Florida Senate - 1998 SB 1940
By Senator Mers

27-1671- 98

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to health care practitioners;
3 requiring the Departnent of Health to devel op
4 gui del i nes for devel opnent of a standardi zed

5 system for collecting and verifying core

6 credentials of health care practitioners

7 through certified credential s-verification

8 entities; providing definitions; providing for
9 a Credentials Verification Advisory Comittee
10 to the departnent; requiring applicants for

11 | i censure under ch. 458, ch. 459, ch. 460, or
12 ch. 461, F.S., to collect and submt initial
13 core-credentials data to a certified

14 credential s-verification entity; authorizing
15 certain health care entities to use a certified
16 credential s-verification entity to obtain

17 core-credentials data on health care

18 practitioners applying for privileges with the
19 entity; requiring the departnent to make
20 core-credentials data it collects on any
21 licensee available to a
22 credentials-verification entity; requiring the
23 departnment's procedures to neet nationa
24 standards; providing that credentialing
25 i nformati on furni shed by the departnent nust be
26 used solely for credentialing and
27 recredentialing; authorizing the departnent to
28 charge a reasonable fee; providing that health
29 care practitioners nust have an opportunity to
30 review the core-credentials data; requiring the
31 secretary of the departnent to appoint a task
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force to devel op procedures for site visits;
prohibiting health care practitioners from
collecting duplicate core-credentials data from
i ndi vidual health care practitioners or from
originating sources; providing rul emaki ng
authority to the departnent; providing an

ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Standardi zed system of verifying

credential s. --

(1) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Certification" neans a quality assessnent program

fromthe National Committee for Quality Assurance, the Joint

Conmi ssion on Accreditation of Healthcare Organi zati ons, and

ot her national accreditation organi zati ons used to assess and

certify credential s-verification organi zati ons and ot her

entities that verify the credentials of health care entities.

(b) "Core credentials" neans education, training,

conti nui ng education, references, licensure,

drug-enforcenent-adm nistration certification, persona

i dentification nunber, board certification

Educat i on- Comni ssi on- f or - For ei gn- Medi cal - G aduate i nformati on

hospital affiliations, nanaged-care-organi zation affiliations,

other institutional affiliations, professional-society

nenber shi ps, professional liability insurance, clains, suits,

Medi care and Medi cai d sanctions, civil and crimnal |aw

violations, practitioner-profiling data, special conditions of

i mpai rnent, and regul atory exenptions not previously reported

to the departnent in accordance with section 455.565, Florida
2
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Statutes, and the initial-licensure reporting requirenents

specified in the applicable practice act.

(c) "Credentialing" neans the process of assessing and

validating the qualifications of a |licensed i ndependent health

care practitioner to provide patient care services in a health

care facility or for any other health care entity.

(d) "Credentials-verification entity" neans any

program entity, or organization that is organi zed and

certified for the expressed purpose of collecting, verifying,

nmai nt ai ni ng, and providing, as authorized by the health care

practitioner in accordance with the provisions of this

section, his or her core credentials to health care entities.

(e) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Health.

(f) "Health care entity" nmeans any health care

facility or managed care organi zation licensed or certified to

provi de approved nedical and allied health services in this

state.
(g) "Health care practitioner" neans any person

| i censed under chapter 458, chapter 459, chapter 460, or
chapter 461, Florida Statutes.
(h) "Primary-source verification" neans verification

of professional qualifications based on evi dence obtai ned

directly fromthe issuing source of the qualification

(i) "National accrediting organization" neans an

organi zation that awards accreditation to hospitals, nanaged

care organi zations, or other health care organizations,

i ncluding the Joint Conmi ssion on the Accreditation of Health

Care Organi zations and the National Comrittee for Quality

Assur ance.
(j) "Recredentialing" neans the process by which a

credential s-verification entity verifies the credentials of a
3
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health care practitioner whose core credentials are currently

on file with the entity.

(k) "Secondary-source verification" nmeans confirmtion

of a professional qualification by neans other than

primary-source verification, as outlined by nationa

accrediting organi zati ons.

(2)(a) In accordance with the provisions of this

section, the departnent shall devel op guidelines for

devel opnent of a standardi zed systemfor collecting and

verifying core credentials of health care practitioners

through certified credential s-verification entities to

elimnate duplication. Once the core credentials are

collected, the health care practitioner is not required to

resubmit the initial data when applying for practice

privileges with health care entities.

(b) The departnent shall appoint a ni ne- nenber

Credential s-Verification Advisory Comrittee to assist with

devel opnent of guidelines for devel opnent of the

credential s-verification program

(c) The departnent, in consultation with the

Credential s-Verification Advisory Committee, shall develop a

standard fromfor the reporting of core-credentials data for

credentialing and recredentialing.

(d) Individuals applying for licensure under chapter
458, chapter 459, chapter 460, or chapter 461, Florida
Statutes, are required to collect and subnit initial

core-credentials data to a certified credential s-verification

entity. Applicants may deci de which credential s-verification

entity they want to process and store their core-credentials

dat a.
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1 (3) Health care entities that enploy, contract wth,

2] or allow health care practitioners to treat their patients nay
3| use a certified credentials-verification entity to obtain

4| core-credentials data on health care practitioners applying

5| for privileges with their entity. Additional infornmation

6| required by the entity's credentialing process may be

7| collected by the health care entity.

8 (4) Health care entities may contract with other

9] entities to performthe functions required under subsection
10 (2).

11 (5)(a) The departnent shall nmke any core-credentials
12 | data it collects on any licensee available to a

13 | credentials-verification entity on a one-tine basis, provided
14 | the licensee authorizes the release of the information

15 (b) Credentialing information furnished by the

16 | departnent nust be used solely for credentialing and

17 | recredentialing.

18 (c) The departnent may charge credential s-verification
19| entities a reasonable fee for accessing the core-credentials
20| data it nmmintains on applicants and licensees. The fee nust be
21| set in consultation with the advisory comittee and nust not
22 | exceed the actual cost of providing the data.

23 (6) The credentials-verification entity may rely upon
24 | core-credentials data fromthe departnent if the departnent
25| certifies that the informati on was obtained in accordance wth
26 | its primary-source verification procedures.

27 (7) The departnent's credential s-verification

28 | procedures nmust neet national standards, as outlined by

29 | national accrediting organi zati ons.

30

31
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(8) Credentials-verification entities that do business

in this state shall neet national standards, as outlined by

nati onal accrediting organi zations.
(9) Health care entities shall be held harm ess and
shall not be liable if they rely on data obtained froma

certified credentials-verification entity.

(10) Health care practitioners nust have an

opportunity to review the core-credentials data before it is

stored in the data bank of a credentials-verification entity.

(11) The secretary of the departnent shall appoint a

task force to devel op procedures to expand the standardi zed

credential s-verification programto include site visits.

(12) Health care entities nay not attenpt to collect

duplicate core-credentials data fromindividual health care

practitioners or fromoriginating sources.

(13) The departnent shall adopt rul es necessary to

devel op and inpl ement a standardi zed credential s-verification

progr am
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1999.

Rk S S R R Rk R Rk S bk I b S R

SENATE SUMVARY

Requires the Departnent of Health to devel op guidelines
for devel opnent of a standardi zed systemfor collecting
and verifying core credentials of health care . ]
practitionerS through certified credential s-verification
entities. Provides procedures, guidelines, standards, an
rul emaking authority. AuthorizesS a fee. (See bill for

details.)
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