HB 1997, First Engrossed

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to econonic devel opnent;

3 aut hori zing the Secretary of State to appoint

4 Florida international notaries; providing

5 definitions; providing rul emaking authority;

6 aut hori zi ng the use of authentication nethods
7 by international notaries; providing for effect
8 of acts of international notaries; anending s.
9 114, chapter 96-320, Laws of Florida; revising
10 the definition of "matching private funds"

11 anendi ng s. 14. 2015, F.S.; renoving redundant
12 | anguage; renoving provisions allow ng the

13 O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

14 Devel opnent to contract and use a percentage of
15 appropriated funds for administrative purposes;
16 authorizing the office to enter into certain
17 contract in connection with filfilling certain
18 duties; requiring the office to adopt certain
19 rules; anending s. 15.182, F.S.; requiring
20 certain state-funded nusical, cultural, or
21 artistic organizations to notify the Departnent
22 of State of their international travel plans;
23 directing the departnent, in conjunction with
24 Enterprise Florida, Inc., to act as an
25 i nternmedi ary between such organi zations and
26 Fl ori da busi nesses; requiring the Departnent of
27 Lottery to determine the feasibility of
28 mar keting the Florida Lottery internationally;
29 anending s. 48.194, F.S.; specifying that
30 service of process on persons outside the
31 United States may be required to conply with a
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1 certain international convention; authorizing
2 the O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c

3 Devel opnent to establish a pilot matching grant
4 program for the provision of job-training

5 grants; requiring the office to establish

6 gui delines for the program limting the use of
7 grant funds; requiring a grant agreenent and a
8 report on programresults; specifying that the
9 sane proposal may not provide the basis for the
10 award of training under this pilot training

11 program and the Qui ck Response Training

12 Program creating s. 110.191, F.S.; providing
13 for state enpl oyee | easing under certain

14 ci rcunstances; providing criteria; providing
15 requirenents; providing limtations relating to
16 certain positions; anending s. 110.205, F.S.

17 speci fying positions | eased under a state

18 enpl oyee | ease agreenent as exenpt from career
19 service provisions; anending s. 288.012, F.S.
20 providing legislative intent; requiring the
21 O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic
22 Devel opnent to develop a plan for State of
23 Florida foreign offices; requiring each foreign
24 office to have an operational plan; anending s.
25 288.047, F.S.; proscribing certain uses of
26 funds for the Quick-Response Training Program
27 anending s. 288.063, F.S.; proscribing certain
28 uses of funds for contracts for economc
29 devel opnent transportation projects; anendi ng
30 S. 288.1045, F.S.; proscribing certain uses of
31 funds for the qualified defense contractor tax
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1 refund program prohibiting the expenditure of
2 certain funds for business relocation

3 providing for certain prorated tax refunds;

4 anending s. 288.106, F.S.; proscribing certain
5 uses of funds for the tax refund program for

6 qgqualified target industry businesses; anending
7 s. 288.772, F.S.; revising the definition of

8 the term"board" with respect to the Florida

9 Export Finance Corporation; anending s

10 288.775, F.S.; requiring the board of the

11 Fl orida Export Finance Corporation to create
12 the Florida Export Finance Corporation

13 guar ant ee account; anending s. 288.776, F.S.
14 revising the nenbership of the board of the

15 Fl ori da Export Finance Corporation; providing
16 for appointnent of nenbers to the board;

17 anending s. 288.777, F.S.; revising provisions
18 relating to the appoi ntnent of a president for
19 the Florida Export Finance Corporation
20 directing the board of the corporation to
21 appoi nt such president; anending s. 288.7771
22 F.S.; revising the deadline for submitting an
23 annual report for the Florida Export Finance
24 Cor poration; anending s. 288.816, F.S.
25 revising the responsibilities of the Secretary
26 of State with respect to intergovernnental
27 relations; requiring | aw enforcenent agencies
28 to informthe Departnent of State about the
29 arrest or incarceration of foreign citizens;
30 requiring the secretary to report to the
31 Legi slature on actions taken to informlaw
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1 enf orcenent agenci es on proper procedures

2 relating to such arrest or incarceration

3 anending s. 288.8175, F.S.; authorizing the

4 Florida linkage institutes to accept and

5 adm ni ster funds fromthe Departnent of State
6 for research and devel opnent of internationa

7 trade; anmending s. 288.901, F.S.; authorizing
8 Enterprise Florida, Inc., to hire certain

9 persons under a | ease agreenent program of the
10 Depart nent of Managenent Services; anending s
11 288.9015, F.S.; requiring Enterprise Florida,
12 Inc., to prepare a guide and checklist for

13 starting and operating a business in Florida;
14 anending s. 288.903, F.S.; requiring the

15 president of Enterprise Florida, Inc., to

16 coordinate Enterprise Florida, Inc., activities
17 wWith respect to participants in the WAGES

18 Program anending s. 288.905, F.S.; revising
19 requirements for the strategic plan prepared by
20 Enterprise Florida, Inc.; providing for
21 nodi fications and updates to the strategic
22 plan; requiring specific issues to be included
23 in the strategic plan; requiring the
24 devel opnent of neasurabl e objectives and
25 perfornmance outcones; providing linmtations on
26 pay raises or bonuses for certain persons under
27 certain circunstances; anending s. 288. 906,
28 F.S.; revising requirenents for the annua
29 report by Enterprise Florida, Inc.; requiring
30 speci fic evaluations and assessnents to be
31 included in the annual report; requiring an

4
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1 annual conpliance and financial audit; creating
2 s. 288.9415, F.S.; authorizing the Ofice of

3 Tourism Trade, and Econom ¢ Devel opnent to

4 adnmi ni ster funds for international trade

5 pronmotion grants; providing application

6 criteria for such grants; directing the

7 I nternational Trade and Economi ¢ Devel opnent

8 Board of Enterprise Florida, Inc., to review

9 such grant applications and nake

10 recommendations to the Ofice of Tourism

11 Trade, and Econoni c Devel oprnent; authorizing
12 the O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c

13 Devel opnent to establish a targeted narket

14 pilot grant programto provide funding designed
15 to match Florida businesses with internationa
16 trade opportunities; providing application

17 procedures and criteria; authorizing the Ofice
18 of Tourism Trade, and Econonic Devel opnent to
19 contract with the Enterprise Florida Capita
20 Devel opnent Board to take actions for the
21 devel opnent of mcroenterprises; requiring the
22 office to adopt guidelines to adm nister the
23 m croenterprise devel opnent program requiring
24 the office to establish criteria for
25 conpetitive evaluation of funding applications
26 and program perfornance neasures; anending s.
27 290. 0411, F.S.; revising the legislative intent
28 for the Florida Small Cities Comunity
29 Devel opnent Bl ock Grant Program Act to include
30 pl edgi ng public nbney to guarantee | oans;
31 anendi ng s. 290.044, F.S.; expanding

5
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1 adnministration of the Florida Small Gties

2 Communi ty Devel oprent Bl ock Grant Program Fund
3 to include | oan guarantees; conformnng

4 provi sions; creating s. 290.0455, F.S.

5 creating the Small Cities Community Devel opnent
6 Bl ock Grant Loan Quarantee Program providing
7 for the purpose, administration, and conditions
8 of the program authorizing the Departnment of

9 Community Affairs to pledge revenues fromthe
10 communi ty devel oprment bl ock grant programin
11 order to guarantee certain | oans; anending s.
12 290. 047, F.S.; exenpting the | oan guarantee

13 program aut hori zed under s. 290. 0455, F.S.

14 fromcertain grant ceiling requirenents;

15 providing for grant ceilings under the

16 Communi ty Devel opnent Bl ock Grant Programto be
17 reduced based on defaults on guaranteed | oans;
18 anmending s. 290.048, F.S.; authorizing the

19 Departnent of Comunity Affairs to pl edge
20 communi ty devel opnent bl ock grant revenues to
21 guarantee certain notes or obligations;
22 anending s. 311.07, F.S.; providing for grant
23 funding for certain seaport internodal access
24 projects; anmending s. 311.11, F.S.; providing
25 that the Seaport Enpl oynent Training G ant
26 Program shall grant funds for the purpose of
27 stimul ati ng and supporting seaport training and
28 enpl oynent prograns; anending s. 320.20, F. S
29 requiring the deposit of a certain anount of
30 funds into the State Transportation Trust Fund
31 for purposes of funding the Florida Seaport
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1 Transportati on and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent Program
2 and certain seaport internodal access projects;
3 speci fying uses and all ocations of such funds;
4 creating s. 337.023, F.S.; authorizing the

5 Departnent of Transportation, when selling a

6 buil ding, to accept the construction of a

7 repl acenent building totally or partially in

8 lieu of cash; providing for review and approva
9 of such action; anending s. 380.06, F.S.

10 requiring |ocal governnent conprehensive plan
11 anmendnents related to a proposed devel opnent of
12 regi onal inpact to be considered concurrently
13 with the application for devel opnent approval ;
14 anmending s. 455.213, F.S.; authorizing the

15 Depart nent of Business and Professiona

16 Regul ation to appoint the county tax coll ector
17 as an agent of the departnent for purposes of
18 accepting applications for licenses or renewal s
19 of licenses; anending s. 455.2141, F.S.

20 aut hori zing the Agency for Health Care

21 Adm ni stration to appoint the county tax

22 coll ector as an agent of the agency for

23 pur poses of accepting applications for |icenses
24 or renewal s of licenses; authorizing the

25 Departnent of State and the Departnent of Labor
26 and Enpl oynent Security to appoint the county
27 tax collector as an agent of the departnent for
28 pur poses of accepting applications for |icenses
29 or simlar registrations, or renewals of

30 licenses or simlar registrations; anending s
31 624.426, F.S.; exenpting certain U S. Custons
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surety bonds fromthe resident agent and
counter-signature law, creating a tax refund
program for hiring certain school -aged

enpl oyees; providing for administration by the
O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent ; providing definitions; providing
for enmploynent/tax refund agreenents; providing
penalties for fraudulent clains for refunds;
providing for future repeal; repealing s.
14.2015(7), F.S., relating to authorization for
the O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
Devel opnent to contract for assistance in
admi ni stering certain prograns and functions;
repealing ss. 118.01, 118.02, 118.03, 118.04,
F.S., relating to commi ssioners of deeds;
provi di ng appropriations for prograns contai ned
in this act; providing severability; providing
for application; providing an incentive to
facilitate increased enploynment in Florida's
boat notor and vessel manufacturing industry;
providing for application; providing an

ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. (1) As used in this section, the term

(a) "Authentication instrunent" neans an instrunent

executed by a Florida international notary referencing this

section, which includes the particulars and capacities to act

of transacting parties, a confirmation of the full text of the

instrunent, the signatures of the parties or |egal equival ent

8
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thereof, and the signature and seal of a Florida internationa

notary as prescribed by the Florida Secretary of State for use

in ajurisdiction outside the borders of the United States.

(b) "Florida international notary" neans a person who

is admitted to the practice of lawin this state, who has

practiced law for at least 5 years, and who i s appoi nted by

the Secretary of State as a Florida international notary.

(c) "Protocol" neans a registry nmaintained by a

Florida international notary in which the acts of the Florida

i nternational notary are archived

(2) The Secretary of State shall have the power to

appoint Florida international notaries and adninister this

secti on.
(3) AFlorida international notary is authorized to

i ssue authentication instrunents for use in non-United States

jurisdictions.

(4) The authentication instrunents of a Florida

international notary shall not be considered authentication

instrunents within the borders of the United States and shal

have no consequences or effects as authentication instrunents
in the United States.
(5) The authentication instrunents of a Florida

international notary shall be recorded in the Florida

international notary's protocol in a nanner prescribed by the

Secretary of State.

(6) The Secretary of State may adopt rul es

prescri bi ng:

(a) The formand content of signatures and seals or

their legal equivalents for authentication instrunents.

(b) Procedures for the pernmanent archiving of

aut henti cati on i nstrunents.

9
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HB 1997, First Engrossed

(c) The charging of reasonable fees to be retained by

the Secretary of State for the purpose of admnistering this

secti on.
(d) Educational requirenments and procedures for

testing applicants' know edge of the effects and consequences

associ ated with authentication instrunents in jurisdictions
outside the United States.
(e) Procedures for the disciplining of Florida

international notaries, including the suspension and

revocation of appointnents for nisrepresentation or fraud

regarding the Florida international notary's authority, the

effect of the Florida international notary's authentication

instrunents, or the identities or acts of the parties to a

transacti on.

(f) Oher matters necessary for adninistering this

secti on.
(7) The Secretary of State shall not regul ate,

discipline or attenpt to discipline, or establish any

educational requirenents for any Florida international notary

for, or with regard to, any action or conduct that would

constitute the practice of lawin this state. The Secretary of

State shall not establish as a prerequisite to the appoint nent

of a Florida international notary any test contai ning any

guestion that inquires of the applicant's know edge regardi ng

the practice of lawin the United States.

(8) This section shall not be construed as abrogating

the provisions of any other act relating to notaries public,

attorneys, or the practice of lawin this state.

Section 2. Subsection (3) of section 114 of chapter
96- 320, Laws of Florida, is anended to read:
Section 114.

10

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN P

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWwNPRER O

HB 1997, First Engrossed

(3)(a) For the purposes of this section, matching

private funds include a conveyance of property,—enproyee—wages
pat-d—durng—tratnring;or paynment or distribution of cash,

property,or anything of value, including contributions
i n-kind having an attributable nonetary value in any form
nmade in response to a solicitation by Enterprise Florida,

Inc., and used exclusively by Enterprise Florida, Inc., inits

operations or prograns. Contributions in-kind include, but

are not limted to, goods or services rendered. The cost of
the contribution shall be the reasonable cost to the sponsor
of the goods or services.

(b) Matching private funds do not include any paynent,

di stribution, or conveyance nmade by any entity to qualify for

any Enterprise Florida, Inc., state, or local incentive, grant

or loan program or any funds received by Enterprise Florida,

Inc., pursuant to a grant or contract.
Section 3. Subsection (2) of section 14.2015, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

14.2015 O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
Devel opnent; creation; powers and duties.--

(2) The purpose of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
Econoni c Devel opnent is to assist the Governor in working with
the Legislature, state agencies, business |eaders, and
econom ¢ devel opnent professionals to fornulate and i npl enent
coherent and consistent policies and strategi es designed to
provi de econonic opportunities for all Floridians. To
acconpl i sh such purposes, the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
Econoni c Devel oprent shal | :

11
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HB 1997, First Engrossed

(a) ey Contract, notw thstanding the provisions of

part | of chapter 287, with the direct-support organization
created under s. 288.1228, or a designated Florida
not-for-profit corporation whose board nenbers have had prior
experience in pronoting, throughout the state, the econonic
devel opnent of the Florida notion picture, television, radio,
vi deo, recording, and entertainnent industries, to guide,
stinmulate, and pronote the entertai nment industry in the
state.

(b) &)y Contract, notwithstanding the provisions of
part | of chapter 287, with the direct-support organization
created under s. 288.1229 to guide, stinmulate, and pronote the
sports industry in the state.

(c)fte)y Monitor the activities of public-private
partnershi ps and state agencies in order to avoid duplication
and pronote coordi nated and consi stent inplenentation of
prograns in areas including, but not linmted to, tourism
i nternational trade and i nvestnent; business recruitnent,
creation, retention, and expansion; mnority and snal
busi ness devel opnent; and rural comunity devel opnent.

(d)tf)y Facilitate the direct involvenent of the
CGovernor and the Lieutenant Governor in econonic devel opnent
projects designed to create, expand, and retain Florida
busi nesses and to recruit worl dw de business.

(e) tg)y Assist the CGovernor, in cooperation wth
Enterprise Florida, Inc., and the Florida Conmi ssion on

12
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Tourism in preparing an annual report to the Legislature on
the state of the business climate in Florida and on the state
of econonic devel oprent in Florida which will include the
identification of problenms and the recomendati on of
solutions. This report shall be submitted to the President of
the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
Senate Mnority Leader, and the House Mnority Leader by
January 1 of each year, and it shall be in addition to the
CGovernor's nessage to the Legislature under the State
Constitution and any ot her economic reports required by | aw.

(f)th)y Plan and conduct at |east three guarterty

neetings per cal endar year of |eaders in business, governnent,

and econoni c devel opnent called by the Governor to address the
business climate in the state, develop a common vision for the
econom ¢ future of the state, and identify econonic
devel opnent efforts to fulfill that vision

(g) ) Admi nister the Florida Enterprise Zone Act
under ss. 290.001-290.016, the conmunity contribution tax
credit programunder ss. 220.183 and 624.5105, the tax refund
program for qualified target industry businesses under s.
288. 106, contracts for transportation projects under s.
288. 063, the sports franchise facility program under s.
288. 1162, the professional golf hall of fame facility program
under s. 288.1168, the Florida Jobs Siting Act under ss.
403. 950-403. 972, the Rural Comunity Devel opnent Revol vi ng
Loan Fund under s. 288.065, the Regional Rural Devel opnent
Grants Programunder s. 288.018, the Florida State Rural
Devel opnent Council, and the Rural Econonic Devel opnent
Initiative.

2. The office may enter into contracts in connection

with the fulfillnment of its duties concerning the Florida
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First Busi ness Bond Pool under chapter 159, foreign offices

under chapter 288, the Enterprise Zone program under chapter

290, the Seaport Enpl oynent Training program under chapter

311, the Florida Professional Sports Team Li cense Pl ates under

chapter 320, Spaceport Florida under chapter 331, Job Siting

and Expedited Permtting under chapter 403, and in carrying

out other functions that are specifically assigned to the

office by | aw

(h) ) Serve as contract adm nistrator for the state
With respect to contracts with Enterprise Florida, Inc., the
Fl orida Comm ssion on Tourism and all direct-support
organi zations under this act, excluding those relating to
tourism To acconplish the provisions of this act and
appl i cabl e provisions of chapter 288, and notwi t hstandi ng the

provisions of part | of chapter 287,the office shall enter

into specific contracts with Enterprise Florida, Inc., the
Fl ori da Conmmi ssion on Tourism and other appropriate
di rect - support organi zations. Such contracts nay be nultiyear
and shall include specific performance neasures for each year
The office shall provide the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives with a report by
February 1 of each year on the status of these contracts,
including the extent to which specific contract perfornmance
neasur es have been net by these contractors.

(i) tk)y Prepare and subnmit as a separate budget entity
a unified budget request for tourism trade, and econonic
devel opnent in accordance with chapter 216 for, and in
conjunction with, Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its boards,
the Florida Conm ssion on Tourismand its direct-support
organi zation, the Florida Bl ack Busi ness |nvestnent Board, and

14
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1| the direct-support organizations created to pronote the

2| entertai nment and sports industri es.

3 (j) Pronulgate rules to carry out its functions in

4] connection with the admnistration of the Qualified Target

5| Industry program the Qualified Defense Contractor program

6| the Enterprise Zone programand the Florida First Business

7 | Bond pool

8 Section 4. Section 15.182, Florida Statutes, is

9| created to read

10 15.182 International travel by state-funded nusi cal

11 ) cultural, or artistic organizations; notification to

12 | Departnent of State.--

13 (1) If a nusical, cultural, or artistic organization

14 | that receives state funding is traveling internationally for a
15 | presentation, performance, or other significant public

16 | viewi ng, including an organi zation associated with a coll ege
17 | or university, such organi zation shall notify the Departnent
18 | of State of its intentions to travel, together with the date,
19 | tine, and | ocation of each appearance. It is the desire of the
20 | Legi slature that such cultural exchanges be coordinated with
21| the state's econoni c devel opnent goals. The Secretary of State
22 | shall notify Enterprise Florida, Inc., of the intended travel
23 | schedul e of all such organi zations, including, but not limted
24 | to, synphoni es, orchestras, dance troops, bands, choirs,
25| choral groups, drana troops, nusical perforning groups,
26 | traveling exhibitions sponsored by nuseuns, and perfornance
27 | arti sts.
28 (2) The Departnent of State, in conjunction with
29 | Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall act as an internedi ary between
30| performng nmusical, cultural, and artistic organizati ons and
31| Florida businesses to encourage and coordi nate joint

15
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1| undertakings. Such coordination may include, but is not

2| limted to, encouragi ng business and i ndustry to sponsor

3| cultural events, assistance with travel of such organizations,
4| and coordinating travel schedules of cultural perfornance

5] groups and international trade m ssions.

6 (3) An organization shall provide the notification to
7| the Departnment of State required by this section at |east 30
8| days prior to the date the international travel is to comence
9] or, when an intention to travel internationally is not forned
10| at least 30 days in advance of the date the travel is to

11 | conmence, as soon as feasible after form ng such travel

12 | intention. The Departnent of State shall take an active role
13 ] in inform ng such groups of the responsibility to notify the
14 | departnent of travel intentions.

15 Section 5. The Florida Departnent of Lottery shal

16 | deternmine the feasibility of marketing the Florida Lottery

17 | internationally and i ssue a report regarding such feasibility
18 | to the Legislature by January 2, 1998.

19 Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 48.194, Florida
20| Statutes, is anended to read:

21 48.194 Personal service outside state.--

22 (1) Except as otherwi se provided herein, service of
23 | process on persons outside of this state shall be nmade in the
24 | sanme manner as service within this state by any officer

25| authorized to serve process in the state where the person is
26 | served. No order of court is required. An affidavit of the
27 | officer shall be filed, stating the tine, manner, and pl ace of
28 | service. The court may consider the affidavit, or any other
29 | conpetent evidence, in determ ning whether service has been
30 | properly made. Service of process on persons outside the

31| United States nay be required to conformto the provisions of

16
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t he Hague Convention on the Service Abroad of Judicial and

Extrajudi cial Docunents in Gvil or Conmercial Matters.

Section 7. (1) Subject to specific appropriations in

the General Appropriations Act, the Ofice of Tourism Trade,

and Economi c Devel opnent may, for the 1997-1998 fiscal year

establish a pilot nmatching grant programthrough which fundi ng

will be provided on a conpetitive basis in order to create

enpl oynent opportunities for citizens of this state,

particularly participants in the Wirk and Gain Econonic

Sel f-sufficiency (WAGES) Program The grant program shal

encour age the subm ssion of innovative, cost-efficient, and

per f or nrance- based trai ning proposals designed to neet the

enpl oynent needs of specific businesses or business sectors.

An application for funding nmay be submitted by a private

busi ness, an educational institution, a not-for-profit

corporation, a local or regional econom c devel opnent council,

or other organi zation, or an application nay be subnitted

jointly on behalf of a conbination of such entities.

(2) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent shall adopt guidelines for administering the

program and shall establish criteria for the conpetitive

eval uation of applications for funding. Evaluation criteria

nmust i nclude, but need not be limted to:

(a) The nunber of people to be trained.

(b) The estimated nunber of jobs that will be created

as a result of the training.

(c) The extent to which the proposed training i s not

currently avail able through other sources or the extent to

whi ch the proposed training i nproves upon training currently

avai |l abl e through ot her sources.
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(d) The forecasts of enploynent demand for the

occupation to which the training will apply.

(e) The commitnent of the applicant to hire or to

secure enpl oynment for participants in the WAGES Program

(f) The qualifications of the proposed training

provi der.
(3) Priority shall be given to proposals submtted on

behal f of a coalition of businesses.

(4) Funds may not be expended to subsidi ze the ongoing

staff devel opment program of any busi ness or industry.

(5) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent may award grants for not nore than four

applications in any one fiscal year. Each grant awarded under

this programis limted to $500,000 and rmust be matched on a

one-for-one basis by nonstate dollars. Matching funds under

this section shall not count toward the private matching funds

requi red under s. 114, chapter 96-320, Laws of Fl orida.

(6) Before allocating funds for any request under this

program the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent shall prepare a grant agreenent between the grant

recipient and the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Economc

Devel opnent. Such agreenent nust include, but is not linited

to, pernission for the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Economc

Devel opnent to access information specific to the job

pl acemrent and performance of program partici pants upon the

conpl etion of instruction for evaluation purposes. If funds

are being allocated directly to a private business or group of

private businesses, the agreenent prepared under this

subsection nmust provide that 50 percent of the public training

funds will be withheld until the O fice of Tourism Trade, and

Econoni c Devel oprment deternines that the business has or

18
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1| busi nesses have created the nunber of positions specified in
2| the agreenent and filled those positions with individuals who
3 | have conpl eted the training.

4 (7) Upon conpleting all training funded under this

5| pilot program the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Economc

6 | Devel opnent shall report on the outputs and outcones for this
7| program as part of the annual report prepared under s.

8| 14.2015(2)(g), Florida Statutes. Such report nust include a

9 | recomendati on on whether it would be sound public policy to
10 | continue or discontinue funding for the program

11 (8) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

12 | Devel opnent may not award a grant under this section if the
13 | sane training proposal provided the basis for trai ning awarded
14 | under s. 288.047, Florida Statutes. An applicant awarded a

15| training grant under this section nmay not thereafter receive
16 | training under s. 288.047, Florida Statutes, in connection

17 | with the sane traini ng proposal

18 Section 8. Section 110.191, Florida Statutes, is

19 | created to read:

20 110. 191 State Enpl oyee Leasing. --

21 (1) In situations where the |legislature has expressly
22 | authori zed the state, an agency or the judicial branch as

23 | defined in s. 110.203 to | ease enpl oyees, the Executive Ofice
24 | of the Governor for the executive branch or the Chief Justice
25| for the judicial branch may authorize any of the foll ow ng

26 | actions related to such state enpl oyee | easing activities,

27 | provided that the direct cost of such actions are to be paid
28 | or reinbursed within 30 days after payment by the entity or
29 | person to whomthe enpl oyees are | eased:

30

31
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(a) Create a separate budget entity fromwhich | eased

enpl oyees shall be paid and transfer the positions authorized

to be leased to that budget entity.

(b) Provide increases in the operating budget entity.

(c) Authorized | unp-sum sal ary bonuses to | eased

enpl oyees, however any |unp-sum sal ary bonus above the

automatic salary increases which may be contained in the

Ceneral Appropriations Act nust be funded fromprivate

sour ces.
(d) Approve increases in salary rate for positions

which are | eased, however, any salary rate above the autonmatic

sal ary increases which may be contained in the Genera

Appropriations Act nust be funded from private sources.

(e) Waive any requirenent for autonmatic sal ary

i ncreases which may be contained in the General Appropriations
Act .

(2) Positions which are in the Seni or Managenent

Service Systemor the Sel ected Exenpt Service Systemon the

day before the state enpl oyee | ease agreenent takes effect

shall remain in the respective systemif the duties perforned

by the position during the assignnent of the state enpl oyee

| ease agreenent are conparable as determ ned by the

departnent. Those Seni or Managenent Service System or

Sel ected Exenpt Service System positions which are not

determ ned conparable by the departnent and positions which

are in other pay plans on the day before the | ease agreenent

t akes effect shall have the sane salaries and benefits

provided to enpl oyees of the Ofice of the Governor pursuant
to s. 110.205(2)(k)?2.

Section 9. Paragraph (u) of subsection (2) of section
110. 205, Florida Statutes, is created to read:

20
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1 110. 205 Career service; exenptions.--

2 (2) EXEMPT PCSI TIONS. --The exenpt positions which are
3| not covered by this part include the follow ng, provided that
4] no position, except for positions established for alinted

5] period of time pursuant to paragraph (h), shall be exenpted if
6| the position reports to a position in the career service:

7 (u) Positions which are | eased pursuant to a state

8 | enpl oyee | ease agreenent expressly authorized by the

9| legislature pursuant to s. 110.191

10 Section 10. Section 288.012, Florida Statutes, 1996
11 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

12 288.012 State of Florida foreign offices.--The

13 | Legislature finds that the expansion of international trade
14| and tourismis vital to the overall health and growth of the
15| econony of this state. This expansion is hanpered by the |ack
16 | of techni cal and busi ness assi stance, financial assistance,

17 | and information services for businesses in this state. The

18 | Legislature finds that these busi nesses could be assisted by
19 | providing these services at State of Florida foreign offices.
20| The Legislature further finds that the accessibility and

21 | provision of services at these offices can be enhanced through
22 | cooperative agreenents or strategic alliances between state
23| entities, local entities, foreign entities, and private

24 | busi nesses.

25 (1) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

26 | Devel opnent is authorized to:

27 (a) Establish and operate offices in foreign countries
28 | for the purpose of pronoting the trade and econonic

29 | devel opnent of the state, and pronoting the gathering of trade
30| data informati on and research on trade opportunities in

31| specific countries.

21
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(b) Enter into agreenents with governnental and
private sector entities to establish and operate offices in
foreign countries containing provisions which may be in
conflict with general |aws of the state pertaining to the
purchase of office space, enploynent of personnel, and
contracts for services. Wen agreenents pursuant to this
section are nade which set conpensation in foreign currency,
such agreenents shall be subject to the requirenents of s.
215. 425, but the purchase of foreign currency by the Ofice of
Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent to neet such
obligations shall be subject only to s. 216.311

(c) By Septenber 1, 1997, the Ofice of Tourism
Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent shall develop a plan for the

di sposition of the current foreign offices and t he devel opnent

and | ocation of additional foreign offices. The plan shal

include, but is not limted to, a determ nation of the |evel

of fundi ng needed to operate the current offices and any

addi tional offices and whether any of the current offices need

to be closed or relocated. Enterprise Florida, Inc., the

Fl ori da Touri sm Conmni ssion, the Florida Ports Council, the

Departnent of State, the Departnent of Citrus, and the

Departnent of Agriculture shall assist the Ofice of Tourism

Trade, and Econonic Devel opnent in the preparation of the

plan. All parties shall cooperate on the disposition or

establi shnent of the offices and ensure that needed space,

techni cal assi stance, and support services are provided to

such entities at such foreign offices.

(2) By June 30, 1998, each foreign office shall have

in place an operational plan approved by the participating

boards or other governing authority, a copy of which shall be

provided to the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Economc

22
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Devel opnent. These operating plans shall be reviewed and

updat ed each fiscal year and shall include, at a mininmnum the

fol | owi ng:
(a) Specific policies and procedures enconpassi ng the

entire scope of the operation and managenent of each offi ce.

(b) A conprehensive, comercial strategic plan

i dentifying marketing opportunities and i ndustry-sector

priorities for the foreign country or area in which a foreign

office is |ocated.

(c) Provisions for access to information for Florida

busi nesses through the Florida Trade Data Center. Each

foreign office shall obtain and forward trade | eads and

inquiries to the center on a regular basis as called for in

the plan pursuant to paragraph (1)(c).

(d) ldentification of new and energi ng narket

opportunities for Florida busi nesses. Each foreign office

shal|l provide the Florida Trade Data Center with a conpil ation

of foreign buyers and inporters in industry-sector priority

areas on an annual basis. In return, the Florida Trade Data

Center shall make available to each foreign office, and to the

entities identified in paragraph (1)(c), trade industry,

commodity, and opportunity information as specified in the

plan required in that paragraph. This information shall be

provided to the offices and the entities identified in

paragraph (1)(c) either free of charge or on a fee basis with

fees set only to recover the costs of providing the

i nf or mati on.

(e) Provision of access for Florida businesses to the

services of the Florida Trade Data Center, international trade

assi stance services provided by state and | ocal entities,

23
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1| seaport and airport information, and other services identified
2]in the plan pursuant to paragraph (1)(c).

3 (f) Qualitative and quantitative perfornmance neasures

4| for each office including, but not limted to, the nunber of

5| busi nesses assi sted, the nunber of trade |leads and inquiries

6 | generated, the nunber of foreign buyers and inporters

7 | contacted, and the anount and type of narketing conducted.

8 (3)t2) The O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

9 | Devel opnent, in connection with the establishnent, operation
10 | and nanagenent of any of its offices located in a foreign

11| country, is exenpt fromthe provisions of ss. 255.21, 255. 25,
12 | and 255.254 relating to | easing of buildings; ss. 283.33 and
13 ] 283.35 relating to bids for printing; ss. 287.001-287.20

14 | relating to purchasing and notor vehicles; and ss.

15| 282. 003-282. 111 relating to comuni cati ons, and from al

16 | statutory provisions relating to state enpl oynent.

17 (a) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

18 | Devel opnent nmay exerci se such exenptions only upon prior

19 | approval of the Governor

20 (b) |If approval for an exenption under this section is
21| granted as an integral part of a plan of operation for a

22 | specified foreign office, such action shall constitute

23 | continuing authority for the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and

24 | Economi ¢ Devel opnent to exercise the exenption, but only in

25| the context and upon the terns originally granted. Any

26 | nodi fication of the approved plan of operation with respect to
27 | an exenption contained therein nust be resubnitted to the

28 | Governor for his or her approval. An approval granted to

29 | exercise an exenption in any other context shall be restricted
30| to the specific instance for which the exenption is to be

31 | exercised

24
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(c) As used in this subsection, the term"plan of
operation" neans the plan devel oped pursuant to subsection (2)

(d) Upon final action by the Governor with respect to

a request to exercise the exenption authorized in this
subsection, the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c
Devel opnent shall report such action, along with the ori ginal
request and any nodifications thereto, to the President of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives within
30 days.

(4) 3> Where feasible and appropriate, and subject to
s. 288.1224(10), foreign offices established and operated
under this section nmay provi de one-stop access to the economc
devel opnent, trade, and tourisminformation, services, and
prograns of the state. Were feasible and appropriate, and
subject to s. 288.1224(10), such offices nay al so be
collocated with other foreign offices of the state.

(5)t4) The O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic
Devel opnment is authorized to nake and to enter into contracts
with Enterprise Florida, Inc., and the Florida Comi ssion on
Tourismto carry out the provisions of this section. The
authority, duties, and exenptions provided in this section
apply to Enterprise Florida, Inc., and the Florida Conmi ssion
on Tourismto the sane degree and subject to the sane
conditions as applied to the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
Econoni c Devel oprment. To the greatest extent possible, such

contracts shall include provisions for cooperative agreenents

or strategic alliances between state entities, foreign

25
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1| entities, local entities, and private busi nesses to operate

2| foreign offices.

3 Section 11. Subsection (3) of section 288.047, Florida
4| Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

5 288. 047 Quick-response training for economc

6 | devel opnent. - -

7 (3) Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall ensure that

8| instruction funded pursuant to this section is not avail able

9 | through the local comunity coll ege, school district, or

10| private industry council and that the instruction pronotes

11 | econoni c devel opnent by providing specialized entry-Ievel

12 | skills to new workers or supplenental skills to current

13 | enpl oyees whose job descriptions are changi ng. Such funds nay
14 | not be expended to subsidize the ongoing staff devel opnent

15 | program of any business or industry or to provide training for
16 [ instruction related to retail businesses. Funds nmade avail abl e
17 | pursuant to this section nay not be expended in connection

18| with the relocation of a business fromone comunity to

19 | another community in this state unless Enterprise Florida,
20| Inc., determ nes that w thout such relocation the business
21 | will nove outside this state or determines that the business
22 | has a conpelling econonmic rationale for the rel ocati on which
23 | creates additional jobs.
24 Section 12. Subsection (3) of section 288.063, Florida
25| Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to read:
26 288.063 Contracts for transportation projects.--
27 (3) Wth respect to any contract executed pursuant to
28 | this section, the term"transportation project" neans a
29 | transportation facility as defined in s. 334.03(31) which is
30 | necessary in the judgnent of the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and
31 | Economi ¢ Devel opnent to facilitate the econonic devel opnent

26
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1| and growth of the state. Except for applications received

2| prior to July 1, 1996, such transportation projects shall be
3 | approved only as a consideration to attract new enpl oynent

4 | opportunities to the state or expand or retain enploynent in
5| exi sting conpanies operating within the state, or to allow for
6 | the construction or expansion of a state or federa

7| correctional facility in a county with a popul ati on of 50, 000
8| or less that creates new enpl oynent opportunities or expands
9] or retains enploynent in the county. The O fice of Tourism
10 | Trade, and Economi c Devel opnent shall institute procedures to
11 | ensure that small and minority businesses have equal access to
12 | fundi ng provi ded under this section. Funding for approved

13 | transportation projects may include any expenses, other than
14 | adninistrative costs and equi pnent purchases specified in the
15| contract, necessary for new, or inprovenent to existing,

16 | transportation facilities. Funds nade avail abl e pursuant to
17 | this section may not be expended in connection with the

18 | rel ocation of a business fromone community to anot her

19 | conmunity in this state unless the Ofice of Tourism Trade,
20 | and Economi ¢ Devel opnent determ nes that wi thout such
21 | relocation the business will nobve outside this state or
22 | determ nes that the business has a conpelling econonic
23 | rationale for the relocation which creates additional jobs.
24 Section 13. Paragraph (h) is added to subsection (2)
25| and paragraph (g) is added to subsection (5) of section
26 | 288. 1045, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, and paragraph (c)
27 | of subsection (4) of said section is anended, to read:
28 288.1045 Qualified defense contractor tax refund
29 | program - -
30 (2) GRANTING OF A TAX REFUND; ELI @ BLE AMOUNTS. - -
31
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(h) Funds made avail abl e pursuant to this section may

not be expended in connection with the relocation of a

busi ness fromone community to another comunity in this state

unl ess the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent

determ nes that w thout such relocation the business will nove

outside this state or determ nes that the busi ness has a

conpel ling econonic rationale for the relocation which creates

addi ti onal j obs.

(4) QUALI FI ED DEFENSE CONTRACTOR TAX REFUND
AGREEMENT. - -

(c) The agreenent shall be signed by the secretary and
the authorized officer of the qualified applicant wthin—36

I : I : TN I o I it ied
. I . 3y
(5) ANNUAL CLAI M FOR REFUND FROM A QUALI FI ED DEFENSE
CONTRACTOR. - -
(g) A prorated tax refund, less a 5 percent penalty,

shal |l be approved for a qualified applicant provided all other

appl i cabl e requi renents have been satisfied and the applicant

proves to the satisfaction of the director that it has

achi eved at | east 80 percent of its projected enpl oynent.

Section 14. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
288. 106, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to
read:

288.106 Tax refund programfor qualified target
i ndustry busi nesses. - -

(3) TAX REFUND; ELI d BLE AMOUNTS. - -

(b) The director may approve a qualified target
i ndustry business to receive tax refund paynents of up to
$5, 000 tinmes the nunmber of jobs specified in the tax refund
agreenent under subparagraph (5)(a)l., or up to $7,500 tines

28
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the nunber of jobs if the project is located in an enterprise
zone. A qualified target industry business nay not receive
refund paynents of nore than 25 percent of the total tax
refunds specified in the tax refund agreenent under
subparagraph (5)(a)1. in any fiscal year. Further, a qualified
target industry business may not receive nore than $1.5
mllion in refunds under this section in any single fiscal
year, or nore than $2.5 million in any single fiscal year if
the project is located in an enterprise zone. A qualified
target industry may not receive nore than $5 nmillion in refund
payments under this section in all fiscal years, or nore than
$7.5 mllion if the project is located in an enterprise zone.
Funds nmade avail able pursuant to this section nay not be

expended in connection with the relocation of a business from

one community to another community in this state unless the

O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent deternines

that wi thout such relocation the business will nove outside

this state or determnes that the business has a conpelling

econom c rationale for the relocation which creates additiona

j obs.

Section 15. Subsection (2) of section 288.772, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

288. 772 Definitions.--For purposes of ss.
288. 771-288. 778:

(2) "Board" neans the board of directors of the

Fl ori da Export Fi nance Enterprise—tHorida—tnternationa—Ttrade

Cor por ati on.
Section 16. Subsection (1) of section 288.775, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

29

CODI NG Wr ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




HB 1997, First Engrossed

1 288.775 Florida Export Finance Corporation Account.--
2 (1) The board Horida—tntergevernrental—Retations

3 | Feundation—tne——as—established+n——s—288-—869,—shall create

4| the Florida Export Finance Corporation Quarantee Account for
5| the purpose of receiving state, federal, and private financi al
6 | resources, and the return frominvestnents of those resources,
7| and for the purposes of this part. The account shall be under
8 | the exclusive control of the board.

9 Section 17. Section 288.776, Florida Statutes, 1996
10 | Suppl enent, is anended to read:

11 288.776 Board of directors; powers and duties. --

12 (1)(a) The corporation shall have a board of directors
13 | consisting of 15 nenbers representing all geographic areas of
14 | the state. Mnority and gender representati on nust be

15 | consi dered when neki ng appointnents to the board. The board
16 | nenbershi p nust incl ude:

17 1. A representative of the foll owi ng busi nesses, al
18 | of which nust be registered to do business in this state: a
19 | foreign bank, a state bank, a federal bank, an insurance
20 | conpany involved in covering trade financing risks, and a
21| small or mediumsized exporter
22 2. The followi ng persons or their designee: the
23| President of Enterprise Florida, Inc., the Conptroller, the
24 | Secretary of State, a senior official of the United States
25 | Departnent of Conmerce, and the chair of the Bl ack Busi ness
26 | I nvest nent Board.
27 (b) Appointees who are not state or Federal Governnent
28 | officials shall serve for a termof 3 years and shall be
29 | eligible for reappointnent. Nonstate and nonfederal official
30 | vacancies on the board shall be filled by the board within 30
31| days after the effective date of the vacancy.

30
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(2) Board nenbers shall serve wi thout conpensation but

may be reinbursed for all necessary expenses in the

perfornmance of their duties, including attending board

neeti ngs and conducting board busi ness.
(3) The board shall:
(a)td)y Prior to the expenditure of funds fromthe

export finance account, adopt bylaws, rules, and policies
which are necessary to carry out the responsibilities under
this part, particularly with respect to the inplenentation of
the corporation's prograns to insure, coinsure, |lend, provide
| oan guarantees, and nmke direct, guaranteed, or
collateralized |loans by the corporation to support export
transactions. The corporation's bylaws, rules, and policies
shal | be reviewed and approved by Enterprise Florida, Inc.
prior to final adoption by the board.

(b) 2y Hold regularly schedul ed neetings, at |east
gquarterly, in order to carry out the objectives and
responsibilities of the board.

(c)3) Issue an annual report to Enterprise Florida,
Inc., on the activities of the corporation, including an
eval uation of activities and recommendati ons for change. The
eval uation shall include the corporation's inmpact on the
fol | owi ng:

1. {ta)y Participation of private banks and other private
organi zations and individuals in the corporation's export
fi nanci ng prograns.

2. {b)y Access of small and medi um si zed businesses in
this state to federal export financing prograns.

3. {te) Export volunme of the snall and nedi umsized
busi nesses in this state accessing the corporation's prograns.

31
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4. ey Other econonic and social benefits to
international prograns in this state.

(d) t4)y Adopt policies, including criteria,
establ i shing which exporters and export transactions shall be
eligible for insurance, coinsurance, |oan guarantees, and
di rect, guaranteed, or collateralized | oans which nmay be
extended by the corporation. Pursuant to this subsection, the
board shall adopt rules to include the following criteria:

1. ta)y Any individual signing any corporation |oan
application and | oan or guarantee agreenent shall have an
equity in the business applying for financial assistance.

2. {b)y Each program shall exclusively support the
export of goods and services by small and nedi um si zed
busi nesses which are domciled in this state. Priority shal
be given to goods which have val ue added in this state.

3. {fe) Financial assistance shall only be extended when
at | east one of the follow ng circunstances exists:

a. - The assistance is required to secure the
participation of small and nedi um si zed export businesses in
federal, state, or private financing prograns.

b.2- No conventional source of |ender support is
avail able for the business frompublic or private financing
sour ces.

Personal financial records, trade secrets, or proprietary
information of applicants shall be confidential and exenpt
fromthe provisions of s. 119.07(1).

(e) 5y Adopt requirenents to ensure the full repaynent
of loans and | oan guarantees, plus accrued interest,
full-recourse clains, and indemities on direct |oan

32
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originations sold by the corporation, and the sol vency of any
i nsurance and coi nsurance program extended under this part.

(f) t6) Approve any extension of insurance,
coi nsurance, |oans, |oan guarantees, or direct |oan
originations for sale, under this part.

(9) 7 Consult with Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its
boards, or any state or federal agency, to ensure that the
respective |l oan guarantee or working capital |oan origination
prograns are not duplicative and that each program nakes ful
use of, to the extent practicable, the resources of the other

(h) 8y Wrk to secure a delegated |line of authority
fromthe United States Export-Inport Bank or other appropriate
federal or state agency or private sector entity in order to
t ake advantage of this possible funding or guarantee source.

(i) €9)y Develop a stream ined application and review
process, including a survey of businesses to obtain the
statistics required in paragraph (c)stubsection—(3).

Section 18. Subsection (1) of section 288.777, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

288. 777 President of the corporation.--

(1) The board ef—di+rectors—of—Enterprise+Horidar-
tre—shal | appoint a president ef—theF+toritdaEtxport—Finance

The president shall be know edgeabl e about private and public
export assistance and export financing prograns.

Section 19. Section 288.7771, Florida Statutes, 1996
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

288. 7771 Annual report of Florida Export Finance
Corporation.--By March 31 becerwber—% of each year, the
corporation shall subnmit to the Governor, the President of the
Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
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Senate Mnority Leader, and the House Mnority Leader a
conpl ete and detailed report setting forth:

(1) The evaluation required in s. 288.7772(1).

(2) The report required in s. 288.776(3).

(3) |Its assets and liabilities at the end of its nost
recent fiscal year.

Section 20. Paragraph (f) of subsection (2) of section
288.816, Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to
read:

288.816 Intergovernnental relations.--

(2) The secretary shall be responsible for al
consul ar relations between the state and all foreign
governnents doing business in Florida. The secretary shal
nmonitor United States | aws and directives to ensure that al
federal treaties regarding foreign privileges and inmunities
are properly observed. The secretary shall pronulgate rules
whi ch shal | :

(f) Establish a system of conmunication to provide al
state and | ocal |aw enforcenment agencies with infornmation
regardi ng proper procedures relating to the arrest or
incarceration of a foreign citizen. Florida | aw enforcenent
agenci es shall informthe Departnent of State Sueh—agencies
shatHH—be—inforred—+that when such arrest or incarceration
occur s. .—the—ageney—rust—not+y The secretary;—whoe in turn

shall notify the appropriate foreign governnental official

The secretary shall annually report on the actions taken to

i nform | aw enforcenent agencies, and on the cooperation from

such agencies, to the President of the Senate and the Speaker

of the House of Representatives.

Section 21. Subsection (10) is added to section
288.8175, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, to read:
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1 288.8175 Linkage institutes between postsecondary

2| institutions in this state and foreign countries.--

3 (10) Linkage institutes nay accept and adnini ster

4 | noneys provided by the Departnent of State for research and

5| devel opnent of international trade. The Secretary of State

6| shall, by March 1, report to the Governor, the President of

7| the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives in
8 | each year in which the Departnent of State has provi ded npbneys
9| for alinkage institute. The report nust detail the purpose of
10 | the expenditure by the Departnent of State and the use of the
11 | noneys by the linkage institutes and nust include a copy of

12 | the research docunents or related materials produced, if any.
13 Section 22. Subsection (2) of section 288.901, Florida
14 | Statutes, is anended to read:

15 288.901 Enterprise Florida, Inc.; creation

16 | menbershi p; organi zation; neetings; disclosure.--

17 (2) Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall establish one or
18 | nore corporate offices, at |east one of which shall be |ocated
19| in Leon County. Persons enployed by the Departnent of Conmerce
20| on the day prior to July 1, 1996, whose jobs are privatized,
21| shall be given preference, if qualified, for sinlar jobs at
22 | Enterprise Florida, Inc. Wen practical, those jobs shall be
23| located in Leon County. Al available resources, including
24 | tel ecommuting, nust be enployed to nmininize the negative
25 | i npact on the Leon County econony caused by job | osses
26 | associated with the privatization of the Departnent of
27 | Commerce. The Departnent of Managenment Services may establish
28 | a | ease agreenent program under which Enterprise Florida,
29| Inc., may hire any individual who, as of June 30, 1996, is
30 | enpl oyed by the Departnent of Commrerce or who, as of January
31| 1, 1997, is enployed by the Executive Ofice of the Governor
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and has responsibilities specifically in support of the
Wor kf orce Devel opnent Board established under s. 288.9620 of
this act. Under such agreenent, the enployee shall retain his

or her status as a state enployee but shall work under the
di rect supervision of Enterprise Florida, Inc. Retention of
state enpl oyee status shall include the right to participate
in the Florida Retirenment System The Departnent of Managenent
Services shall establish the terms and conditions of such
| ease agreenents.

Section 23. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
288. 9015, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended, and
subsection (5) is added to said section, to read:

288.9015 Enterprise Florida, Inc.; purpose; duties.--

(3) It shall be the responsibility of Enterprise
Florida, Inc., to develop a conprehensive approach to
wor kf orce devel opnent that will result in better enploynent
opportunities for the residents of this state. Such
conpr ehensi ve approach nust incl ude:

(b) Training, educating, and assisting target
popul ati ons, such as those who are economical | y di sadvant aged
or who participate in the WAGES Program or ot herw se receive

public assistance to becone independent, self-reliant, and
self-sufficient. This approach nust ensure the effective use
of federal, state, local, and private resources in reducing
the need for public assistance.

(5) As part of its business devel opnent and marketing

responsibilities, Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall prepare a

busi ness gui de and checklist that contains basic infornmation

on the federal, state, and |local requirenents for starting and

operating a business in this state. The guide and checkli st

nmust descri be how additional information can be obtai ned on
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any such requirenents and shall include, to the extent

feasi bl e, the nanes, addresses, and tel ephone nunbers of

appropri ate governnent agency representatives. The gui de and

checklist nmust also contain informati on useful to persons who

may be starting a business for the first tine, including, but

not linmted to, informati on on business structure, financing,

and pl anni ng.

Section 24. Paragraph (h) of subsection (3) of section
288.903, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenment, is redesignated as
paragraph (i) and a new paragraph (h) is added to subsection
(3) of said section to read

288.903 Board of directors of Enterprise Florida,

Inc.; president; enployees.--

(3) The president:

(h) Shall coordinate all activities and

responsibilities of Enterprise Florida, Inc., with respect to

participants in the WAGES Program

Section 25. Section 288.905, Florida Statutes, 1996
Suppl enent, is anended to read:

288.905 Duties of the board of directors of Enterprise
Fl orida, Inc.--

(1) In the performance of its functions and duti es,
the board of directors may establish and inplenent policies,
strategies, and prograns for Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its
boar ds. i etes; es; -

rest+dents—of—suech—econmmunities—I n devel opi ng such polici es,
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strategies, and prograns, the board of directors shall solicit
advi ce from and consi der the reconmendati ons of its boards.

(2) The board of directors shall, in conjunction with
the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econoni c Devel opnent,
devel op a strategic plan for econom c devel opnent for the
State of Florida. Such plan shall be submitted to the
Governor,the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the Senate Mnority Leader, and the
House M nority Leader by January 1, 1997, and shall be updated

or nodified before January 1, 1998, and annually thereafter

The plan nust be approved by the board of directors prior to

subm ssion to the Governor and Legislature. The plan shal

i nclude, but is not limted to:

(a) Allocation of public and private resources to

specific activities that will return the greatest benefit to

the econony of this state. Including delineation on the anpunt

of funds that should be expended on each conponent of the

pl an.
(b) ldentification of prograns that will enhance the

capabilities of small and mnority businesses. The plan

shoul d i nclude ways to i nprove and i ncrease the access to

i nformati on, services, and assistance for small and ninority

busi nesses.
(c)1. Specific provisions for the stinulation of

econom ¢ devel opnent and job creation in rural areas and

m d-size cities and counties of the state. These provisions

shall include, but are not limted to, the identification of

all rural counties in the state and rural cities |located in

nonrural counties; the identification of all md-size cities

and counties in the state; the identification of the economc

devel opnent and job creation goals of the rural cities and
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counties and md-size cities; the identification of rura

areas of critical concern; the identification of specific

| ocal, state, and federal financial and technical assistance

resources available to rural cities and counties and m d-size

cities and counties for econonic and conmunity devel opnent;

the identification of private sector resources available to

rural cities and counties and md-size cities and counties for

econom ¢ and comunity devel opnent; and specific nethods for

the use of the resources identified in the plan to neet the

goals identified in the plan

2. Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall involve the |oca

governnents of the cities and counties identified pursuant to

subparagraph 1., as well as any other local, state, and

federal rural devel opnent entities, both public and private,

i n devel opi ng and carryi ng out any provisions.

(d)1. Specific provisions for the stinulation of

econom ¢ devel opnent and job creation in small busi nesses and

m nority businesses. These provisions shall include, but are

not limted to, the identification of federal, state, and

| ocal financial and technical resources available for smal

busi nesses and nminority busi nesses; and specific nethods for

the use of the resources identified in the plan to neet the

goal of job creation in snmall businesses and ninority

busi nesses in the state.

2. Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall involve |ocal

state, and federal snall business and mnority business

devel opnent agenci es and organi zati ons, both public and

private, in devel oping and carrying out any provisions.

(e) Creation of workforce training prograns that |ead

to better enploynent opportunities and hi gher wages.
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(f) Pronotion of business formation, expansion

recruitnment, and retention, including prograns that enhance

access to appropriate forns of financing for businesses in

this state.
(g) Pronotion of the successful long-term

internationalization of this state, including prograns that

establi sh viable overseas markets, generate foreign

i nvestnent, assist in neeting the financing requirenents of

export-ready firns, broaden opportunities for internationa

joint venture rel ationshi ps, use the resources of acadenic and

other institutions, coordinate trade assi stance and

facilitation services, and facilitate availability of and

access to education and training prograns which will assure

requisite skills and conpetenci es necessary to conpete

successfully in the gl obal narketplace.

(h) Pronotion of the growth of high technol ogy and

ot her val ue-added i ndustries and j obs.

(i) Addressing the needs of blighted inner-city

communi ti es that have unacceptabl e | evel s of unenpl oynent and

econom ¢ disinvestnent, with the ultinmate goal of creating

jobs for the residents of such conmunities.

(j) ldentifying business sectors that are of current

or future inportance to the state's econony and to the state's

wor | dwi de busi ness i mage, and devel opi ng specific strategies

to pronote the devel opnent of such sectors.

(3)(a) The strategic plan shall also include

reconmendat i ons regardi ng specific performnce standards and
neasur abl e outcones. By July 1, 1997, Enterprise Florida
Inc., in consultation with the Ofice of Program Policy

Anal ysi s and Governnent Accountability, shall establish

per f or mnance- neasure outcones for Enterprise Florida, Inc., and
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its boards. Enterprise Florida, Inc., in consultation with
the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and Gover nnment
Accountability, shall develop a plan for nonitoring its
operations to ensure that perfornmance data are nmintai ned and
supported by records of the organization. By July 1, 1998, and
biennially thereafter, Enterprise Florida, Inc., in
consultation with the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and
Government Accountability, shall review the

per f or nance- neasure outcones for Enterprise Florida, Inc., and
its boards, and nmake any appropriate nodifications to them In

devel opi ng neasurabl e obj ectives and perfornance outcones,

Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall consider the effect of its

prograns, activities, and services on its client population.

Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall establish standards such as

job growmth anpbng client firns, growh in the nunber and

strength of businesses within targeted sectors, client

sati sfaction, venture capital dollars invested in snall and

m nority busi nesses, businesses retained and recruited,

enpl oyer wage growh, mnority business participation in

t echnol ogy assi stance and devel opnent prograns, and increased

export sales anobng client conpanies to use in evaluating

perfornance toward acconplishing the mssion of Enterprise

Fl ori da, Inc.

(b) The performance standards and neasur abl e out cones
establ i shed and regularly reviewed by Enterprise Florida,
Inc., under this subsection nust al so i nclude benchmarks and
goal s to neasure the inpact of state econom c devel opnent
policies and prograns. Such benchnmarks and goal s may incl ude,
but are not limted to:
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1. Net annual job growth rate in this state conpared
t o nei ghboring southern states and the United States as a
whol e.

2. Unenploynent rate in this state conpared to
nei ghboring southern states and the United States as a whol e.

3. Wage distribution based on the percentage of people
working in this state who earned 15 percent below the state
average, within 15 percent of the state average, and 15
percent or nore above the state average.

4. Annual percentage of growth in the production of
goods and services within Florida conpared to nei ghboring
southern states and the United States as a whol e.

5. Changes in jobs in this state by mmjor industry
based on the percentage of growh or decline in the nunber of
full-tinme or part-tinme jobs in this state.

6. Nunber of new business startups in this state.

7. Goods produced in this state that are exported to
ot her countri es.

8. Capital investnent for commercial and industrial
pur poses, agricultural production and processing, and
i nternational trade

(c)tb)y Prior to the 1999 Regul ar Session of the
Legislature, the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and
Governnment Accountability shall conduct a review of Enterprise
Florida, Inc., and its boards. The review shall be
conprehensive in its scope, but, at a mninmm nust be
conducted in such a nanner as to specifically determ ne:

1. The progress towards achieving the established
out cones.
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2. The circumstances contributing to the
organi zation's ability to achieve, not achieve, or exceed its
est abl i shed out cones.

3. The progress towards achi eving the established
goal s of the Cypress Equity Fund and whether the strategy
underlying the fund is appropriate.

4. \Whether it would be sound public policy to continue
or discontinue funding the organization, and the consequences
of discontinuing the organi zations. The report shall be
subm tted by January 1, 1999, to the President of the Senate,

t he Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Senate
M nority Leader, and the House Mnority Leader

(d)fe)y Prior to the 2003 Regul ar Session of the
Legislature, the Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and
Governnment Accountability, shall conduct another review of
Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its boards using the criteria in
par agr aph(c) tby. The report shall be submtted by January 1,
2003, to the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, the Senate Mnority Leader, and the House
M nority Leader

(4) The board of directors shall coordinate the
econom ¢ devel opnent activities and policies of Enterprise
Florida, Inc., with nunicipal, county, and regional econonic
devel opnent organi zations to establish and further devel op the
role of local econonic devel opment organi zations as the
primary service-delivery agents for econom c devel opnent
services. Were feasible, the board shall work with regiona
econom ¢ devel opnent organi zations in the delivery of services
of Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its boards.

(5) Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall deposit into
African-Anerican-qualified public depositories and

43

CODI NG Wor ds st+ieken are del etions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIERPLO O N DWNPER O

HB 1997, First Engrossed

Hi spani c- Aneri can-qual ified public depositories a portion of
any noneys received by Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its
boards fromthe state.

(6) Any enployee | eased by Enterprise Florida, Inc.

fromthe state, or any enpl oyee who derives their salary from

funds appropriated by the Legislature, nay not receive a pay

rai se or bonus in excess of a pay raise or bonus that is

received by sinmlarly situated state enpl oyees. However, this

subsection does not prohibit the paynment of a pay raise or

bonus from funds received from sources other than the Florida

Legi sl at ure.
Section 26. Subsection (1) of section 288.906, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:

288.906 Annual report of Enterprise Florida, Inc.
audits; confidentiality.--

(1) Prior to Decenber 1 of each year, Enterprise
Florida, Inc., shall submt to the Governor, the President of
the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the
Senate Mnority Leader, and the House Mnority Leader a
conpl ete and detailed report including, but not linmted to
settng—forth:

(a) A description of the operations and

acconpli shnents of Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its boards,

and an identification of any mpjor trends, initiatives, or

devel opnents affecting the performance of any program or
activity. Hs—operations—and—acconptH-shrenrts—durng—the
tHseat—year—

(b) An evaluation of progress towards achi eving

organi zati onal goals and specific performance outcones, both

short termand long term established pursuant to s. 288. 905.
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1

2

3 (c) Methods for inplenenting and funding the

4 | operations of Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its boards. tts

5 | assets—and+iabitities—at—the—end—ofi+tsrost—reecent—Fisecat

6 | year—and

7 (d) A description of the operations and

8 | acconpli shments of Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its boards,
9| with respect to furthering the devel opnent and viability of
10| small and mnority busi nesses, including any acconplishnents
11| relating to capital access and technol ogy and busi ness

12 | devel opnent prograns. Acopy—of—an—annva—Hnanciat—and

13 ¥ " . I I I w

14 | ine I Lt e e F w

15 | accordance—wth—+ules—adopted—by—theAudi-tor—Ceneral—

16 (e) A description of the operations and

17 | acconpl i shnents of Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its boards
18 | with respect to furthering the devel opnent and viability of
19 | rural cities and counties, and nid-size cities and counties in
20| this state.

21 (f) A description and eval uati on of the operations and
22 | acconplishnents of Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its boards
23| with respect to interaction with | ocal and private econonic
24 | devel opnent organi zations, including an identification of any
25 | specific progranms or activities which pronpbted the activities
26 | of such organi zations and an identification of any specific
27 | prograns or activities which pronoted a conprehensive and

28 | coordi nat ed approach to econonic devel opnent in this state.
29 (g) An assessnent of enployee training and job

30| creation that directly benefits participants in the WAGES

31| Program
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(h) An annual conpliance and financial audit of

accounts and records by an i ndependent certified public

accountant at the end of its nost recent fiscal year perforned

in accordance with rul es adopted by the Auditor General

The detailed report required by this subsection shall also
include the information identified in paragraphs (a)-(h) e},
if applicable, for any board established within the corporate
structure of Enterprise Florida, Inc.

Section 27. Effective July 1, 1998, section 288. 9415,
Florida Statutes, is created to read

288.9415 International Trade Grants.--

(1) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent in the Executive Ofice of the Governor may accept

and adni ni ster noneys appropriated to the office for providing

grants for pronotion of international trade.

(2) A county, nmunicipality, econonic devel opnent

council, or a not-for-profit association of businesses

organi zed to assist in the pronotion of international trade

may apply for a grant of state funds for the pronotion of

i nternational trade

(3) The International Trade and Econoni c Devel opnent

Board of Enterprise Florida, Inc., shall review each

application for a grant to pronote international trade and

shall submit annually to the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and

Econoni c Devel opnent for approval lists of all applications

that are recommended by the International Trade and Econonic

Devel opnent Board for the award of grants, arranged in order

of priority. The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent may allocate grants only for projects that are

approved or for which funds are appropriated by the
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Legi sl ature. Projects approved and reconmended by the

I nternational Trade and Econom c Devel opnent Board which are

not funded by the Legislature shall be retained on the project

list for the following grant cycle only. Al projects that

are retained shall be required to subnit such information as

may be required by the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent as of the established deadline date of the | atest

grant cycle in order to adequately reflect the npst current

status of the project.
Section 28. (1) For fiscal year 1997-1998 and subj ect
to appropriation in the General Appropriations Act, the Ofice

of Tourism Trade, and Econom ¢ Devel opnent shall establish a

targeted narket pilot project grant program through which

funding will be provided on a conpetitive basis, which

successfully matches | ocal businesses in this state with

specific international trade opportunities. The Legislature

finds that it is in the best interests of the state to

encourage and assi st businesses in this state to actively

participate in international trade. Ofice of Tourism Trade,

and Econom c Devel opnent shall consult with the Florida

Council of International Devel opnent in the devel opnent of

this program

(2) Gant proposals nust be subnmitted by | ocal or

regi onal econom ¢ devel opnent councils. Proposals nust include

research assignnents to the foreign offices of Enterprise

Florida, Inc., identifying potential foreign markets for

products now produced in this state, or which may easily be

produced by existing businesses in this state. Proposals nust

also include a |list of |ocal businesses that are well suited

to participate in the programand the targeted internationa

mar ket or products that the business woul d pursue.
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Partici pating businesses are required to act as nentors,

assisting the local or regional econonic devel opnent councils

in matching | ocal businesses to future international trade

opportuniti es.

(3) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent shall adopt guidelines for administering the

program and shall establish criteria for the conpetitive

eval uation of grant proposals for funding. Evaluation criteria

must include, but is not limted to:

(a) The quality of the business identification

research.
(b) Cost effectiveness and cost per business served.

(c) Conprehensiveness of services offered, including,

but not limted to, training and gui dance.

(d) Projected enpl oynent.

(e) Projected enpl oynent of WAGES Program

partici pants.

(f) The extent to which existing grants address the

targeted international narket.

(4) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent shall establish procedures for the identification

and validation of targeted international narkets by the

Florida foreign offices, as established under s. 288.012,

Florida Statutes, for use in this program

(5) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

Devel opnent shall establish performance neasures for this

program prior to providing grant noneys to any entity and

shal |l report such neasures to the Governor, the President of

the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

Section 29. (1) Subject to specific appropriations in

the General Appropriations Act, the Ofice of Tourism Trade,
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and Economi c Devel opnent may contract with the Enterprise

Fl orida Capital Devel opnent Board or sone other appropriate

not-for-profit or governnental organization for any action

that the office deens necessary to foster the devel opnent of

mcroenterprises in the state. As used within this section

m croenterprises are extrenely snmall busi ness enterprises

whi ch enabl e | ow and npderate i nconme individuals to achieve

sel f-sufficiency through self-enploynent. Mcroenterprise

prograns are those which provide at | east one of the

following: small anobunts of capital, business training and

t echni cal assistance. Where feasible, the office or

organi zati ons under contract with the office shall work in

cooperation with other organi zations active in the study and

support of mcroenterprises. Such actions may include, but

are not limted to:

(a) Maintaining a network of comuni cation and

coordi nati on anpng existing mcroenterprise |ending and

assi stance progranms throughout the state.

(b) Providing informati on and technical help to

communi ty-based or regional organizations attenpting to

establ i sh new nmi croenterprise prograns.

(c) Encouraging private-sector investnent in

m croenterprises and nicroenterprise | ending prograns.

(d) Fostering nentoring and networking rel ati onshi ps

anong nicroenterprises and ot her busi nesses and public bodies

in order to give nmicroenterprises access to nmanagenent advice

and busi ness | eads.

(e) Incorporating nicroenterprise conponents into the

capital devel opnent prograns and ot her busi ness devel opnent

prograns operated by Enterprise Florida, Inc., and its

affiliates.
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(f) Providing organi zational, financial, and narketing

support for conferences, workshops, or sinilar events that

focus on nicroenterprise devel opnent.

(g) Establishing a program and guidelines for the

award of matching grants on a conpetitive basis to support the

operati onal expenses of not-for-profit organizati ons and

governnent agencies that are engaged in mcroenterprise

| endi ng and other mcroenterprise assistance activities.

(h) Coordinating with other organi zations to ensure

that participants in the WAGES Program are gi ven opportunities

to create microenterprises.

(2) The office shall adopt guidelines for

admi ni stering the program and shall establish criteria for the

conpetitive evaluation of applications for funding. The

office shall establish performance neasures for this program

prior to providing grant noneys to any entity and shall report

such neasures to the Governor, the President of the Senate,

and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Section 30. Section 290.0411, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

290. 0411 Legislative intent and purpose of ss.
290. 0401-290.049.--1t is the intent of the Legislature to
provide the necessary neans to devel op, preserve, redevel op
and revitalize Florida communities exhibiting signs of decline
or distress by enabling | ocal governnents to undertake the
necessary conmunity devel opnent prograns. The overal
objective is to create viable communities by providing decent
housi ng and suitable |living environnents and expandi ng
econom ¢ opportunities, principally for persons of |ow or
noderate incone. The purpose of ss. 290.0401-290.049 is to
assi st local governnents in carrying out effective community
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1| devel opnent activities to arrest and reverse conmunity decline
2| and restore comunity vitality. Community devel opnent

3| activities to maintain viable communities, revitalize existing
4 | conmuni ties, expand econoni c devel opnent and enpl oynent

5| opportunities, and inprove housing conditions and expand

6 | housi ng opportunities, providing direct benefit to persons of
7| low or noderate incone, are the primary purposes of ss.

8 | 290. 0401- 290. 049. The Legi sl ature, therefore, declares that

9 | the devel opnent, redevel opnent, preservation, and

10| revitalization of comunities in this state and all the

11 | purposes of ss. 290.0401-290.049 are public purposes for which
12 | public noney nmay be borrowed, expended, | oaned, pledged to

13 | guarantee | oans, and grant ed.

14 Section 31. Subsections (1), (2), (3), and (4) of

15| section 290.044, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

16 290.044 Florida Snall Cities Community Devel opnent

17 | Block Grant Program Fund; admi nistration; distribution.--

18 (1) The Florida Small Cities Community Devel opnent

19 | Block Grant Program Fund is created. All revenue designated
20| for deposit in such fund shall be deposited by the appropriate
21 | agency. The departnent shall administer this fund as a grant
22 | and | oan guarantee programfor carrying out the purposes of

23 | ss. 290.0401-290. 049 this—act.

24 (2) The departnent shall distribute such funds as | oan
25| guarantees and grants to eligible |local governnents on the

26 | basis of a conpetitive selection process.

27 (3) The departnent shall define the broad community

28 | devel opnent objective to be achieved by the activities in each
29 | of the following grant program categories, and require

30| applicants for grants to conpete against each other in these
31 | grant program categori es:
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(a) Housing.

(b) Econonic devel opnent.

(c) Neighborhood revitalization

(d) Commercial revitalization.

(4) The percentage of funds distributed in each of the
grant program categories fromfederal funds for federal fisca
year 1985 shall be established by the Legislature in the
appropriation process for the 1984 regul ar session and shal
be established annually thereafter in the sane manner. The
departnent shall subnit its recomrendation on the distribution
percentages to the Governor and Legislature as part of its
regul ar budget proposals. The departnent shall provide for the
set-aside of an anmount of up to 10 percent of the funds
all ocated to the neighborhood revitalization category inits
di stribution percentages for use in any eligible |oca
governnent jurisdiction for which an energency or natura
di saster has been decl ared by executive order. Such funds may
only be provided to a | ocal governnent to fund eligible
energency-related activities for which no other source of
federal, state, or |ocal disaster funds is avail able. The
departnment shall provide for such set-aside by rule. 1In the
| ast quarter of the state fiscal year, any funds not allocated
under the energency-rel ated set-aside shall be used to fully
fund any applications which were partially funded due to
i nadequate funds in the nost recently conpl et ed nei ghborhood
revitalization category funding cycle, and then any renaining
funds shall be distributed to the next unfunded applications.

Section 32. Section 290.0455, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

290.0455 Small Cities Community Devel opnent Bl ock
Grant Loan Guarantee Program - -
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1 (1) The Snmall Cities Community Devel opnent Bl ock G ant
2 | Loan Guarantee Programis created. The departnent shal

3| adm ni ster the | oan guarantee program pursuant to s. 108 of

4| Title | of the Housing and Conmrunity Devel opnent Act of 1974,
5| as anended, and as further anmended by s. 910 of the

6 | Cranst on- Gonzal ez Nati onal Affordabl e Housing Act. The purpose
7] of the Smmll Cities Community Devel opnent Bl ock Grant Loan

8 | Guarantee Programis to guarantee, or to nmake comitnents to
9 | guarantee, notes or other obligations issued by public

10| entities for the purposes of financing activities enunerated
11|1in 24 CF.R s. 570.703.

12 (2) Activities assisted under the | oan guarantee

13 | program nust neet the requirenents contained in 24 C F. R ss.
14 | 570. 700-570. 710 and may not ot herwi se be financed in whole or
15])in part fromthe Florida Small Cities Community Devel oprnent
16 | Bl ock Grant Program

17 (3) The departnent may pl edge existing revenues on

18 | deposit or future revenues projected to be available for

19 | deposit in the Florida Small Cities Community Devel oprment
20| Block Grant Programin order to guarantee, in whole or in
21| part, the paynment of principal and interest on a | oan nade
22 | under the | oan guarantee program
23 (4) The departnent nust submit all applications it
24 | receives to the United States Departnent of Housi ng and Urban
25 | Devel opnent for | oan approval, in the order received, subject
26 | to the departnment deternmining that the application neets al
27 | eligibility requirenents contained in 24 C F. R ss.
28 | 570. 700-570. 710, and provided that the applicant has subnitted
29 | the proposed activity to a | oan underwiter to docunent its
30| financial feasibility.
31
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(5) The maxi num anpbunt of | oan guarantee conmitnents

that any eligible | ocal governnent nay receive nmay be linited
to $7 million pursuant to 24 C.F. R s. 570.705, and the
nmaxi nrum anount of | oan guarantee conmitnents statew de may not

exceed an amount equal to five tines the anount of the nost

recent grant received by the departnent under the Florida

Small Cities Comunity Devel opnent Bl ock Grant Program

(6) Loans guaranteed by the | oan guarantee program

nmust be repaid within 20 years.

(7) Loan guarantees nmay be used for an activity only

if the local governnent provides evidence to the departnment

that alternative financing services were investigated and were

unavail able or insufficient to neet the financing needs of the

activity.
(8) The departnent nust, before approving an

application for a |oan, evaluate the applicant's prior

admi ni stration of block grant funds for comunity devel opnent.

The eval uati on of past performance nust take into account the

procedural aspects of previous grants or |loans as well as

substantive results. |f the departnent finds that any

applicant has failed to substantially acconplish the results

proposed in the applicant's |ast previously funded

application, the departnment may prohibit the applicant from

receiving a loan or may penalize the applicant in the rating

of the current application

Section 33. Subsections (7) and (8) are added to
section 290.047, Florida Statutes, to read

290. 047 Establishnment of grant ceilings and naxi num

adm ni strative cost percentages; elimnation of popul ation
bi as. - -
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(7) Gant ceilings do not apply to the | oan guarantee

program aut hori zed in s. 290.0455.

(8) |If an applicant was the sponsor of an activity

under the Small Cities Conmmunity Devel opnent Bl ock Grant Loan

Quarantee Program and the |oan for such activity is in

default, thereby requiring the departnent to reduce its annua

grant award in order to pay the annual debt service on the

applicant's | oan, the departnent shall reduce the grant

ceiling available to such applicant in an anount equal to the

anount of the state's grant award required to be used for the

| oan debt service

Section 34. Subsection (6) is added to section
290.048, Florida Statutes, to read:

290. 048 Ceneral powers of Departnent of Community
Affairs under ss. 290.0401-290. 049. --The departnent has al
the powers necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes
and provisions of the program including the power to:

(6) Pledge comunity devel opnent bl ock grant revenues

fromthe Federal Governnment in order to guarantee notes or

other obligations of a public entity which are approved
pursuant to s. 290. 0455.
Section 35. Paragraph (b) of subsection (3) of section
311.07, Florida Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anended to read:
311.07 Florida seaport transportation and econonic

devel opnent fundi ng. - -

(3)

(b) Projects eligible for funding by grants under the
programare |limted to the following port facilities or port
transportati on projects:

1. Transportation facilities within the jurisdiction
of the port.
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1 2. The dredgi ng or deepening of channels, turning

2 | basi ns, or harbors.

3 3. The construction or rehabilitati on of wharves,

4 | docks, structures, jetties, piers, storage facilities, cruise
5| ternminals, autonated peopl e nover systems, or any facilities
6 | necessary or useful in connection with any of the foregoing.
7 4. The acquisition of container cranes or other

8 | mechani zed equi prrent used in the novenent of cargo or

9 | passengers in international conmerce.

10 5. The acquisition of land to be used for port

11 | purposes.

12 6. The acquisition, inprovenent, enlargenent, or

13 | extension of existing port facilities.

14 7. Environnmental protection projects which are

15 | necessary because of requirenents inposed by a state agency as
16 | a condition of a permt or other formof state approval; which
17 | are necessary for environnental mitigation required as a

18 | condition of a state, federal, or local environnental permt;
19 | which are necessary for the acquisition of spoil disposa

20| sites and inprovenents to existing and future spoil sites; or
21| which result fromthe funding of eligible projects |isted

22 | herein.

23 8. Transportation facilities as defined in s.

24 | 334.03(31) which are not otherw se part of the Departnent of
25| Transportation's adopted work program

26 9. Seaport internmpdal access projects identified in
27 | the 5-year Florida Seaport M ssion Plan as provided in s.

28 | 311.09(3).

29 Section 36. Subsection (1) of section 311.11, Florida
30| Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

31 311.11 Seaport Enploynent Training Gant Program --
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1 (1) The Ofice of Tourism Trade, and Econonic

2 | Devel opnent, in cooperation with the Florida Seaport

3| Transportation and Econoni c Devel opnent Council, shal

4 | establish a Seaport Enploynent Training Grant Programwithin

5| the office. The office shall may grant funds appropriated by
6| the Legislature to the programfor the purpose of stinulating
7 | and supporting seaport training and enpl oynent prograns which
8| will seek to match state and local training prograns with
9]identified job skills associated with enpl oynent opportunities
10| in the port, nmaritine, and transportation industries, and for
11 | the purpose of providing such other training, educational, and
12 | information services as required to stinulate jobs in the
13 | descri bed i ndustri es to—seaport—enptoyrent—trai-ningprograns
14 | £ I F - o Ch o sk . I
15 : - oL y )
16
17

i

Funds may be used for the

19 | purchase of equi pnent to be used for training purposes, hiring
20 | instructors, and any ot her purpose associated with the

21 | training program The office's contribution to any specific
22 | training program may not exceed 50 percent of the total cost
23| of the program Matching contributions fremthe—seaport—and
24 | i+ts—private—sector—econponent may i nclude services in kind,

25| including, but not limted to, training instructors, equipnent
26 | usage, and training facilities.

27 Section 37. Subsection (4) of section 320.20, Florida
28 | Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is renunbered as subsection (5) and
29 | new subsection (4) is added to said section, to read:

30 320.20 Disposition of license tax noneys. --The revenue
31| derived fromthe registration of notor vehicles, including any
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del i nquent fees and excludi ng those revenues col |l ected and
di stributed under the provisions of s. 320.081, nust be
distributed nonthly, as collected, as follows:

(4) Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of |aw except

subsections (1), (2), and (3), on July 1, 1997, and annually

thereafter, $10 nillion shall be deposited in the State

Transportation Trust Fund solely for the purposes of funding

the Florida Seaport Transportati on and Econom c Devel opnent

Program as provided in ch. 311 and for fundi ng seaport

i nternodal access projects of statew de significance as

provided in s. 341.053. Such revenues shall be distributed to

any port listed in s. 311.09(1), to be used for funding

projects as follows:

(a) For any seaport internodal access projects which
are identified in the 1997/98 Tentative Wrk Program of the
Departnent of Transportation up to the anpunts needed to

of fset the funding requirenents of this section; and

(b) For seaport internpdal access projects as
described in 341.053(5) which are identified in the 5-year
Fl ori da Seaport Mssion Plan as provided in s. 311.09(3).

Fundi ng for such projects shall be on a nmatching basis as

nmutual ly determined by the Florida Seaport Transportation and

Econoni ¢ Devel opment Council and the Departnment of

Transportation, provided a mninmum of 25 percent of total

project funds shall cone fromany port, local, private or

specifically earnmarked federal funds; or

(c) On a 50-50 matching basis for projects as
described in s. 311.07(3)(b).

Such revenues nay be assi gned, pledged, or set aside as

a trust for the paynent of principal or interest on bonds, tax
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anticipation certificates, or any other form of indebtedness

i ssued by an individual port or appropriate | ocal governnent

having jurisdiction thereof, or collectively by interloca

agreenent anong any of the ports, or used to purchase credit

support to pernit such borrowi ngs. However, such debt shal

not constitute a general obligation of the State of Florida.

This state does hereby covenant with holders of such revenue

bonds or other instrunents of indebtedness issued hereunder

that it will not repeal or inpair or anend this subsection in

any manner which will nmaterially and adversely affect the

rights of holders so | ong as bonds aut horized by this

subsection are outstanding. Any revenues which are not pl edged

to the repaynent of bonds as authorized by this section nmay be

utilized for purposes authorized under the Florida Seaport

Transportati on and Econonm ¢ Devel opnent Program This revenue

source is in addition to any anpbunts provided for and

appropriated in accordance with s. 311.07 and s. 320.20(3).

The Florida Seaport Transportati on and Econom c Devel opnent

Council shall approve distribution of funds to ports for

proj ects which have been approved pursuant to s.

311.09(5)-(9), or for seaport internodal access projects

identified in the 5-year Florida Seaport Mssion Plan as
provided in s. 311.09(3) and nutually agreed upon by the FSTED
Council and the Departnent of Transportation. The council and

t he Departnent of Transportation are authorized to perform

such acts as are required to facilitate and i npl enent the

provisions of this subsection. To better enable the ports to

cooperate to their nutual advantage, the governing body of

each port may exercise powers provided to nunicipalities or

counties in s. 163.01(7)(d) subject to the provisions of ch

311 and special acts, if any, pertaining to a port. The use of
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1| funds provided pursuant to this subsection are linited to

2| eligible projects listed in this subsection. The provisions of
3]s. 311.07(4) do not apply to any funds recei ved pursuant to

4| this subsection.

5 Section 38. Section 337.023, Florida Statutes, is

6| created to read

7 337.023 Sale of building; acceptance of replacenent

8 | buil ding.--Notwi thstanding the provisions of s. 216.292(4)(b),
9]if the departnent sells a building, the departnent nay accept
10| the construction of a replacenent building, in response to a
11 | request for proposals, totally or partially in lieu of cash
12 | and nay do so without a specific |legislative appropriation

13 | Such action is subject to the approval of the Executive Ofice
14 | of the Governor, and is subject to the notice, review, and

15| objection procedures under s. 216.177. The repl acenent

16 | building shall be consistent with the current and projected
17 | needs of the departnent as agreed upon by the departnent and
18 | the Departnent of Managenent Servi ces.

19 Section 39. Subsection (6) of section 380.06, Florida
20| Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to read:
21 380. 06 Devel opnents of regional inpact.--
22 (6) APPLI CATI ON FOR APPROVAL OF DEVELCOPMENT;
23 | CONCURRENT PLAN AMENDMENTS. - -
24 (a) Prior to undertaking any devel opnent, a devel oper
25| that is required to undergo devel opnent - of -regi onal -i npact
26 | review shall file an application for devel opnent approval with
27 | the appropriate |ocal governnent having jurisdiction. The
28 | application shall contain, in addition to such other matters
29| as may be required, a statenment that the devel oper proposes to
30 | undertake a devel opnent of regional inpact as required under
31| this section.
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1 (b) Any local governnent conprehensive plan anendnents
2| related to a proposed devel opnent of regional inpact,

3 | including any changes proposed under subsection (19), may be
4linitiated by a |local planning agency or the devel oper and nust
5| be considered by the |ocal governing body at the same tine as
6| the application for devel opnent approval using the procedures
7 | provided for local plan anendnent in s. 163.3187 or s.

8 | 163. 3189 and applicable |l ocal ordinances, w thout regard to

9| statutory or local ordinance limts on the frequency of

10 | consideration of anendnents to the | ocal conprehensive plan

11| Nothing in this paragraph shall be deened to require favorable
12 | consideration of a plan anendnent solely because it is related
13| to a devel opnent of regional inpact. The procedure for

14 | processi ng such conprehensive plan anendnents is as follows:
15 1. |If a devel oper seeks a conprehensive plan anendnent
16 | related to a devel opnent of regional inpact, the devel oper

17 | nust so notify in witing the regional planning agency, the

18 | applicable | ocal governnent, and the state |and planning

19 | agency no |l ater than the date of preapplication conference or
20 | the submi ssion of the proposed change under subsection (19).
21 2. Wien filing the application for devel opnent

22 | approval or the proposed change, the devel oper nust include a
23| witten request for conprehensive plan anmendnents that woul d
24 | be necessitated by the devel opnent - of -regi onal -i npact

25 | approval s sought. That request nust include data and anal ysis
26 | upon which the applicable |ocal government can deternine

27 | whether to transnit the conprehensive plan anmendnent pursuant
28| to s. 163.3184.

29 3. The local governnent nust advertise a public

30| hearing on the transnittal within 30 days after filing the

31| application for devel opnent approval or the proposed change
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1| and nust make a deternmination on the transmttal within 60

2| days after the initial filing unless that tine is extended by
3 | the devel oper.

4 4. |f the local governnent approves the transmttal

5| procedures set forth in s. 163.3184(3)-(6) nust be foll owed.

6 5. Notwithstandi ng subsection (11) or subsection (19),
7| the local governnment nmay not hold a public hearing on the

8 | application for devel opnent approval or the proposed change or
9 | on the conprehensive plan anendnents sooner than 30 days from
10 | receipt of the response fromthe state | and pl anni ng agency
11 | pursuant to s. 163.3184(6). The 60-day tine period for |oca
12 | governnents to adopt, adopt with changes, or not adopt plan
13 | amendnents pursuant to s. 163.3184(7) shall not apply to

14 | concurrent plan anmendnents provided for in this subsection

15 6. The |l ocal governnent nust hear both the application
16 | for devel opnent approval or the proposed change and the

17 | conprehensi ve pl an anendnments at the sane hearing. However,
18 | the local governnent nust take action separately on the

19 | application for devel opnent approval or the proposed change
20 | and on the conprehensive plan anendnents.

21 7. Thereafter, the appeal process for the | oca

22 | governnent devel opnent order nust follow the provisions of s.
23| 380.07, and the conpliance process for the conprehensive plan
24 | anendnents nust follow the provisions of s. 163.3184.

25 Section 40. Subsection (1) of section 455.213, Florida
26 | Statutes, 1996 Supplenent, is anmended to read:

27 455,213 General |icensing provisions.--

28 (1) Any person desiring to be |licensed shall apply to
29 | the departnent in witing to take the appropriate exam nation
30| The application shall be nmade on a form prepared and furni shed
31| by the departnment and shall be suppl enented as needed to
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reflect any material change in any circunstance or condition
stated in the application which takes place between the
initial filing of the application and the final grant or

denial of the license and which mght affect the decision of
the agency. |In order to further the econonic devel opment goals

of the state, and notwithstanding any law to the contrary, the

departnment may enter into an agreenment with the county tax

collector for the purpose of appointing the county tax

collector as the departnent's agent to accept applications for

|icenses and applications for renewals of |licenses. The

agreenent nust specify the tine within which the tax coll ector

nmust forward any applications and acconpanyi ng application

fees to the departnent.
Section 41. Subsection (1) of section 455. 2141,
Florida Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, is anmended to read:
455. 2141 Agency for Health Care Admi nistration
general |icensing provisions.--

(1) Any person desiring to be licensed in a profession
within the jurisdiction of the Agency for Health Care
Adm ni stration shall apply to the agency in witing to take
the licensure exam nation. The application shall be nade on a
form prepared and furnished by the agency and shall be
suppl enented as needed to reflect any material change in any
circunstance or condition stated in the application which
t akes place between the initial filing of the application and
the final grant or denial of the license and which m ght
af fect the decision of the agency. In order to further the

econom ¢ devel opnent goals of the state, and notw t hstandi ng

any law to the contrary, the agency may enter into an

agreenent with the county tax collector for the purpose of

appoi nting the county tax collector as the agency's agent to
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1| accept applications for licenses and applications for renewal s
2| of licenses. The agreenent nust specify the tine within which
3| the tax collector nust forward any applications and

4 | acconpanyi ng application fees to the agency.

5 Section 42. In order to further the economnic

6 | devel opnent goals of the state, and notwithstanding any law to
7| the contrary, the Departnent of State nay enter into an

8 | agreenent with the county tax collector for the purpose of

9 | appointing the county tax collector as the departnent's agent
10| to accept applications for licenses or other simlar

11 | registrations and applications for renewals of |icenses or

12 | other similar registrations. The agreenent nust specify the
13| tine within which the tax collector nust forward any

14 | applications and acconpanyi ng application fees to the

15 | depart nent.

16 Section 43. In order to further the economnic

17 | devel opnent goals of the state, and notwithstanding any law to
18 | the contrary, the Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security
19 | may enter into an agreenent with the county tax collector for
20 | the purpose of appointing the county tax collector as the
21 | departnent's agent to accept applications for licenses or
22 | other sinmlar registrations and applications for renewal s of
23| licenses or other simlar registrations. The agreenent mnust
24 | specify the tine within which the tax collector nust forward
25| any applications and acconpanying application fees to the
26 | depart nent.
27 Section 44. Section 624.426, Florida Statutes, is
28 | anended to read:
29 624. 426 Exceptions to resident agent and
30 | countersignature |aw. --Section 624. 425 does not apply to:
31 (1) Contracts of reinsurance.
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(2) Policies of insurance on the rolling stock of
rail road conpani es doing a general freight and passenger
busi ness.
(3) United States Custonms surety bonds that are issued

by a corporate surety approved by the United States Departnent

of Treasury and that nane the United States as the

beneficiary.

Section 45. Enploying and Trai ni ng our Youths

(ENTRY). - -

(1) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section
(a) "Director" neans the executive director of the

O fice of Tourism Trade, and Econom c Devel opnent.

(b) "Eligible business" neans any sol e proprietorship,

firm partnership, corporation, bank, savings association

estate, trust, business trust, receiver, syndicate, or other

group or conbi nation, or successor business.

(c) "Eligible youth enpl oyee" neans a student between

the ages of 15 and 18 currently enrolled at a Florida public

school, who has not been previously enployed within the

preceding 12 nonths by the eligible business, or a successor

eligible business, clainmng the credit allowed in this

section. The youth enpl oyee shall be deened to be enployed if

the youth perforns duties in connection with the operations of

t he business on a regular basis, provided the youth is

perforning such duties on an average of at |east 12 hours per

week each nmonth throughout the year and is being paid for such

duties at a rate no | ess than the m ni rum wage establ i shed

pursuant to federal |aw.

(d) "Fiscal year" neans the fiscal year of the state.

(e) "Ofice" neans the Ofice of Tourism Trade, and

Econoni ¢ Devel opnent.
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(f) "Public school" shall have the sane neaning as in
s. 228.041(1)(a), Florida Statutes.

(2) TAX REFUND; ELI d BLE AMOUNTS. - -
(a) Contingent upon an annual appropriation by the

Legislature, the director nmay approve an eligible business to

receive tax refund paynents of up to $1,600 per eligible youth

enpl oyee. An eligible business may not receive tax refund

paynments for nore than five eligible youth enpl oyees in any

single fiscal year.

(b) After entering into an enploynent/tax refund

agreenent under subsection (3), an eligible business may

receive refunds for the follow ng taxes or fees due and paid

by that busi ness:

1. Taxes on sales, use, and other transacti ons under

part | of chapter 212, Florida Statutes.

2. Corporate incone taxes under chapter 220, Florida

St at ut es.

3. Intangible personal property taxes under chapter
199, Florida Statutes.

4. Energency exci se taxes under chapter 221, Florida

St at ut es.

5. Excise taxes on docunents under chapter 201,

Fl ori da St at ut es.

6. Ad valoremtaxes paid, as defined in section
220.03(1), Florida Statutes.

7. lnsurance prem umtaxes under section 624.509,

Fl ori da St at ut es.

8. (ccupational license fees under chapter 205,

Fl ori da St at ut es.
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However, an eligi ble business may not receive a refund under

this section for any anpunt of credit, refund, or exenption

granted to that business for any of such taxes or fees. |If a

refund for such taxes or fees is provided by the office, which

taxes or fees are subsequently adjusted by the application of

any credit, refund, or exenption granted to the eligible

busi ness other than as provided in this section, the business

shall reinburse the office for the anount of that credit,

refund, or exenption. An eligible business shall notify and

tender paynent to the office within 20 days after receiving

any credit, refund, or exenption other than the one provided

in this section.

(c) An eligible business that fraudulently clains a

refund under this section

1. Is liable for repaynent of the anount of refund to

the office, plus a mandatory penalty in the anount of 200

percent of the tax refund which shall be deposited in the

CGeneral Revenue Fund.

2. Is guilty of a felony of the third degree,
puni shable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s.
775.084, Florida Statutes.

(3) ADM NI STRATI ON. - -

(a) To apply for tax refunds pursuant to this section,

an eligible business nust file an enploynent/tax refund

application, devel oped by the office, at the public school the

eligible youth enpl oyee attends.

(b) The public school shall forward the application to

the office within 5 cal endar days after receipt of a conplete

application. Wthin 10 cal endar days after receipt of the

application, the office shall enter a final order that either

approves or di sapproves the application. The decisions nust
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be in witing and nust provide the justifications for approval

or di sapproval .

(c) An eligible business that has been approved by the

office to receive tax refunds may apply to the office for a

refund at the end of each cal endar quarter the eligible youth

enpl oyee i s enployed by the business. An eligible business

may not receive refund paynments of nore than 25 percent of the

total tax refunds due such busi ness under this section each

cal endar quarter. Termination of enploynent of an eligible

yout h enpl oyee shall result in loss of eligibility for tax

refunds for such enpl oyee under this section

(d) The claimfor refund by an eligible busi ness nust

include a copy of all receipts pertaining to the paynent of

taxes for which the refund is sought.

(e) Nothing in this section shall create a presunption

that an eligible business will receive any tax refund under

this section.

(f) The office is authorized to devel op rul es and

forns, pursuant to chapter 120, Florida Statutes, to inplenent

the provisions of this section. The office is authorized to

verify information provided in any claimsubnitted for tax

credits under this section with regard to enpl oynent and wage

| evel s or the paynent of the taxes to the appropriate agency

or authority, including the Departnent of Revenue, the

Departnent of Labor and Enpl oynent Security, or any | ocal

governnment or authority.

(4) REPEAL.--The provisions of this section shal
expire and be void on June 30, 2007.

Section 46. Subsection (7) of section 14. 2015, Florida
Statutes, 1996 Suppl enent, sections 118.01, 118.02, and
118.03, Florida Statutes, as amended by chapter 95-147, Laws
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of Florida, and section 118.04, Florida Statutes, are

r epeal ed
Section 47. There is hereby appropriated fromthe

State Transportation Trust Fund $10 nmillion to the Departnent

of Transporation to fund the Florida Seaport Transportation

and Econom c Devel opnent Program as provided in chapter 311

Florida Statutes, and pursuant to s. 320.20, Florida Statutes,
for fiscal year 1997-1998.

Section 48. (1) The sum of $500,000 is hereby
appropriated fromthe General Revenue Fund to the Florida

I nternational Trade and Pronotion Trust Fund for fiscal year

1997-1998 to fund the Seaport Enploynent Trai ning G ant

Program contained in section 311.11, Florida Statutes.

(2) The sumof $2 nmillion is hereby appropriated from

the General Revenue Fund to the Econoni c Devel opnent Trust

Fund for fiscal year 1997-1998 to fund tax refunds issued

pursuant to the ENTRY Tax Refund Program contai ned in section

20 of this act. From such funds, the O fice of Tourism

Trade, and Econonic Devel oprment shall initially inplenent the

ENTRY programas a pilot programin three areas of the state.

The office shall consider the following in selecting the

| ocations of the pil ot areas:

(a) GCeographic diversification and diversity of

community size

(b) Estimated nunber of students which are expected to

be placed relative to the popul ati on of potential student

participants in the community.

(c) The degree to which | ocal partnershi ps between the

| ocal workforce devel opnent board, |ocal education agencies,

| ocal business community and other organi zations involved in
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communi ty devel opnent will enhance the effectiveness of the
ENTRY program
(d) The degree to which other federal, state, or |oca

funds can be | everaged by tax refunds recei ved under the ENTRY

program
Section 49. |If any provision of this act or the

application thereof to any person or circunstance is held

invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or

applications of the act which can be given effect w thout the

invalid provision or application, and to this end the

provisions of this act are decl ared severabl e.

Secti on 50. In order to further the econonic

devel opnent goals of the state, an incentive to facilitate

i ncreased enploynent in Florida's boat notor and vesse

manuf acturing i ndustry is hereby created so that vessels

operated for test purposes by boat notor or vessel

manuf acturers shall be exenpt fromvessel speed regul ations

adopted after January 1, 1994. This provision shall only apply

to tests conducted in the sane waters in which tests were

conducted prior to the adoption of such regulations. This

provi sion shall not authorize the reckless or carel ess

operati on of vessels as otherw se prohi bited by | aw.
Section 51. This act shall take effect July 1, 1997.
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