Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2000
By Senator Lee

23-1527-98
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to rul emaki ng authority for
3 matters pertaining to education (RAB); anending
4 s. 231.17, F.S.; revising requirenents for
5 qgqualifying to receive a tenporary teaching
6 certificate; authorizing the State Board of
7 Education to adopt rules defining the term
8 "standard institution"; authorizing the
9 Conmi ssi oner of Education to make deci si ons
10 about granting certification to an applicant in
11 extenuating circunmstances not otherw se
12 provided for in statute or by rule; anending s.
13 231.1725, F.S.; deleting provisions for having
14 noncertificated teachers in critical teacher
15 shortage areas; anending s. 231.24, F.S.
16 allowing the state board to approve rules for
17 t he expanded use of training in teaching
18 students having linited proficiency in English
19 toward renewi ng a professional certificate;
20 anending s. 231.29, F.S., relating to
21 assessnent procedures and criteria for
22 personnel assessnent; authorizing the state
23 board to adopt necessary rules; anending s.
24 240.116, F.S.; allowing the state board to
25 adopt rules for certain dual-enroll nent
26 prograns; anending s. 240.233, F.S.; allow ng
27 the state board to adopt rules for the
28 articul ation of foreign-language conpetency and
29 equi val ency between secondary and postsecondary
30 institutions; providing an effective date.
31
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1| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

2

3 Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
4] 231.17, Florida Statutes, is anended, and subsection (14) is
5| added to that section, to read:

6 231.17 Oficial statenents of eligibility and

7| certificates granted on application to those neeting

8 | prescribed requirenents. --

9 (3) TEMPORARY CERTI FI CATE. - -

10 (c) To qualify for a tenporary certificate, the

11 | applicant nust:

12 1. File awitten statenment under oath that the

13 | applicant subscribes to and will uphold the principles

14 | incorporated in the Constitutions of the United States and of
15| the State of Florida.

16 2. Be at least 18 years of age.

17 3. Docunent receipt of a bachelor's or higher degree
18 | from a standard an—aceredi-ted institution of higher |earning,
19| as defined by state board rule. Any institution of higher
20| learning in this state which is accredited by an accrediting
21| association that is a nenber of the Council for H gher
22 | Educati on Accreditati on nust be considered as having net the
23 | criteria established in state board rule for a standard
24 | institution. The bachelor's or higher degree may not be
25| required in areas approved in rule by the State Board of
26 | Educati on as nondegreed areas. Each applicant seeking initial
27 | certification nust have attained at least a 2.5 overall grade
28 | point average on a 4.0 scale in the applicant's major field of
29 | study. The applicant nmay docunent the required education by
30| submitting official transcripts frominstitutions of higher
31| education or by authorizing the direct subm ssion of such
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official transcripts through established el ectronic network
syst ens.

4.5~ Be conpetent and capabl e of performng the

duties, functions, and responsibilities of a teacher
5.6 Be of good noral character

Rul es adopted pursuant to this section shall provide for the
review and acceptance of credentials fromforeign institutions
of hi gher I earning.

(14) AUTHORI TY OF COWM SSI ONER. - - The Conmi ssi oner of
Education is authorized to nmake deci sions regardi ng an

applicant's certification under extenuating circunstances not

ot herwi se provided for in statute or by rule.
Section 2. Section 231.1725, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

231.1725 Enpl oynent of substitute teachers, teachers

of adult education, nondegreed teachers of career education;-
I e I I . Lt eal I I
areas. - -

(1) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of ss. 231.02,
231.15, and 231. 17;—ant—231+31#2 or any other provision of |aw
or rule to the contrary, each school board shall establish the
m ni mal qualifications for:

(a) Substitute teachers to be enployed pursuant to s.
231.47. The qualifications shall require the filing of a

3
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conpl ete set of fingerprints in the same nanner as required by
s. 231.02.

(b) Part-tine and full-tinme teachers in adult
education prograns. The qualifications shall require the
filing of a conplete set of fingerprints in the same nanner as
required by s. 231.02. Faculty enployed solely to conduct
post secondary instruction my be exenpted fromthis
requirenent.

(c) Part-tine and full-tinme nondegreed teachers of
vocational prograns. Qualifications shall be established for
agriculture, business, health occupations, fanmily and consuner
sci ences, industrial, nmarketing, and public service education
teachers, based primarily on successful occupationa
experience rather than academ c training. The qualifications
for such teachers shall require

1. The filing of a conplete set of fingerprints in the
sanme manner as required by s. 231.02. Faculty enployed solely
t o conduct postsecondary instruction nmay be exenpted fromthis
requirenent.

2. Docunentation of education and successfu
occupati onal experience including docurmentation of:

a. A high school diploma or the equivalent.

b. Conpletion of 6 years of full-tine successfu
occupati onal experience or the equivalent of part-tine
experience in the teaching specialization area. Alternate
neans of determ ni ng successful occupational experience nay be
establ i shed by the school board.

c. Conmpletion of career education training conducted
t hrough the local school district inservice master plan

d. For full-tinme teachers, conpletion of professiona
education training in teaching nethods, course construction

4
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| esson pl anni ng and eval uati on, and teachi ng speci al needs
students. This training nay be conpl eted t hrough coursework
froma standard institution or an approved district teacher
educati on program

e. Denopnstration of successful teaching perfornance.

(2) Substitute, adult education, and nondegreed, and

career education teachers andnoencertificatedteachers—in
ertecal—teacher—shortage—areas who are enpl oyed pursuant to
this section shall have the sane rights and protection of |aws
as certified teachers.

Section 3. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (3) of
section 231.24, Florida Statutes, to read

231.24 Process for renewal of professiona
certificates. --

(3) For the renewal of a professional certificate, the
followi ng requirenents nust be net:

(d) When an educator is required to conplete training

in teaching students of limted English proficiency, the state

board shall approve rules for the expanded use of such

5
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1| training for renewal of the professional certificate as

2| foll ows:

3 1. A teacher who holds a professional certificate may
4| use college credits or inservice points conpleted in

5| Engli sh-for-Speakers-of-Qher-Languages training in excess of
6| 6 senester hours during one certificate-validity period toward
7 | renewal of the professional certificate during the next

8| validity period.

9 2. A teacher who holds a tenporary certificate may use
10| college credits or inservice points conpleted in

11 | Engli sh-for- Speakers-of - her-Languages training toward

12 | renewal of the teacher's first professional certificate. Such
13 | training nust not have been included within the degree

14 | program and the teacher's tenporary and prof essi ona

15| certificates nust be issued for consecutive school years.

16 Section 4. Section 231.29, Florida Statutes, is

17 | anended to read:

18 231.29 Assessnent procedures and criteria.--

19 (1) For the purpose of inproving the quality of

20 | instructional, administrative, and supervisory services in the
21| public schools of the state, the superintendent shal

22 | establish procedures for assessing the performance of duties
23| and responsibilities of all instructional, adninistrative, and
24 | supervi sory personnel enployed by the school district. The

25 | Departnent of Education nust approve each district's

26 | i nstructional personnel assessnent system

27 (2) The followi ng conditions nmust be considered in the
28 | design of the district's instructional personnel assessnent

29 | system

30 (a) The system nust be designed to support district

31| and school |evel inprovenent plans.
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(b) The system nust provide appropriate instrunents,
procedures, and criteria for continuous quality inprovenment of
the professional skills of instructional personnel

(c) The systemnust include a nechanismto give
parents an opportunity to provide input into enpl oyee
perfornance assessnents when appropriate.

(d) In addition to addressing generic teaching
conpetencies, districts nust determ ne those teaching fields
for which special procedures and criteria will be devel oped.

(e) Each school board nmay establish a peer assistance
process. The plan may provide a nechani smfor assistance of
persons who are placed on performance probation as well as
of fer assistance to other enpl oyees who request it.

(f) The school board shall provide training prograns
that are based upon gui delines provided by the Departnent of
Education to ensure that all individuals with eval uation
responsibilities understand the proper use of the assessnent
criteria and procedures.

(3) The assessnent procedure for instructiona
personnel shall conply with, but shall not be linmted to, the
foll owi ng requirenents:

(a) An assessnent shall be conducted for each enpl oyee
at | east once a year. The assessnent shall be based upon sound
educational principles and contenporary research in effective
educational practices. The assessnment nust use data and
i ndicators of inprovenent in student perfornmance and may
consider results of peer reviews in evaluating the enpl oyee's
perfornmance. The assessnent criteria nust include, but are not
limted to, indicators that relate to the foll ow ng:

1. Ability to nmaintain appropriate discipline.

7
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2. Know edge of subject matter. The district schoo
board shall nake special provisions for evaluating teachers
who are assigned to teach out-of-field.

Ability to plan and deliver instruction
Ability to evaluate instructional needs.

ok w

Ability to communicate with parents.

6. Oher professional conpetencies, responsibilities,
and requirenents as established by rules of the State Board of
Education and policies of the district school board.

(b) Al personnel shall be fully inforned of the
criteria and procedures associated with the assessnent process
before the assessnent takes pl ace.

(c) The individual responsible for supervising the
enpl oyee nust assess the enpl oyee's performance. The eval uator
nmust subnit a witten report of the assessnent to the
superintendent for the purpose of review ng the enployee's
contract. The eval uator nust submit the witten report to the
enpl oyee no later than 10 days after the assessnent takes
pl ace. The evaluator nust discuss the witten report of
assessnent with the enpl oyee. The enpl oyee shall have the
right toinitiate a witten response to the assessnent, and
t he response shall becone a permanent attachnent to his or her
personnel file.

(d) If an enployee is not performing his or her duties
in a satisfactory manner, the evaluator shall notify the
enpl oyee in witing of such determination. The notice nust
descri be such unsatisfactory performance and include notice of
the foll owi ng procedural requirenents:

1. Upon delivery of a notice of unsatisfactory
perfornmance, the evaluator nust confer with the enpl oyee, nake
reconmendations with respect to specific areas of
8
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unsati sfactory performance, and provi de assi stance in hel ping
to correct deficiencies within a prescribed period of tine.

2. The enpl oyee shall be placed on performance
probation and governed by the provisions of this section for
90 cal endar days fromthe receipt of the notice of
unsati sfactory performance to denonstrate corrective action
School hol i days and school vacation periods are not counted
when cal cul ating the 90-cal endar-day period. During the 90
cal endar days, the enpl oyee nust be eval uated periodically and
appri sed of progress achi eved and nust be provi ded assi stance
and inservice training opportunities to help correct the noted
perfornmance deficiencies. At any tine during the 90 cal endar
days, the enployee may request a transfer to another
appropriate position with a different supervising
adm ni strator; however, a transfer does not extend the period
for correcting performance deficiencies.

3. Wthin 14 days after the close of the 90 cal endar
days, the eval uator nust assess whether the performance
defi ci enci es have been corrected and forward a recomrendati on
to the superintendent. Wthin 14 days after receiving the
eval uator's reconmendati on, the superintendent nust notify the
enpl oyee in witing whether the performance deficiencies have
been satisfactorily corrected and whet her the superintendent
will reconmend that the school board continue or terninate his
or her enployment contract. |f the enployee w shes to contest
t he superintendent's recomendation, the enployee nust, within
15 days after receipt of the superintendent's reconmendation
submt a witten request for a hearing. Such hearing shall be
conducted at the school board's election in accordance with
one of the foll ow ng procedures:

9
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1 a. A direct hearing conducted by the school board

2| within 60 days after receipt of the witten appeal. The

3 | hearing shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions
4] of ss. 120.569 and 120.57. A npjority vote of the nenbership
5] of the school board shall be required to sustain the

6 | superintendent's reconmendati on. The deternination of the

7 | school board shall be final as to the sufficiency or

8 | insufficiency of the grounds for termination of enploynent; or
9 b. A hearing conducted by an administrative |aw judge
10 | assigned by the Division of Administrative Hearings of the

11 | Departnent of Managenent Services. The hearing shall be

12 | conducted within 60 days after receipt of the witten appea
13 ] in accordance with chapter 120. The recommendati on of the

14 | adninistrative | aw judge shall be nade to the school board. A
15| mpjority vote of the nenbership of the school board shall be
16 | required to sustain or change the administrative |aw judge's
17 | reconmendati on. The deternination of the school board shall be
18| final as to the sufficiency or insufficiency of the grounds
19| for term nation of enploynent.

20 (4) The superintendent shall notify the departnment of
21| any instructional personnel who receive two consecutive

22 | unsati sfactory eval uati ons and who have been given witten

23 | notice by the district that their enploynment is being

24 | termnated or is not being renewed or that the school board
25| intends to terninate, or not renew, their enploynent. The

26 | departnent shall conduct an investigation to deternine whether
27 | action shall be taken against the certificatehol der pursuant
28| to s. 231.28(1)(b).

29 (5) The superintendent shall devel op a nmechani sm for
30| evaluating the effective use of assessnent criteria and

31| eval uation procedures by administrators who are assi gned
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1| responsibility for evaluating the performance of instructiona
2 | personnel. The use of the assessnent and eval uation procedures
3| shall be considered as part of the annual assessnent of the

4| adninistrator's performance. The system nust include a

5| nmechanismto give parents and teachers an opportunity to

6| provide input into the adm nistrator's perfornmance assessnent,
7 | when appropriate.

8 (6) Nothing in this section shall be construed to

9| grant a probationary enployee a right to continued enpl oynent
10 | beyond the termof his or her contract.

11 (7) The district school board shall establish a

12 | procedure annually review ng instructional personne

13 | assessnent systens to deternine conpliance with this section
14 | AIl substantial revisions to an approved system nust be

15| revi ewed and approved by the school board before being used to
16 | assess instructional personnel. Upon request by a schoo

17 | district, the departnent shall provide assistance in

18 | devel oping, inproving, or review ng an assessnent system

19 (8) The State Board of Education shall adopt rules as
20 | necessary to administer this section

21 Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 240.116, Florida
22 | Statutes, is anended to read:

23 240.116 Articul ated accel eration. --

24 (1) It is the intent of the Legislature that a variety
25| of articul ated accel erati on mechani sns be avail able for

26 | secondary and postsecondary students attendi ng public

27 | educational institutions. It is intended that articul ated

28 | acceleration serve to shorten the tine necessary for a student
29 | to conplete the requirenents associated with the conference of
30 | a degree, broaden the scope of curricular options available to
31| students, or increase the depth of study available for a

11
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particul ar subject. Articulated accel erati on nechani sns shal
i nclude, but not be limted to, dual enrollnent, early
admi ssi on, advanced placenent, credit by exam nation, and the
I nternational Baccal aureate Program The State Board of

Education shall adopt rules for any dual -enrol |l nent prograns

i nvolving requirenents for high school graduation
Section 6. Subsection (1) of section 240.233, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240.233 Universities; adnm ssions of students.--Each
uni versity shall govern adm ssions of students, subject to
this section and rules of the Board of Regents.

(1) M ninmum academ ¢ standards for undergraduate
adm ssion to a university nust shaH- include the requirenments
t hat:

(a) Each student have received a high school diplom
pursuant to s. 232.246, or its equivalent, except as provided
ins. 240.116(2) and (3).

(b) Each student have earned two credits of sequenti al
foreign |l anguage at the secondary |evel or the equival ent of
such instruction at the postsecondary |level. A student whose
native language is not English is exenpt fromthis adm ssions
requi renment, provided that the student denobnstrates
proficiency in the native language. |If a standardized test is
not available in the student's native | anguage for the
denonstration of proficiency, the university nay provide an
alternative nmethod of assessnent. The State Board of

Education shall adopt rules for the articul ation of

forei gn-1anguage conpetency and equi val ency between secondary

and postsecondary institutions. A student who received an

associate in arts degree prior to Septenber 1, 1989, or who
enrolled in a program of studies | eading to an associ ate
12
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degree froma Florida conmunity college prior to August 1
1989, and nmi ntains continuous enrol |l nent shall be exenpt from
this adni ssions requirenent.
Section 7. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.

R I S R R Rk Ik b O I R Ik S kI R S

SENATE SUMVARY

Revi ses requirenents for qualifying to receive a
tenmporary teaching certificate, " Aufhorizes the State
Board of_ Education to adopt rul es defining a "standard
institution.” Authorizes the Comm ssioner of Education to
nmake_ deci si ons about granting certification to an
applicant I n extenuating circunstances not otherw se

rovided for in statute or by rule. Del etes provisions

or having noncertificated teachers in critical teacher
shortage areas. Allows the state board to_approve rul es

for thée expanded use of training in teaching students of
limted English Prof|C|ency t owar d renemnn? a
professional certificate. Authorizes the state board to
adopt rul es necessary for the adm nistration of s.

231.29, F.S., relating to personnel assessment. Allows
the state board to adopt rules for certain

dual -enrol | mrent prograns. Allows the state board to adopt
rules for the articilation of foreign-Ilanguage conpetency
andteguiyalency bet ween secondary and postsecCondary
institutions.
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