Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 185
By Representative Maygarden

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to expenses incurred by persons

3 during their apprehension; anending s. 901. 35,

4 F.S.; prescribing the financial responsibility

5 for nmedical and other specified expenses of a

6 person who becones ill, wounded, or injured

7 during apprehension for violation of a state

8 | aw or county or rmunicipal ordinance; providing

9 that responsibility for such expenses exists

10 until treatnent is conpleted; prescribing

11 gui del i nes for paynent of such costs fromthe

12 county or municipal general fund; providing for

13 assi gnnment of benefits to a health care

14 provi der; prescribing responsibilities of the

15 arresting or apprehending | aw enforcenent

16 agency and guidelines relating to provision of

17 security to an arrested or apprehended person

18 transported to a licensed health care facility

19 and to facility patients and enpl oyees;

20 providing an effective date.

21

22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23

24 Section 1. Section 901.35, Florida Statutes, is

25| anended to read:

26 901.35 Financial responsibility for medical expenses;
27 | provi sion of security.--

28 (1) Notwithstanding any ot her provision of law, the
29 | responsibility for paying the expenses of nedical care,

30| treatnent, hospitalization, and transportation for any person
31|ill, wounded, or otherwise injured during or at the tine of
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arrest for any violation of a state law or a county or
nmuni ci pal ordi nance, or during the course of being apprehended

for the violation regardl ess of whether the person is

subsequently arrested,is the responsibility of the person

receiving such care, treatnent, hospitalization, and
transportation. The provider of such services shall seek

rei mbursenent for the expenses incurred in providing nedica
care, treatnent, hospitalization, and transportation fromthe
following sources in the foll ow ng order

(a) Froman insurance conpany, health care
corporation, or other source, if the person prisener is
covered by an insurance policy or subscribes to a health care
corporation or other source for those expenses.

(b) Fromthe person receiving the nedical care
treatnent, hospitalization, or transportation.

(c) Froma financial settlenment for the nedical care
treatnent, hospitalization, or transportation payable or
accruing to the injured party.

(2) Upon a showi ng that reinbursenent fromthe sources
listed in subsection (1) is not available, the costs of
nedi cal care, treatnent, hospitalization, and transportation
shal | be pai d:

(a) Fromthe general fund of the county in which the
person was arrested or apprehended, if the arrest or

appr ehensi on was for violation of a state |law or county

or di nance; or
(b) Fromthe nunicipal general fund, if the arrest or
appr ehensi on was for violation of a municipal ordinance.

The responsibility for paynent of such nedical costs shal
exist until such tine as the treatnent rendered to an arrested
2
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or apprehended person for the illness or injury has been

conpl et ed is—+eteasedfromthe—custody—of—the—arresting
agency

(3) An arrested or apprehended person who has health

i nsurance, subscribes to a health care corporation, or
receives health care benefits fromany other source shal
assi gn such benefits to the health care provider

(4) For any person who is ill, wounded, or otherw se

injured during or at the tine of arrest for any violation of a

state law or a county or nunicipal ordinance, or during the

course of being apprehended for the violation regardl ess of

whet her the person is subsequently arrested, and who is

subsequently transported to a licensed health care facility

for treatnent, the arresting or apprehendi ng | aw enfor cenent

agency is responsible for providing all necessary security to

ensure the safety of the arrested or apprehended person and of

the patients and enpl oyees of the facility. |If the arresting

or apprehendi ng | aw enforcenent agency deternines that

security is unnecessary, the | aw enforcenent agency nust

certify inwiting to the health care facility that security

i S unnecessary.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.

3

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 185
555-102C- 97

l EE IR b I b b I S S b S I S b b S I b B S b

2 SENATE SUMMARY

3 Provi des that the resPonsibiIity_for payi ng the expenses
of nedical care and other specified eﬁﬂenses of a person

4 who becones ill, wounded, or |n{ured ile being
apprehended for violating a state |law or county or

5 nmuni ci pal ordi nance, regardl ess of whether a subsequent
arrest _is made, 1s the responS|b|I|t¥ of the person

6 rece|V|n? the care, treatnent, hospitalization, or
transportation. ResponslbllltY for paynent of such i

7 expenses continues until treatnent iIs’ conpleted. Provides
for assignnent of benefits to the health care provider

8 Prescribés the responsibilities of an arresting or
appr ehendi ng | aw enf orcenent agency and gui delines for

9 providing sécurity to an arrested or aﬂprehended_ erson
who is transported to a licensed health care facility and

10 to facility enpl oyees and patients.
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