Director of the Healthy Start Coalition
Associ ati on;

7
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(1) The President of the Florida School Boards
Associ ati on;

(m The Chair of the Florida Association of Famly
Child Care Hones;

(n) The Chair of a School Readi ness Coalition

(o) The President of the Florida Association of Child
Car e Managenent,

(p) The Executive Director of the Early Chil dhood
Associ ati on;

(q) The Chair of the Florida |Interagency Coordinating

Council for Infants and Toddl ers;

(r) The Coordinator of the Florida Parent Resource

Organi zati on

(s) A representative of the Fanily Network on

Disabilities of Florida;
(t) The President of the Children's Services Counci
Associ ation of Florida;
(u) The Director of the Agency for Health Care
Adnmi ni stration;
(v) The President of the State of Florida P.T. A ; and
(w) An additional five nenbers representing the

private-sector bhusiness comunity. These five nenbers nust be

selected by a nmpjority vote of the other nenbers.

The School Readi ness Coordinating Council shall select a chair

from anong t he busi ness community and a vice chair.

(2) School Readi ness Coordinating Council nenbers are

entitled to receive per diemand expenses for travel, as

provided in section 112.061, Florida Statutes, while carrying

out the official business of the council. For adm ni strative

8
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pur poses only, the council shall be assigned to the Ofice of

t he Gover nor.
(3) The School Readi ness Coordinating Council shal
neet and conduct business at |east quarterly or as needed to

carry out the duties of the council
(4) The School Readi ness Coordinating Council shall be
staffed by the Ofice of the Governor and draw upon state

agency personnel and resources as needed to inplenent policy

necessary to facilitate the early education and child care

program
(5) Quarterly neetings of the School Readi ness

Coordi nating Council shall be open to the public and

opportunity for public comment shall be made avail abl e at each

such neeting. The staff of the School Readi ness Coordi nating

Council shall notify all persons who request such notice as to

the date, tine, and place of each quarterly neeting.
Section 3. Section 402.265, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

402.265 Early education and child care program --
(1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. - -
(a) The Legislature recognizes that high-quality early

education and child care prograns increase children's chances

of achi eving future educati onal success and becom ng

productive nenbers of society. It is the intent of the

Legi sl ature that such prograns be devel opnental, serve as

preventive neasures for children at risk of future schoo

failure, enhance the educati onal readi ness of all children

and support fanmily education and the involvenent of parents in

their child' s educational progress. Each early education and

child care program shall provide the el ements necessary to

hel p prepare preschool children for school, including health
9
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screening and referral, a devel opnentally appropriate

educati onal program and opportunities for parental

i nvol verrent in the program

(b) It is legislative intent that all programs and

services for Florida children in the first 5 years of life,

i ncluding health care, child care, child welfare, and forma

educati on, are school readi ness prograns.

(c) It is legislative intent that early education and

child care prograns be operated within funding limts on a

full-day, year-round basis to enable parents to work and

becone financially self-sufficient.

(d) It is legislative intent that early education and

child care programs not exist as isolated progranms, but build

upon existing services and work in cooperation with other

prograns for young children, and that these prograns be

coordi nated and funding integrated to achi eve ful

ef fecti veness.

(e) It is legislative intent that the inplenentation

of an early education and child care program be optional on a

county-by-county basis. It is further intended that, if a

county or counties decide to inplenment a program procedures

such as, but not linmited to, contracting, collocation

nmai nstreamni ng, and cooperative or integrated funding shall be

used to coordinate all publicly funded early education and

child care progranms, defined as prekindergarten early

i ntervention prograns, Head Start prograns, prograns offered

by public or private providers of child care, preschoo

prograns for children with disabilities, prograns for n grant

children, Title | prograns, subsidized child care prograns,

teen parent prograns, and other services.

10
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(2) CREATI ON OF OPTI ONAL PROGRAM EXEMPTI ONS. - - The
early education and child care program consisting of publicly

funded prograns listed in paragraph (1)(e) is established. The

early education and child care programis an optional program

A county or counties nay elect to participate in this program

by following the requirenents of this section. If the

provisions of this section are found to be in conflict with

any provisions of ss. 230.2305 and 402. 3015, the provisions of

this section shall prevail in any county that chooses to

participate in the early education and child care program and

obtai ns plan approval fromthe School Readi ness Coordi nating
Counci | .

(3) PROGRAM ELIABILITY.--The early education and
child care program shall be established for children from

birth to 6 years of age. The program shall consist of the

prograns listed in paragraph (1)(e), be adninistered by a

fiscal agent selected by the School Readi ness Coalition, and

receive funds pursuant to SB 180 or sinilar |egislation

Wthin funding linitations, the fiscal agent along with al

providers shall nmake reasonable efforts to accombdate the

needs of children for extended-day and extended-year services

Wi t hout conpromising the quality of the program Eligibility

for admission in the early education and child care programis

as foll ows:
(a) Children of participants in the WAGES program are

the only children eligible for services funded through the

federal Tenporary Assistance for Needy Fanilies program

(b) Children under 6 years of age who are:

1. Children determned to be at risk of abuse,

negl ect, or exploitation and who are currently clients of the

Departnent of Children and Fam |y Servi ces.
11
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2. Children at risk of welfare dependency, incl uding

children of migrant farmwrkers, children of teenage parents,

and children fromother famlies at risk of welfare dependency

due to a famly incone of |ess than 100 percent of the federa

poverty | evel.

3. Children of working famlies whose fanily incone is

equal to or greater than 100 percent, but does not exceed 150

percent, of the federal poverty |evel.

(c) Children who neet the eligibility requirenents for

the pre-kindergarten early intervention programunder s.
230. 2305(2).
(4) STANDARDS; OUTCOVE MEASURES. - -
(a) Al publicly funded early education and child care

prograns nust neet the foll owi ng perfornance standards and

out cone neasures devel oped by the Departnent of Education and

the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services:

1. They nust hel p prepare preschool children to enter

ki ndergarten ready to |learn, as neasured by the Schoo

Readi ness Checklist of the Departnent of Education.

2. They nust provide extended-day and extended-year

servi ces when possi bl e.

3. There nust be coordinated staff devel opnent and

t eachi ng opportunities.

4. There nust be expanded access to community services

and resources for fanilies to hel p achi eve econonic

sel f-sufficiency.

5. There nust be a sinplified point of entry and

unified waiting list.

6. They nust serve at |least as many children as were

served prior to inplenentation of the program

12
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1| The fiscal agent is responsible for nonitoring and providing
2 | assistance to these prograns to achi eve t he expected

3 | performance standards and out conme neasures. The fiscal agent
4| shall report to the School Readi ness Coalition on the

5| achi evenent of performance standards with recommendati ons for
6 | future funding.

7 (b) Al participating publicly funded early education
8| and child care prograns nust inplenent a conprehensive program
9] of children and fanily services that enhance the cognitive and
10 | physi cal devel opnent of children to achi eve the perfornmance
11 | standards and outcone neasures specified in paragraph (a). At
12 | a nininum these prograns nust contain the foll owi ng el enents:
13 1. Staff-child interaction

14 2. Developnentally appropriate curricul um

15 3. An appropriate staff-to-child ratio.

16 4, Continuity of care

17 5. Group size.

18 6. A healthy and safe environnent.

19 7. Varied famly conponents.

20 8. (Quality services at an identified cost.

21 9. Avresource and referral network to assist parents
22 | in making an i nforned choice pursuant to s. 402. 27.

23 (5) SCHOOL READI NESS COALI TI ONS. - -

24 (a)1. Each School Readiness Coalition must consist of
25| at least 12 nenbers. Four nenbers shall be appointed by the
26 | district school board, four nenbers shall be appointed by the
27 | county comni ssion for the county in which participating

28 | schools are |l ocated, and four nenbers shall be appoi nted by
29 | the Departnent of Children and Fanily Services district

30| adnministrator. |If a coalition has nore than 12 nenbers, the
31

13
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 1998 CS for CS for SB 182 & SB 1042
304- 1760A- 98

1| additional nenbers shall be appointed equally by the three

2 | appointing entities.

3 2. School Readi ness Coalition nenbership shal

4] include, in addition to private-sector business | eaders, the
5] local public and private | eaders in health care, education

6| disabilities, and child welfare systens in each county. Three
7 | menbers of the coalition nmust be administrators fromeach of
8| the following entities: The central agency for child care, the
9| district school board, and the Head Start program Schoo

10 | Readi ness Coalition nenbership nust include representatives
11| from prograns serving children in the early education and

12 | child care prograns and may include representatives from

13 | organi zati ons such as Children's Services Councils, Centra

14 | Agencies for Child Care, Healthy Start Coalitions, |oca

15| school boards, child care licensing boards, |ocal WAGES

16 | Coalitions, Head Start, nunicipal and county governnents, the
17 | Departnent of Children and Fanily Services, the County Public
18 | Health Unit, and chanbers of conmmerce. A mininum of five

19 | coalition nenbers shall be fromthe private sector

20 (b) |If a county chooses to participate in the early

21 | education and child care program the School Readi ness

22| Coalition will replace the district interagency coordinating
23| counci | .

24 (6) | MPLEMENTATI ON. - -

25 (a) The early education and child care program nay be
26 | inplenented in any county by agreenent of the district schoo
27 | system and the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services

28 | district, with approval of the School Readi ness Conm ssion

29 | Approval by the School Readi ness Conm ssion nust be predicated
30| on the subnission of a plan of inplenentation prepared and

31| submitted by the School Readi ness Coalition

14
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(b) The School Readiness Coalition in each county that

chooses to participate in the early education and child care

program shall develop a plan for inplenentation to neet the

requi renents of this section. The plan shall include a witten

description of the role of the programin the district's

effort to neet the first state education goal, readiness to

start school, including a description of the plan to involve

preki ndergarten early intervention prograns, Head Start

prograns, prograns offered by public or private providers of

child care, preschool progranms for children with disabilities,

prograns for migrant children, Title | prograns, subsidized

child care prograns, and teen parent prograns. The plan shal

al so denpnstrate how the programw || ensure that each

3-year-old and 4-year-old child in a publicly funded early

education and child care programreceives schedul ed activities

and instruction designed to prepare children to enter

ki ndergarten ready to learn. Prior to inplenentation of the

program the School Readi ness Coalition nust subnit the plan

to the School Readi ness Conmi ssion for approval. The pl an

shal |l be reviewed and revi sed as necessary, but not |less than

every 3 years.

(c) The early education and child care program shal

i nclude the foll owing m ni mum st andards and provi si ons:

1. Asliding fee scale, which is the sane for al

prograns, to be inplenented and reflected in each progranis

budget .
2. A choice of settings and |l ocations in |licensed,

regi stered, religious exenpt, or school -based prograns to be

provided to parents.

3. Instructional staff who have conpleted the training

course as required in s. 402.305(2)(d)1., as well as staff who
15
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1| have additional training or credentials as required by the

2 | respective prograns.

3

4|1 All revenues received through the sliding fee scale shall be
5] used to hel p fund extended-day and extended-year services.

6 (d) Persons with an early chil dhood teachi ng

7| certificate may provide support and supervision to other staff
8|lin the early education and child care program

9 (e) Two or nore counties may join for the purpose of
10 | planning and i nplenenting an early education and child care
11 | program

12 (7) RElI MBURSEMENT RATE. --The School Readi ness

13| Coalition shall develop a rei nbursenent rate schedul e that

14 | enconpasses all publicly funded early education and child care
15| prograns and conplies with applicable state and federal |aws
16 | and regul ations. The rei nbursenent rate schedul e nust incl ude
17 | the projected nunber of children to be served and nust be

18 | subnmitted to the School Readi ness Conm ssion for approval.

19 | Informal child care arrangenents shall be reinbursed at 50
20 | percent of the rate developed for famly child care.
21 (8) REQUI REMENTS RELATI NG TO FI SCAL AGENTS. - - The
22 | fiscal agent nust be a public entity or a private nonprofit
23 | organi zation. The fiscal agent shall be required to provide
24 | all administrative and direct funding services as determ ned
25| by the School Readi ness Coalition. The cost of these services
26 | shall be negotiated between the fiscal agent and the
27 | Departnent of Children and Fanily Services. The fiscal agent
28 | shall be responsible for nonitoring all providers to ensure
29 | that coalition funds are expended in the nanner and for the
30 | purpose required by the funding source. No public funds shal
31| be paid to a provider unless the provider agrees to allow the

16
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 1998 CS for CS for SB 182 & SB 1042
304- 1760A- 98

1| fiscal agent access to fulfill its nonitoring

2| responsibilities.

3 (9)(a) PARENTAL CHO CE; PAYMENT ARRANGEMENT. - - The

4| early education and child care programshall be provided in a
5| manner that ensures, to the maxi num extent possi bl e, parental
6 | choice through flexibility in early education and child care
7 | arrangenents and paynent arrangenents, including, but not

8| limted to, voucher, contract, and direct service provision

9| According to federal regul ations requiring parental choice, a
10 | parent may choose an informal child care arrangenent.

11 (b) When a voucher is provided, each voucher nust bear
12 | the nane of the beneficiary and the program provider and, when
13 | redeened, nust bear the signature of both the beneficiary and
14 | an authorized representative of the provider. If it is

15| determined that a provider has provided any cash to the

16 | beneficiary in return for receiving the voucher, the |oca

17 | coalition shall refer the matter to the Division of Public

18 | Assistance Fraud of the the Ofice of the Auditor General for
19 | investigation and shall notify the agency responsible for the
20 | fundi ng source.

21 (c) The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services in
22 | consultation with the office of the Conptroller shal

23 | establish an el ectronic di shursenent systemfor the

24 | di ssenination of funds and vouchers in accordance with this
25 | subsection. Fiscal agents shall fully inplenent the electronic
26 | funds transfer systemwi thin 3 years after plan approval

27 | unl ess a waiver is obtained fromthe School Readi ness

28 | Coordinating Council. The fiscal agent nay charge an

29 | adnministrative fee not to exceed 1.5 percent of each voucher
30| to offset adnm nistrative costs of the early education and

31| child care program
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1 (10) EVALUATI ON AND ANNUAL REPORT. - - Each School

2 | Readi ness Coalition shall conduct an evaluation of the

3| effectiveness of the early education and child care program
4 | including performnce standards and out cone neasures, and

5] shall provide an annual report and fiscal statenent to the

6 | School Readi ness Conm ssion, the President of the Senate, and
7 | the Speaker of the House of Representatives for review by the
8| Legislature. This report nust conformto the content and

9| format specifications set by the School Readi ness Comni ssion
10 (11) CONFLICTING PROVISIONS. --1n the event of a

11| conflict between the provisions of this section and federal
12 | requirenents, the federal requirenents shall control

13 Section 4. Nothing in this act shall have the effect
14 | of increasing the standards that nust be net by fanily child
15| care providers; however, children who receive child care

16 | services fromfamly child care providers will participate in
17 | school readi ness assessnent upon entering public or private
18 | ki ndergarten or the first grade.

19 Section 5. Subsection (4) of section 411.222, Florida
20| Statutes, is repeal ed

21 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
22 | l aw.

23

24

25
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27

28

29

30

31
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEE/%%B%EETUTE FOR

mrittee substitute differs from CS/SB 182 and SB 1042 in
| ow ng ways:

- ~

he co

he fol

he School Readi ness Conmi ssion, not the coordinating
o}

h?s the authority to adopt rules and approve local c
pl ans.

Fpuncih
i

alition

The commi ssion nust subnmit an _annual report to the Governor
Presi dent of the Senate, and Speaker of the House of
Represent ati ves.

Menmbers of the School Readi ness Comm ssion nust not hold
public office or receive incone fromthe early education and
child care industry.

Local coalitions may choose to have their Ereklndergarten and
subsi di zed child care funds placed in the Early. Education and
Child Care Trust Fund or_ they may forma coalition based on
cooperation w thout conbining their funds.

Ei ght additional nenbers are added to the School Readi ness
Coordi nating Council .

An administrator fromeach of the three ngjaor ﬂrogram

providers, Head Start, the school board, and the Central

%%epp for child care nust be appointed to a School Readi ness
alition.

Rat her than establishing a single priority order for adm ssion
to the programindividual programcriteria wll apply.

Chil dren bel ow t he age of years, rather than 13 years, are
eligible for the program

Criteria for staff training for individual prograns wll

appl y.

The early. education and child care program nmay be offered

t hrough direct operation, contract and voucher
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