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Florida Senate - 1998 SB 1980
By Senator Mers

27-1419- 98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to screening the hearing of
infants; providing for universal screening of
the hearing of newborns; providing |egislative
intent; providing definitions; requiring
hospitals, birthing centers, and health care
providers at hone births to refer newborns to
i censed audi ol ogi sts for screening; providing
ot her requirenments for the screening program
requiring hearing screening and foll owp to be
procedures covered by health insurance
policies, by health maintenance organi zati ons,
and by Medicaid; requiring followp referral of
hearing-inpaired infants to the Children's
Medi cal Services Early Intervention Program
requiring the Departnent of Health and the
Agency for Health Care Administration to
coordinate services with a technical advisory
panel on screening the hearing of infants;
requiring witten docunmentation of hearing
screeni ngs; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Screening of infants' hearing.--

(1) LEGQ SLATIVE INTENT.--The intent of this section is
to provide for a statew de conprehensive and coordi nat ed

i nterdisciplinary program of early hearing-inpairnment

screening, identification, and followp care for newborns. The

goal is to screen all newborns for hearing inpairnent.
(2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
1
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(a) "Agency" neans the Agency for Health Care

Adnmi ni stration.

(b) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Health.

(c) "Hearing-inpaired infant" neans an i nfant who has

an inpairnent that is a dysfunction of the auditory system of

any type or degree sufficient to interfere with the infant's

acqui sition and devel opnent of speech and | anguage skills.

(d) "Infant" neans a child frombirth to 36 nont hs of

age.
(e) "WManagenent" neans the habilitation of the

hearing-i npaired infant.

(f) "Non-hospital -based providers" neans |icensed

heal th care professionals whose prinary |ocation of service

delivery is in a community setting and is not physically

| ocated within a hospital

(g) "Personal supervision" neans that a |icensed

audi ol ogist is on the prenises or in the facility and

i medi ately avail abl e when the screening is rendered and

conpl et ed
(h) "Screening" neans a test or battery of tests

adm ni stered to determ ne whether there is a need for an

i n-dept h di agnostic eval uation
(3) REQUI REMENTS. - -
(a) Each licensed hospital that provides maternity and

newborn-i nfant care services shall provide that every newborn

bef ore being di scharged, be screened for the detection of

hearing | oss to prevent the consequences of unidentified

di sorders.
(b) Each licensed birthing center that provides

mat ernity and newborn-infant care services shall provide that

every newborn, before being discharged, be referred to a
2
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1| licensed audiol ogist for screening for the detection of

2| hearing loss to prevent the consequences of unidentified

3| disorders. The referral for appointment nust be nmade within 30
4 | days after discharge. Witten docunentation of the referra

5] nmust be placed in the newborn's nedical chart.

6 (c) |If the parents or |egal guardians of the newborn

7| object to the newborn's being screened for hearing inpairnent,
8 | the screening nust not be perforned. In such a case, the

9| physician, nidwife, or other person who is attending the

10 | newborn shall maintain a record that the screeni ng has not

11 | been perforned and shall attach to the record any witten

12 | objecti on.

13 (d) For hone births, the health care provider in

14 | attendance is responsible for coordination and referral to an
15 | audi ol ogi st for screening to detect hearing | oss. The referra
16 | for appoi ntnent nust be made within 30 days after the birth.
17 ) 1f a hone birth is not attended by a prinmary health care

18 | provider, a referral to a licensed audi ol ogi st nmust be nmade by
19 | the newborn's health care provider within 15 days after the
20| health care provider learns of the birth.
21 (e) Al screenings of infants' hearing nust be
22 | conducted by or directly supervised by a |licensed audi ol ogi st.
23| Each licensed hospital shall obtain the services of a |licensed
24 | audi ol ogi st through enpl oynent, contract, or witten
25 | menor andum of understandi ng for the purposes of appropriate
26 | staff training, screening-program supervision, scoring and
27 | interpretation of test results, rendering of appropriate
28 | recommendati ons, and coordi nati on of appropriate foll owp
29 | services. The audiol ogi st al so has responsibility for
30 | providing appropriate docunentation in the nedical record
31| within 24 hours after providing the screeni ng recommendati ons.
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(f) The screening of a newborn's hearing nust be

conpl eted before the newborn is discharged fromthe hospita

or birthing center. If the screening is not conpleted due to

scheduling or tenporary staffing linmtations, the screening

nust be conpleted within 30 days after discharge. Screenings

conpl eted after di scharge or perforned because of initial

screening failure nust be perforned by an audiol ogist |icensed

in this state.

(g) Each hospital shall formally designate a | ead

physi cian who is responsi ble for progranmmatic oversight. Each

birthing center shall designate a health care provider who

shal | provide progranmati c oversi ght and ensure that the

appropriate referrals are being conpl et ed.

(h) Each screening of a newborn's hearing nmust include

audi tory brainstemresponses (ABR), evoked otocoustic

em ssions, or appropriate technol ogy as approved by the
federal Food and Drug Adninistration (FDA).
(i) The initial procedure for screening the hearing of

a newborn and any followp, nedically necessary reeval uations

| eadi ng to diagnosis nust be a covered benefit reinbursable

under Medicaid and by all health i nsurance policies and health

nmai nt enance organi zations as defined in chapters 627 and 641,

Florida Statutes, except for supplenental policies that

provi de coverage only for specific diseases, hospita

i ndemmity, Medicare suppl enent, or other suppl enental

policies.
(j) Any child who is diagnosed as havi ng a per manent

hearing inpairnent shall be referred to his or her prinmary

care physician for nedical nmanagenent, treatnment, and foll owp

services. Furthernore, in accordance with Pub. L. No. 105-17,

The Infants and Toddl ers Program Individuals with
4
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Di sabilities Education Act, any child frombirth to 36 nonths

of age who is diagnosed as having a hearing inpairnent that

requi res ongoi ng special hearing services nust be referred to

the Children's Medical Services Early Intervention Program

serving the geographic area in which the child resides.

(k) The departnent and agency shall work in

coordination with a technical advisory panel on screening the

hearing of infants to ensure the provision of a conprehensive

and coordinated interdisciplinary programof early screening

for hearing inpairnent, identification of hearing inpairnent,

and followp care for hearing-inpaired infants frombirth to

36 nonths of age. The technical advisory panel shall nake

reconmrendations to the departnent and the agency regardi ng

m ni nrum qual i fications, training requirenents, and

gual i ty-assurance neasures that all individuals who provide

this service nust adhere to.

(1) Al hospitals and birthing centers, outpatient

facilities, and non-hospital -based providers shall naintain

written docunmentation of screenings of infants' hearing which

nust include the date of the screenings, test results,

interpretations, and reconmendati ons. The agency, in

coordination with the departnent, shall develop a

heari ng-eval uati on data formthat nust be used by al

institutions. Specifications for data to be coll ected under

this section nust be devel oped by the agency in coordination

with the departnent and the technical advisory panel. A

institutions that performscreenings of infants' hearing shal

submt reports on such screenings to the agency. The reports

provided to the agency nust be shared with Children's Medica

Servi ces, which shall have lead responsibility for tracking

chil dren who have been identified as having a hearing |oss,
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for assuring appropriate referral foll owp services, and for

conducting epi deni ol ogi cal anal yses of data.
Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 1998.
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SENATE SUMVARY

or a progran1of screeni ng the hearing of

fants and for followp sérvices to infants, age
6 nonths, who are diagnosed. as having a hearing
r Provi des that such Screenings and rel ated

ces nmust be covered by health insurance policies and
?It i nt enance orgahi zations. (See bill for
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