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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 1897
By Representative Barreiro

Abill to be entitled

An act relating to the Manm River Authority;
creating the Mam River Authority; providing
definitions; providing for the appointnment of
the nmenbers of the Mam River Authority;
provi di ng the purposes of the act and the
powers of the authority; providing for the
recei pt of federal, state, private, and other
funds and aid; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Short title.--This act nay be cited as the
"Manm River Authority Act.”

Section 2. Definitions.--

(1) "Agency of the state" neans and includes the state

and any departnent of, or corporation, agency, or

instrunentality heretofore or hereafter created, designated,

or established by, the state.

(2) "Authority" neans the Manm River Authority

created by this act.

(3) "Board" or "board of supervisors" neans the

governi ng body of the authority.
(4) "County" neans the County of Dade.
(5) "Federal agency" nmeans and includes the United

States, the President of the United States, and any depart nent

of, or corporation, agency, or instrunentality heretofore or

hereafter created, designated, or established by, the United

St at es.
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(6) "Federal aid" nmeans any property, funding, or

ot her financial assistance provided by the Federal Governnent

to the authority for its projects.

Section 3. Mam River Authority; creation; board.--

(1) There is hereby created and established a body

politic and corporate, an agency of the state, to be known as

the Mani River Authority.

(2) The governing body of the authority shall consi st

of nine nenbers. One nenber shall be appointed by the

Governor, one nenber shall be appointed by the President of

the Senate, one nenber shall be appoi nted by the Speaker of

t he House of Representatives, one nenber shall be appoi nted by

t he Mayor of Dade County, one nenber shall be appointed by the

Mayor of the City of Mani, one nenber shall be appointed by

the Mani R ver Group, one nenber shall be appointed by the

Grove Park Honeowners Associ ati on, one nenber shall be

appoi nted by the Spring Gardens Cvil Association and one

nmenber by the Mani River Nei ghborhood Restoration

Associ ation, and said nenbers shall, unless reappointed, serve

4-year terns. lnitial appointnments shall be nmade no |later than

30 days after this act takes effect. Any vacancy on the board

shall be filled for the bal ance of the unexpired termby the

appoi nting authority. Upon the effective date of his or her

appoi ntnent, or as soon thereafter as practicable, each

appoi nted nenber of the authority shall enter upon his or her

duti es.
(3) The authority shall elect one of its nenbers as

chair of the authority. The authority shall also elect a

secretary and a treasurer, who nmay or may not be nenbers of

the authority. The chair, secretary, and treasurer shall hold

such offices at the will of the authority. Four nenbers of the
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1| authority shall constitute a quorum and the vote of three

2 | menbers shall be necessary for any action taken by the

3| authority. No vacancy in the authority shall inpair the right
4] of a quorumof the authority to exercise all of the rights and
5| performall of the duties of the authority. The board shal

6| hold its initial neeting no later than 20 days after the

7 | menbers have been appointed. Meetings shall be held quarterly
8| or nore frequently at the call of the chair.

9 (4) The CGovernor has the authority to renove fromthe
10 | board any regul ar nenber in the manner and for cause as

11| defined by the laws of this state and applicable to situations
12 | which nay arise before the board. Unl ess excused by the chair
13| of the board, a regular nenber's absence fromtwo or nore

14 | consecutive board neetings creates a vacancy in the office to
15 | which the nenber was appoi nt ed.

16 (5) Menbers of the authority shall be entitled to

17 | receive fromthe authority their travel and other necessary
18 | expenses incurred in connection with the business of the

19 | authority as provided in s. 112.061, Florida Statutes, but
20| they shall draw no sal aries or other conpensation
21 Section 4. Purposes and powers. - -
22 (1) The Mam River Authority shall conduct a
23 | conprehensive review of all issues relating to the Mam River
24 | and report to the Legislature by March 1, 1998, and i ncl ude
25| its reconmendations regarding the foll ow ng:
26 (a) Make recommendations to centralize the state and
27 | local jurisdictions within a single authority, streanline and
28 | coordinate regulation of the activities in and around the
29| Mam River, and create a port authority to oversee and
30| regulate the Mani River seaport.
31
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(b) Appropriate geographi cal boundaries for the

jurisdiction of the Manm River Authority;

(c) VWhether and to what extent the pernmanent powers

and duties of the Man River Authority shall include such

powers as: the power of em nent donmmin; the regul atory

authority necessary to prevent environmental degradation of

the ecol ogical resources of the Mam River, with particul ar

enphasis on the authority necessary to inprove the water

guality of the Mani River; the regulatory authority necessary

to enhance public health and safety in and around the river

and the riverside; the regulatory authority necessary to

mai ntain the viability of the Mani River as a mmjor port

facility and enhance navigability of the river; and the

regulatory authority to ensure that conprehensive devel opnent

plans for the Mani River Area include provisions for the

devel opnent of the river's intrinsic tourist attraction

assets;
(d) Assess jurisdictional interrelationships of the

nunerous federal, state, regional, and | ocal agencies that

exercise jurisdiction over the Mam River; and

(2) The authority is hereby granted, and shall have

and nmay exercise, these additional powers necessary,

appurtenant, convenient, or incidental to the carrying out of

t he af oresai d purposes:

(a) Execute all contracts and other docunents, adopt

all proceedings, and performall acts determ ned by the board

to be necessary or desirable to carry out the purposes of this

act. The board may authorize one or nore nenbers of the board

to execute contracts and ot her docunents on behal f of the

board of the authority.
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1 (b) Enter, and authorize any agent or enpl oyee of the
2| authority to enter, upon any |ands, waters, and prenises, upon
3| giving reasonabl e notice and due process to the | andowner, for
4 | the purposes of making surveys and examni nati ons necessary to
5| performits duties and functions. Any such entry shall not be
6 | deened a trespass or an entry that would constitute a taking
7]1in an enm nent domain proceedi ng. The authority shall nake

8 | rei nbursenent for any actual damages to such |lands, waters

9] and prenmi ses as a result of such activity.

10 (c) To nmke and enter all contracts and agreenents

11 | necessary or incidental to the performance of the functions of
12 | the authority and the execution of its powers, and to contract
13| with, and to accept and receive grants or | oans of noney,

14 | material, or property from any person, private or public, as
15| the board shall deternmne to be necessary or desirable to

16 | carry out the purposes of this act, and in connection with any
17 | such contract, grant, or loan to stipulate and agree to such
18 | covenants, ternms, and conditions as the board shall deem

19 | appropri ate.
20 Section 5. Federal and other funds and aid.--The
21| authority is authorized to accept, receive, and receipt for
22 | federal npbneys, property, and ot her nobneys or properties,
23| either public or private, for acquisition, planning,
24 | operation, construction, enlargenment, inprovenent,
25 | mai nt enance, equi pnent, or devel opnent of prograns,
26 | facilities, and sites therefor, and to conply with the
27 | provisions of the laws of the United States and any rul es and
28 | regul ati ons nade thereunder for the expenditure of federa
29 | noneys.
30 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
31| law.
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