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ENROLLED
1998 Legislature CS for SB 2000, 1st Engrossed

An act relating to rul emaki ng authority for
matters pertaining to education (RAB); anending
s. 231.17, F.S.; authorizing the Conm ssioner
of Education to nmke decisions about granting
certification to an applicant in extenuating

ci rcunst ances not otherw se provided for in
statute or by rule; anmending s. 231.24, F.S.
allowing the state board to approve rules for

t he expanded use of training in teaching
students having linted proficiency in English
toward renewi ng a professional certificate;
anending s. 231.29, F.S., relating to
assessnent procedures and criteria for

personnel assessnent; authorizing the state
board to adopt necessary rules; anending s.
240.116, F.S.; allowing the state board to
adopt rules for certain dual-enroll nent
prograns; anending s. 240.233, F.S.; allow ng
the state board to adopt rules for the
articulation of foreign-language conpetency and
equi val ency between secondary and postsecondary
institutions; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (14) is added to section 231.17,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

231.17 Oficial statenents of eligibility and
certificates granted on application to those neeting
prescribed requirenents. --
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(14) AUTHORITY OF COW SSI ONER. - - The Conmi ssi oner of
Education is authorized to nmake deci sions regardi ng an

applicant's certification under extenuating circunstances not

ot herwi se provided for in statute or by rule. However, an

applicant for certification approved by the conm ssi oner nust

possess the credentials, know edge, and skills necessary to

provide quality education in the public schools.

Section 2. Paragraph (d) is added to subsection (3) of
section 231.24, Florida Statutes, to read

231.24 Process for renewal of professiona
certificates. --

(3) For the renewal of a professional certificate, the
followi ng requirenents nust be net:

(d) The state board shall approve rules for the

expanded use of training for renewal of the professiona

certificate for educators who are required to conplete

training in teaching students of limted English proficiency

as foll ows:
1. A teacher who holds a professional certificate may

use college credits or inservice points conpleted in

Engl i sh-f or- Speakers-of - her-Languages training i n excess of

6 senester hours during one certificate-validity period toward

renewal of the professional certificate during the subsequent

validity peri ods.

2. A teacher who holds a tenporary certificate may use

college credits or inservice points conpleted in

Engl i sh-f or - Speaker s- of - O her - Languages trai ning toward

renewal of the teacher's first professional certificate. Such

training nust not have been included within the degree

program and the teacher's tenporary and professi ona

certificates nmust be issued for consecutive school years.
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Section 3. Subsection (8) is added to section 231. 29,
Fl orida Statutes, to read

231.29 Assessnent procedures and criteria.--

(8) The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es

that establish uniformguidelines for the subni ssion, review,

and approval of district procedures for the annual assessnent

of instructional personnel and that include criteria for

eval uati ng professional performnce.

Section 4. Subsection (1) of section 240.116, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240.116 Articul ated accel eration. --

(1) It is the intent of the Legislature that a variety

of articulated accel erati on nmechani sns be avail able for
secondary and postsecondary students attendi ng public
educational institutions. It is intended that articul ated
accel eration serve to shorten the tine necessary for a student
to conplete the requirenents associated with the conference of
a degree, broaden the scope of curricular options available to
students, or increase the depth of study available for a
particul ar subject. Articulated accel erati on nechani sns shal

i nclude, but not be limted to, dual enrollnent, early

admi ssi on, advanced placenent, credit by exami nation, and the
I nternational Baccal aureate Program The State Board of

Education shall adopt rules for any dual -enrol |l nent prograns

i nvolving requirenents for high school graduation
Section 5. Subsection (1) of section 240.233, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

240.233 Universities; adnm ssions of students.--Each
uni versity shall govern adm ssions of students, subject to
this section and rules of the Board of Regents.
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(1) M ninmum academ ¢ standards for undergraduate
adm ssion to a university nust shaH- include the requirenments
t hat :

(a) Each student have received a high school diplom
pursuant to s. 232.246, or its equivalent, except as provided
ins. 240.116(2) and (3).

(b) Each student have earned two credits of sequenti al
foreign |l anguage at the secondary |evel or the equival ent of
such instruction at the postsecondary |level. A student whose
native language is not English is exenpt fromthis adm ssions
requi renment, provided that the student denobnstrates
proficiency in the native language. |If a standardized test is
not available in the student's native | anguage for the
denonstration of proficiency, the university nay provide an
alternative nmethod of assessnent. The State Board of

Education shall adopt rules for the articul ation of

forei gn-1anguage conpetency and equi val ency between secondary

and postsecondary institutions. A student who received an

associate in arts degree prior to Septenber 1, 1989, or who
enrolled in a program of studies | eading to an associate
degree froma Florida conmunity college prior to August 1
1989, and nmi ntains continuous enrol |l nent shall be exenpt from
this adni ssions requirenent.

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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