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Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2006
By Senators Cowin, Gutnman and Myers

11-712A- 98 See HB
A bill to be entitled
An act relating to | obbying; anending s.
11.062, F.S.; prohibiting the use of funds by
certain governnental entities for retaining a
| obbyi st; providing penalties; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 11.062, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

11. 062 Use of state funds for | obbying prohibited;
penal ty. - -

(2)(a) A departnent of the executive branch, a state
university, a conmmunity coll ege, e+ a water nanagenent
district, or an agency of the judicial branch may not use any

public funds to retain a | obbyist to represent it before the

| egi slative or executive branch. However, full-tinme enpl oyees
of a departnent of the executive branch, a state university, a
community coll ege, e+ a water nmanagenment district, or an
agency of the judicial branch may register as |obbyists and

represent that enployer before the |egislative or executive
branch. Except as a full-tinme enployee, a person nmay not
accept any public funds froma departnent of the executive
branch, a state university, a community coll ege, of a water
managenent district, or an agency of the judicial branch for

| obbyi ng.

(b) A departnent of the executive branch, a state
university, a conmunity coll ege, e+ a water nanagenent
district, or an agency of the judicial branch that viol ates

this subsection may be prohibited from |l obbying the
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| egi slative or executive branch for a period not exceeding 2
years.

(c) This subsection shall not be construed to prohibit
a departnment of the executive branch, a state university, a
community coll ege, e+ a water managenment district, or an
agency of the judicial branch fromretaining a | obbyist for

pur poses of representing the entity before the executive or

| egi slative branch of the Federal Governnent. Further, any
person so retained is not subject to the prohibitions of this
subsecti on.

(d) A person who accepts public funds as conpensati on
for lobbying in violation of this subsection nmay be prohibited
fromregistering to | obby before the |legislative or executive
branch for a period not exceeding 2 years.

(e) A person may file a witten conplaint with the
Conmi ssion on Ethics alleging a violation of this subsection
The commi ssion shall investigate and report its finding to the
Presi dent of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the Governor and Cabinet. Based upon the
report of the Conmission on Ethics or upon its own finding
that a violation of this subsection has occurred, a house of
the Legislature may discipline the violator according to its
rul es, and the CGovernor or the Governor and Cabi net, as
appl i cabl e, may prohibit the violator from |l obbying before the
executive branch for a period not exceeding 2 years after the
date of the formal determ nation of a violation. The
Conmi ssion on Ethics shall adopt rules necessary to conduct
i nvestigations under this paragraph.

Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 1999.
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LEG SLATI VE SUMVARY

Ext ends a Prohlbltlon on using funds to retain a | obbyi st
to judicial branch agenci es.

Prohibits use of funds to retain a | obbyist by executive

departnents, state universities, comunity coll eges,

wat er managenent districts, or judicial bfanch agenci es.
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