Florida Senate - 1998 CS for SB 1882

Eg the Comm ttee on Transportation and Senators Crist, G ant,
rne, Turner, Canpbell, Hol zendorf, Meadows, Burt, Lee,
Forman, Myers, RossSin, Sllver, Harris, Dyer, MKay,

Gstal kiewicz, Cowin and Klein

306- 1960-98

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to school buses; requiring that

3 buses purchased after a specified date and used

4 in transporting certain students be equi pped

5 with safety belts that conply with specified

6 standards; providing an exenption for certain

7 school buses; requiring passengers to wear

8 safety belts; providing imunity of a schoo

9 di strict, bus operator, and others for injuries

10 to a passenger caused sol ely because the

11 passenger was not wearing a safety belt;

12 providing imunity to such persons for injury

13 caused by a passenger's dangerous or unsafe use

14 of a safety belt; providing certain provisions

15 for inplenentation; providing an effective

16 dat e.

17

18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

19
20 Section 1. (1) Each school bus that is purchased
21 | after Decenber 31, 1999, and used to transport students in
22 | grades pre-K through 12 nust be equi pped with safety belts in
23| a nunber sufficient to all ow each student who is being
24 | transported to use a separate safety belt. These safety belts
25| nust neet the standards required under section 316. 614,
26 | Florida Statutes. A school bus that was purchased prior to
27 | Decenber 31, 1999, is not required to be equi pped with safety
28 | belts, and neither the state nor a school district shall be
29 | liable for personal injury to a passenger on such a school bus
30| which is caused by the passenger's failure to wear a safety
31| belt.
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(2) Each passenger on a school bus that is equi pped

with safety belts shall wear a properly adjusted and fastened

safety belt at all tines while the bus is in operation

(3) A school district, school bus operator under

contract with a school district, or an agent or enployee of a

school district or operator, including a teacher or vol unteer

serving as a chaperone is not liable in an action for persona

injury by a school bus passenger solely because the injured

party was not wearing a safety belt.

(4) A school district, school bus operator under

contract with a school district, or an agent or enployee of a

school district or operator, including a teacher or vol unteer

serving as a chaperone is not liable in an action for persona

injury by a school bus passenger for an injury caused by

anot her passenger's use of a safety belt in a dangerous or

unsaf e manner.

(5) In inplenenting the provisions of this section

each school district nust prioritize the allocation of buses

equi pped with safety belts to ensure that el enentary schools

within the district receive first priority.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBSEggEITUTE FOR

e CS provides that a school bus purchased ﬂrlor to Decenber

, 199 is not required to be equipped with safety belts,

d neither the state nor a school district will be liable for
aused by a

injury to a_Passenger on such a bus which is ¢
ure to wear a safety belt.

e CS states that passengers on school buses equi pped with

safety belts nust wear a properly. adjusted and fastened belt

at

Th
un

all tinmes the bus is in operation

e CS provides that a school district, school bus operator
der contract with the school district, or an agent or

enpl oyee of a school district or operator is not liable fo

r
|nhur|es resulting fromnot wearing a safety_belt. Simlarly,
school i ri

to

districts and bus operators are not able for inju
a bus passenger caused by another passenger's use of a

es

safety belt in a dangerous or unsafe nanner

Th
di
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e CS provides that _in |nPIenent|ng this section, schoo
stricts mnust Prlorltlze he all ocation of buses equ!Pﬂed
th safety belts to ensure that elenentary schools within the
strict receive first priority.
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