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1997 Legislature HB 1873, Second Engrossed

1

2 An act relating to education; requiring the

3 Departnent of Education to devel op a student

4 financi al assistance database; providing a

5 definition; requiring a report; anendi ng s.

6 228.502, F.S.; deleting requirenent that the

7 Education Success Incentive Council serve as

8 the board of directors for a direct-support

9 organi zation; amending s. 232.2465, F.S.

10 relating to the Florida Acadenic Schol ars

11 Certificate Program changing an eligibility
12 date; anending s. 239.117, F.S.; allow ng

13 chil dren adopted fromthe Departnent of

14 Children and Family Services to be exenpt from
15 certain student fees; anending s. 239.217,

16 F.S., relating to the Florida Gold Sea

17 Vocati onal Endorsenent Program changing an

18 eligibility date; amending s. 240.107, F.S.

19 conform ng provisions; anending ss. 240.235 and
20 240.35, F.S.; allowing children adopted from
21 the Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services
22 to be exenpt fromcertain student fees;
23 anending s. 240.404, F.S., relating to genera
24 requirenents for eligibility for state
25 financial aid; deleting a requirenment for
26 participation in a testing program deleting a
27 requi rement regarding Sel ective Service System
28 registration; creating s. 240.4041, F.S.
29 providing eligibility requirenents for state
30 financial aid for a student with a disability;
31 anmendi ng s. 240.4069, F.S.; transferring
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1 adm nistration of the Virgil Hawkins Fell ows

2 Assi stance Programto the Board of Regents;

3 revi sing programrequirenments; anendi ng s.

4 240. 408, F.S.; conform ng provisions; anending
5 s. 240.412, F.S., relating to the Jose Marti

6 Schol arshi p Chal |l enge Grant Program revising

7 mat chi ng fund requirenents; deleting a testing
8 requi rement; anending s. 240.437, F.S.

9 relating to a state student financial aid

10 program deleting a testing requirenent;

11 anmendi ng s. 240.6045, F.S., relating to a

12 limted access conpetitive grant program

13 revising eligibility requirenents; anending s.
14 240.606, F.S., relating to the Florida Wrk

15 Experi ence Program changing eligibility

16 requi renents; deleting a requirenent that a

17 certain portion of funds be used for contracts
18 with public schools; repealing ss. 240. 4025,

19 240. 4045, 240.407, 240.4085, and 240. 4093,
20 F.S., relating to the Florida Graduate
21 Schol ars' Fund, conpliance with Sel ective
22 Service Systemregistration requirenents,
23 general schol arship | oans, the Florida Student
24 Tuition Scholarship Grant Program and the
25 Vocati onal Student Assistance Grant Program
26 providing an effective date.
27
28 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
29
30 Section 1. (1) The Departnent of Education, in
31| conjunction with the Florida Council of Student Financial Ad
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Advi sors, staff of the Executive Ofice of the Governor, the

Legi sl ature, the Postsecondary Educati on Pl anni ng Conmi ssion

the Board of Regents, the State Board of Community Coll eges,

and the three |l argest student |oan | enders by vol une serving

Fl ori da students as of the effective date of this act, shal

desi gn a student financial assistance database that can be

used to support all aspects of the adm nistration and delivery

of state-funded student financial aid. |In addition, the

dat abase nust have the capability of providing policymakers

wi th conprehensive information regardi ng the various financi al

assi stance prograns avail able to students attending Florida

post secondary education institutions.

(2) For purposes of this section, financial assistance

i ncl udes:
(a) For all students, any schol arship, grant, |oan

fee waiver, tuition assistance paynent, or other form of

conpensation provided fromstate or federal funds.

(b) For students attending public institutions, any

schol arship, grant, |oan, fee waiver, tuition assistance

payrment, or other form of conpensati on supported by

institutional funds.

(3) The database nust include records on any student

receiving any formof financial assistance as described in

subsection (2). Institutions participating in any state

financi al assistance programshall annually subnit such

information to the Departnent of Education in a fornmat

prescribed by the departnent and consistent with the

provisions of s. 228.093, Florida Statutes.
(4) By Decenber 1, 1997, the Departnent of Education
shal|l provide to the President of the Senate and the Speaker

of the House of Representatives a progress report on the

3
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devel opnent of the database. The progress report nust identify

conponents of the database and provide a tinefrane for

i npl emrent ati on.
Section 2. Subsection (12) of section 228.502, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

228.502 The Education Success |ncentive Program --

(12) The Conmi ssioner of Education may establish a
di rect - support organization which is:

(a) A Florida corporation, not for profit,

i ncor porated under the provisions of chapter 617 and approved
by the Secretary of State.

(b) Organi zed and operated exclusively to receive,
hol d, invest, and adm nister property and to nmake expenditures
to or for the benefit of the Education Success Incentive
Program The board of directors of the direct-support
organi zation shall establish policies and procedures which
enabl e private contributors to designate the nane of the
student, school, or geographic area for which contributions
are bei ng provided.

(c) Subject to an annual postaudit by an i ndependent
certified public accountant in accordance with rul es
promul gated by the board. The annual audit shall be subnitted
to the Departnent of |nsurance and the Auditor General for
review. The Departnent of |nsurance and Auditor General shal
have the authority to require and receive fromthe
organi zation or its independent auditor any detail or
suppl enental data relative to the operation of the
organi zation. The identity of a donor or prospective donor
who desires to renmmin anonynous and all information
i dentifying such donor or prospective donor are confidential
and exenpt fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1) and s. 24(a),

4
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Art. | of the State Constitution. Such anonynity shall be
mai ntained in the auditor's report.

FheFEduecation—Suecess—tneentive—Cotuneit—shat—betheboard——of
th+rectors—of—the—direct—support—organization—

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
232.2465, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

232.2465 Florida Acadenic Scholars' Certificate
Program --For the purpose of recognizing and rewardi ng
out st andi ng perfornance and acadeni c achi evenent on the part
of public school students and nonpublic school students, the
Conmmi ssi oner of Education shall award to each high schoo
graduate who neets the requirenents specified herein, and as
further specified by the State Board of Education, a speci al
certificate recognizing and designating the graduate as a
Fl ori da Acadeni ¢ Schol ar

(1) In order to qualify as a Florida Academ ¢ Schol ar
a student nust:

(a) At the tine of application or by the second hal f

of the senior year, have been enrolled in and intend to

conplete a programof at least 24 credits in advanced-| evel
studi es as prescribed by the State Board of Education
i ncluding as a m ni num

1. Four years of progressively advanced instruction in
| anguage arts, including courses in English conposition and
literature;

2. Four years of progressively advanced instruction in
sci ence, including |aboratory courses in biology, chemstry,
and physics where |aboratory facilities are avail abl e;

5
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3. Four years of progressively advanced instruction in
mat hemati cs, including courses in algebra and geonetry and
cal culus or trigonometry;

4. Two years of sequential foreign | anguage;

5. One year of instruction in art and nusic or in
either art or nusic;

6. Three years of instruction in social studies,

i ncludi ng courses in Anerican history and governnent, world
hi story, and conparative political and econom c systens; and

7. One year of instruction in health and physica
education to include assessnent, inprovenent, and nmi nt enance
of personal fitness.

Section 4. Paragraph (e) of subsection (2) of section
239.117, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to
read:

239. 117 Postsecondary student fees.--

(2) The followi ng students are exenpt from any
requi rement for the paynent of registration, matricul ation
and | aboratory fees for instruction:

(e) A student for whomthe state is paying a foster
care board paynent pursuant to s. 409.145(3) or pursuant to
parts Il and V of chapter 39, for whomthe permanency
pl anni ng goal pursuant to part V of chapter 39 is long-term
foster care or independent living, or who is adopted fromthe

Departnent of Children and Family Services after Decenber 31

1997. Such exenption includes fees associated with enroll nment

in college-preparatory instruction and conpl etion of the
col | ege-1 evel conmunication and conputation skills testing
program Such exenption shall be avail able to any student

adopted fromthe Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services

after Decenber 31, 1997; however, the exenption shall be valid

6
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for no nore than 4 years after the date of graduation from

hi gh school

Section 5. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
239.217, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

239.217 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Endorsenent
Program - -

(2) Each school district may award the Florida gold
seal vocational endorsenent to a high school student who neets
the requirenents of this section. To be eligible for award of
the Florida gold seal vocational endorsenent, a student nust:

(a) At the tine of application or by the second hal f

of the senior year, have been enrolled in and intend to

conpl ete Meet all requirenents for graduation as specified in
S. 232.246, including nunber of credits, courses, grade point
average, and mastery of minimum performance standards and
basic skills.

If a student does not neet the requirenments of this subsection
as a result of inaccurate or inconplete infornmation provided
by a high school gui dance counsel or, teacher, or schoo

di strict personnel, the student may, nevertheless, be eligible
for the Florida gold seal vocational endorsenent if the
principal of the school or the district superintendent
verifies that such inaccuracies or nisinformation caused the
deficiencies. The school district nust provide a neans for
the student to correct deficiencies resulting from such

nm si nformation. The student must correct the deficiencies no
| ater than Decenber 31 imediately follow ng high schoo
graduation, either by conpleting conparable work at the

post secondary institution or by conpleting a directed

i ndi vidualized study programthat is devel oped and
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1| administered by the school district. |If the student does not
2 | conplete the requirenents necessary to correct the
3| deficiencies by Decenber 31 imediately follow ng high schoo
4 | graduation, the student is ineligible to participate in the
5| Florida Gold Seal Vocational Endorsenent Program
6 Section 6. Subsection (7) of section 240.107, Florida
7| Statutes, is anended to read:

8 240. 107 Col |l ege-1evel comuni cati on and conputation

9| skills examnmi nation.--

10 (7) The State Board of Education, by rule, shal

11 | establish fees for the adm nistration of the examination to
12 | private postsecondary students. The—exanrnationr—fay—be

13 | admnistered—to—students—other—thanthoserecevingfHrhancial
14 | art—as—+eguitret—in—s—240-404{{ar2—+—providedthat—the

15 | apptropriate—fees—are—pait+

16 Section 7. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section
17 | 240.235, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

18 240. 235 Fees. --

19 (5)(a) Any student for whomthe state is paying a

20| foster care board paynent pursuant to s. 409.145(3) or parts
21| 111 and V of chapter 39, for whomthe pernmanency planning goa
22 | pursuant to part V of chapter 39 is long-termfoster care or
23 | i ndependent living, or who is adopted fromthe Departnment of
24| Children and Fanily Services after Decenber 31, 1997,shall be
25 | exenpt fromthe paynent of all undergraduate fees, including
26 | fees associated with enrollnment in college-preparatory

27 | instruction or conpletion of college-level conmunication and
28 | conputation skills testing prograns. Before a fee exenption
29 | can be given, the student shall have applied for and been

30 | deni ed financial aid, pursuant to s. 240.404, which would have
31| provided, at a mninmum paynent of all undergraduate fees.
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Such exenption shall be avail able to any student adopted from

the Departnent of Children and Family Services after Decenber

31, 1997; however, the exenption shall be valid for no nore

than 4 years after the date of graduation from hi gh school

Section 8. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
240. 35, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

240.35 Student fees.--Unless otherw se provided, the
provisions of this section apply only to fees charged for
college credit instruction.

(2)(a) Any student for whomthe state is paying a
foster care board paynent pursuant to s. 409.145(3) or parts
Il and V of chapter 39, for whomthe permanency pl anni ng goa
pursuant to part V of chapter 39 is long-termfoster care or
i ndependent living, or who is adopted fromthe Departnment of
Children and Family Services after Decenber 31, 1997,is
exenpt fromthe paynent of all undergraduate fees, including

fees associated with enrollnment in college-preparatory
instruction or conpletion of the college-level comunication
and conputation skills testing program Before a fee
exenption can be given, the student shall have applied for and
been denied financial aid, pursuant to s. 240.404, which would
have provided, at a minimum paynent of all student fees. Such

exenption shall be available to any student adopted fromthe

Departnent of Children and Fami|ly Services after Decenber 31

1997; however, the exenption shall be valid for no nore than 4

years after graduation from hi gh school

Section 9. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of section
240.404, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 404 Ceneral requirenents for student eligibility
for state financial aid.--

9

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




ENRCLLED

1997 Legislature HB 1873, Second Engrossed
1 (1)(a) The general requirenents for eligibility of
2 | students for state financial aid awards consist of the
3| foll owi ng:
4 1. Acceptance at a state university or comunity
5] coll ege; a nursing diploma school approved by the Florida
6 | Board of Nursing; a Florida college, university, or commnity
7| college which is accredited by a nmenber of the Conmi ssion on
8 | Recognition of Postsecondary Accreditation; any Florida
9]institution the credits of which are acceptable for transfer
10| to state universities; any area technical center; or any
11 | private vocational -technical institution accredited by a
12 | nenber of the Conmmi ssion on Recognition of Postsecondary
13 | Accreditation
14 . - . . I " I I . .

16 | Hmted—to—students—seeking—assoctate—s—or—bachelor—s—degrees—
17 2.3— Residency in this state for no less than 1 year

18 | preceding the award of aid for a program established pursuant
19| to s. 240.402, s. 240.4021, s—240-40685-s. 240.409, s

20 | 240-40693;s. 240.4095, s. 240.4097, s. 240.412, s. 240.4125,

21| s. 240.413, s. 240.4987, s. 240.605, or s. 240.606. Residency
22| in this state nust be for purposes other than to obtain an

23 | education. Resident status for purposes of receiving state

24 | financial aid awards shall be deternined in the sanme manner as
25| resident status for tuition purposes pursuant to s. 240.1201
26 | and rules of the State Board of Education

27 4+—ConpH-ance—wth—Seleetive—Servi-ce—System

28 | registration—t+egurenents—pursuant—to—s—240-4045—

29 3.5~ Subm ssion of certification attesting to the

30 | accuracy, conpleteness, and correctness of information

31| provided to denpbnstrate a student's eligibility to receive

10
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state financial aid awards. Fal sification of such information
shall result in the denial of any pending application and
revocation of any award currently held to the extent that no
further paynents shall be nmade. Additionally, students who
knowi ngly nake fal se statenents in order to receive state
financial aid awards shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor of the
second degree subject to the provisions of s. 837.06 and shal
be required to return all state financial aid awards
wrongful | y obt ai ned.

Section 10. Section 240.4041, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

240.4041 State financial aid; students with a
disability.--Notw thstandi ng the provisions of s.
240. 404(1)(b)1.b. regarding the nunber of credits earned per
term or other financial aid eligibility requirements rel ated

to the nunber of required credits earned per term a student

with a docunented disability, as defined by the Arericans with

Disabilities Act, shall be eligible to be considered for state

financial aid while attending an eligible postsecondary

institution on a part-tinme basis. The State Board of Education

shal | establish the necessary criteria for docunentation of

the student's disability and the postsecondary institution

shall make the determ nati on as to whet her or not the

disability is such that part-tine status is a necessary

accommpdati on. For the purposes of this section, financial aid

funds may be prorated based on the nunber of credit hours

t aken.

Section 11. Section 240.4069, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

240. 4069 Virgil Hawkins Fell ows Assi stance Program

Sehotarships. - -

11
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(1) The Virgil Hawkins Fell ows Assistance Program
hol hi-ps- s hed] I I o ’
shal | provide financial assistance be—provided for study in
| aw t o eaeh—o6¥—36 mnority fH+rst—year students iAa—+taw at the
Florida State University Col |l ege of Law and te—each—of—16
mnority fHrst—year students in—taw at the University of
Florida College of Law. For the purposes of this section a

mnority student qualified to receive assistance fromthe a

Virgil Hawkins Fellows Assistance Program shall be identified

pursuant to policies adopted by the Board of Regents

2) 3> Each student who is awarded a fell owshi p Vi+rgi+

Hawki-ns—etHows—Sehotarship shall be entitled to receive an

awar d a—schotarship under this act for each acadenic term year
that the student is in good standing as approved by the Board

of Regents' Ofice for Equal Opportunity Prograns and the dean

I . " I et ey .
degree at the Florida State University College of Law or at

the University of Florida College of Law

12
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has—ﬁe;:;eeﬁ—ass%gﬁed—eF—u%#%#2ed—by—seeeﬁdryeaf—ef—%hrfdryeaf
I I ’ o iy w I ey

CotHege—of—tawto—i+dentiiy—antd—assign t hat seholarship sl ot
shal | be reassigned and funded fuRe—+t as a conti nui ng

fell owshi p sehetarship for the remai nder of the period for
whi ch the award sehotarship was originally designat ed.

(4) 5 The Board of Regents shall adopt policies and
shall administer the Virgil Hawkins Fell ows Assi stance Program

hol o et . II I :
EBduecation—TFhe—State Board—of—Education—shatH—adept—rutes—to
o I e " " hol hins.

Section 12. Subsection (1) of section 240.408, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 408 Chal l enger Astronauts Menorial Undergraduate
Schol arship Trust Fund. --

(3)t4y If a fell owshi p sehotarship vacancy occurs, and

(1) There is created the Chall enger Astronauts
Menori al Under graduate Schol arship Trust Fund whi ch shal
receive distributions as provided by s. 320.08058. The
Conptroll er shall authorize expenditures fromthis fund for
Chal | enger Astronauts Menorial awards pursuant to s. 240.402,

and any remmi ni ng bal ances may be expended for—graduate
el " . . ’ ’ v
research—pursuant—to—s—246-4625—and for educati on/busi ness

partnershi p prograns which involve teacher devel opnent
strategi es pursuant to s. 229.602, upon recei pt of vouchers
approved by the Departnent of Education. The Conptroll er
shal | al so authorize expenditures fromthis fund for
Chal | enger Astronauts Menorial Undergraduate Schol arships for
students who participated in this programprior to July 1,
1993, provided that such students continue to neet the renewal

13
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1| eligibility requirenents that were in effect at the tine that
2| their original awards were nmade. Any bal ance therein at the
3| end of any fiscal year shall remain therein and shall be
4 | avail able for carrying out the purposes of these prograns.

5 Section 13. Subsection (4) and paragraph (b) of

6 | subsection (5) of section 240.412, Florida Statutes, are

7 | anended to read:

8 240. 412 Jose Marti Schol arshi p Chal |l enge G ant

91 Program - -

10 (4) The anount appropriated to the trust fund for the
11 | program shall be allocated by the departnent on the basis of
12 | one $5, 000 chal l enge grant for each$2, 500$5,6060 rai sed from
13 | private sources. Matching funds shall be generated through

14 | contributions made after July 1, 1986, and pl edged for the

15 | purposes of this section. Pledged contributions shall not be
16 | eligible for matching prior to the actual collection of the

17 | total funds.

18 (5)

19 (b) In order to renew a schol arshi p awarded pursuant
20| to this section, a student nust shal

21 1. Earn a grade point average of at least 3.0 on a 4.0
22 | scale for the previous term nmmintain at |east a 3.0 average
23| for college work, or have an average below 3.0 only for the

24 | previous termand be eligible for continued enrollnent at the
25 | institution.

26 2. Miintain full-tinme enroll ment.

27 F—Partieipate—+n—the—cotege—tevel—comunication—and
28 | eomputation——skitHs—testing program—Gaduate—reciprents—shat+
29 | be—exempt—f+rom-this—treguirenrent—

30 Section 14. Subsection (2) of section 240.437, Florida
31| Statutes, is anended to read:

14
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240. 437 Student financial aid planning and
devel opnent. - -

(2) The objective of a state programis the
mai nt enance of a state student financial aid programto
suppl enent a basic national programwhich will provide equa
access to postsecondary education to citizens of this state
who have the ability and notivation to benefit froma
post secondary education. In the devel opnent of a state program
to achieve this objective, it shall be the policy that:

(a) State student financial aid be provided primarily
on the basis of financial need;

(b) Students receiving need-based financial aid be
expected to contribute toward their cost of education through
sel f-hel p resources such as savi ngs, work, and | oans;

(c) Student financial aid be available to state
residents for attendance at accredited public or private
institutions of higher education in this state;

(d) Student financial aid be provided for all |evels
of postsecondary education; and

(e) State student financial aid be adninistered by a
central state agency.

15
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Pl anni ng and devel opnent nust shatH- be in accordance with the

f oregoi ng obj ective and policies.
Section 15. Subsections (1), (2), (3),and (4) of
section 240.6045, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
240.6045 Limted access conpetitive grant program --
(1) There is established a linmted access conpetitive
grant program which shall be administered by the Departnent of
Educati on. The purpose of the program shall be to provide
enrol | ment opportunities for qualified applicants in urable—to
obtain—adm-ssion—to sel ected state—university |inited access
prograns or equival ent academ c tracks.
(2) The Postsecondary Education Pl anni ng Conm ssion
shall annually identify for the State Board of Education
sel ected high priority enploynent fields that are desi gnated;
commonty—referred—to—as—tHmted—aceess progransy-which require

a baccal aureate degree and for which one or nore state

universities have insufficient capacity to serve all qualified
appli cants.

(3) Program applicants shall be Florida residents,
either community coll ege graduates or state university
students, who are qualified for admi ssion to a sel ected

16

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLOO®~NO®UuDWNPRER O

ENROLLED
1997 Legislature HB 1873, Second Engrossed

i ndependent col |l ege or university beecatuse—oftack—of—space—-are

denied—atdm-sston—to—a—state—uni-verstty programdirectly
related to a high priority enploynent field identified by the

State Board of Education

(4) A limted access conpetitive grant nmay be awar ded
Hr—a—eonpeti-tive—grant which equals 50 percent of the cost to
the state per acadenmic year of funding an undergraduate
student in public postsecondary education if the recipient
chooses to enroll in a conparabl e program provi ded by an
el i gi bl e i ndependent college or university in Florida.
Eli gi bl e i ndependent institutions shall be designated by the
Departnent of Education and shall be selected from anong
institutions accredited by the Conmi ssion on Colleges of the
Sout hern Associ ation of Coll eges and Schools. Priority shal
be given to state residents who graduate froma Florida high
school or community coll ege.

Section 16. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) and
subsection (3) of section 240.606, Florida Statutes, are
amended to read:

240.606 Florida Wrk Experience Program - -

(1) There is established the Florida Wrk Experience
Programto be adm nistered by the Departnent of Education. The
purpose of the programis to introduce eligible students to
wor k experience that will conplenment and reinforce their
educati onal program and career goals and provide a self-help
student aid program Such program shall be avail abl e to:

(b) Any student attending a nonprofit Florida
post secondary education institution that is eligible to

participate in either of the student assistance grant prograns
established in ss. 240.4095 and 240. 4097. coHege—ot+

: : o e o] I I L
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(3) Each participating institution is authorized to
enter into contractual agreenents with private or public
enpl oyers for the purpose of establishing a Florida work
experience program A-nnrum-of—25-—percent—of—the—funds—for
I L orid I . et I

e Bl hools _f | | . Ceies
Section 17. Sections 240.4025, 240.4045, 240.407,

240. 4085, and 240.4093, Florida Statutes, are repeal ed.
Section 18. This act shall take effect upon beconming a

| aw.
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