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Florida Senate - 1998 SB 1934
By Senat or Dudl ey

8- 1368A- 98 See HB
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to public |odging
establ i shnents; anending s. 509.32, F.S.
changi ng the date of subnission of an annua
report to the Governor by the Division of
Hotel s and Restaurants of the Departnent of
Busi ness Regul ation; anending s. 509.191, F. S
reducing the period of tinme in which certain
uncl ai ned property left in a public |odging or
public food service establishnent nust be held
by the establishnent; anmending s. 509. 201
F.S.; revising requirenents for publishing
advertisenents relating to rates charged at
speci fi ed public |odging establishnments;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 509.032, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

509.032 Duties.--

(5) REPORTS REQUI RED. - - The division shall send the
Governor a witten report at—the—end—of—eachfisecal—year,
whi ch repert shall state, but not be linmted to, the tota
nunber of inspections conducted by the division to ensure the
enforcenent of sanitary standards, the total nunber of
i nspections conducted in response to energency or
epi dem ol ogi cal conditions, the nunber of violations of each
sanitary standard, and any recommendations for inproved
i nspection procedures. The division shall also keep accurate
account of all expenses arising out of the perfornance of its
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1| duties and all fees collected under this chapter. The report

2| shall be submitted by Septenber 30 followi ng the end of the

3| fiscal year.

4 Section 2. Section 509.191, Florida Statutes, is

5| anended to read:

6 509. 191 Uncl ai med property.--Any property with an
7]identifiable owner which is left in a public |odging

8 | establishnent or public food service establishnent, other than
9| property belonging to a guest who has vacated the prenises

10 | without notice to the operator and with an outstandi ng

11 | account, which property remains uncl ai ned after being held by
12 | the establishnment for 60 96 days after witten notice to the
13 | guest or owner of the property, shall becone the property of
14 | the establishnment. Property without an identifiable owner

15| which is found in a public |odging establishnment or public

16 | food service establishnent is subject to the provisions of

17 | chapter 705.

18 Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 509.201, Florida
19| Statutes, is anended to read:

20 509. 201 Roomrates; posting; advertising; penalties.--
21 (2)(a) A person may not display or cause to be

22 | di spl ayed any sign which may be seen froma public highway or
23 | street, which sign includes a statenent or nunbers relating to
24 | the rates charged at a public |odging establishnent renting by
25| the day or week, unless such sign includes, in letters and

26 | figures of simlar size and prom nence, the foll ow ng

27 | information: the nunber of rental units in the establishnment
28 | and the rates charged for each, whether the rates quoted are
29 | for single or nultiple occupancy if such fact affects the rate
30 | charged, and the dates during which such rates are in effect.
31| In each instance the rates charged nay not exceed those filed
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1|with the division. A sign may not be displayed which includes
2| a statenment or nunbers which appear to relate to the rate

3| charged at a public |odging establishment when in fact the

4 | statenment or nunbers do not relate to such rates.

5 (b) A person may not publish or cause to be published
6 | any advertisenent, other than those referred to in paragraph
71 (a), which includes a statenent or nunbers relating to rates
8 | charged at a public |odging establishnment renting by the day
9| or week unl ess such advertisenent includes, in letters or

10| figures imediately adjacent to said rate, a statenent as to
11 | whether the rates quoted are for single or nmultiple occupancy
12 ) if such fact affects the rates charged. Any such

13 | advertisenment shall al so include the nurber—of—rental—uni-ts—in
14 | the—estabH-shrent—avai-table—at—thepubH-shed—+ates,—the dates
15| during which such rates are in effect, ant an indication as to
16 | whether there are other rates in effect in the establishment,
17 | and, in the event the nunmber of rental units in the

18 | establi shnent at the advertised rate is limted, the

19 | advertisenent shall include a phone nunber to verify
20 | availability. The advertised rate in each instance shat--
21 | eotneirde—wi-th—thet+ratesposted—in—suehrentat—uni-ts—and nay
22 | not exceed those filed for such units with the division. For
23 | any such advertisenent, the type size of the required
24 | additional information nmay not be smaller than one-twel fth of
25| the size of the rate figures advertised or equal to the type
26 | size used in the body of the advertisenent, whichever is
27 | larger. The requirenents of this paragraph apply to any type
28 | of display advertisenent, regardl ess of whether it is printed
29 | in a magazi ne, newspaper, or other sinilar publication
30 (c) The provisions of paragraph (b) do not apply to
31| advertisenments or listings in guides or directories which are
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publ i shed by nonprofit organi zations or associations or to
advertisenents of a classified nature placed in the classified
section of newspapers and other simlar publications.

(d) An advertisenent may not be published that
contains fal se or nisleading statenents about any public
| odgi ng establishnent.

(3) Any operator of any public |odging establishnment
who viol ates, or causes to be violated, any of the provisions
of this section is guilty of a m sdenmeanor of the second
degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082 or s. 775.083.

In addition to the criminal penalty, the license of any public
| odgi ng establishnment may be suspended or revoked by the

di vision, or the division may inpose fines on the licensee, in
accordance with the provisions of s. 509.261, when the
operator of such establishnent is deternined by the division
to have violated any provision of this section. It is not
necessary that the of fender be convicted of violating this
section as a condition precedent to the suspension or
revocation of such license or the inposition of a civil
penalty by the division

(4) Subsection (1) and paragraphs (a), (b), and (c) of
subsection (2) do not apply to any facility or unit classified
as a resort condom nium nontransient apartnent, or resort
dwel ling as described in s. 509.242(1)(c), (d), and (g).

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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2 LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

3
Wth resBect to public lodging and public food service

4 establ i shnents, changes the date of subm ssion of an
annual report to the Governor by the D vision of Hotels

5 and Restaurants of the DePartnent_of Busi ness Regul ati on
relating to i nspections of establishnments |icenséed under

6 chapter 509, F.S.

7
Reduces, from 90 days to 60 days, the period of tine in

8 whi ch certain uncl ai ned proBer left In a public Iodglng
or public food service establishnent nust be held by the

9 est abl i shnment

10 _ . :
Revi ses requirenents for publishing advertisenents

11 relating to rates charged at publiC | odging

12 establiShrments renting by the day or week.
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