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Florida Senate - 1998 (NP) SM 2032

By Senator Latvala

19-1392- 98
Senate Menorial No.
A menorial to the President and the United
States Senate, urging that the Kyoto Protoco
be anended to ensure the equitable treatnent of
devel opi ng countries and devel oped countries
regardi ng greenhouse gas em ssions.

WHEREAS, the United States is a signatory to the 1992
Uni ted Nations Franmework Convention on dobal Cimte Change
and

WHEREAS, a proposed protocol to expand the scope of the
Framewor k Convention on d obal dimate Change was negoti ated
in Decenber 1997 in Kyoto, Japan, potentially requiring the
United States to reduce eni ssions of greenhouse gases by 7
percent from 1990 | evels during the period 2008 to 2012, with
potentially |arger em ssions reductions thereafter, and

WHEREAS, the Kyoto Protocol would require other najor
i ndustrial nations to reduce emi ssions from 1990 | evels by 6
percent to 8 percent during the period 2008 to 2012, with
potentially | arger em ssions reductions thereafter, and

WHEREAS, President WlliamJ. dinton pledged on
Cctober 22, 1997, that "the United States will not assune
bi ndi ng obligations in Kyoto unless key devel opi ng nations
nmeani ngfully participate in this effort", and

WHEREAS, on July 25, 1997, the United States Senate
adopt ed Senate Resolution No. 98 by a vote of 95-0, expressing
the sense of the Senate that "the United States should not be
a signatory to any protocol to, or other agreenent regarding
t he Franework Convention on Climate Change . . . which would
require the advice and consent of the Senate to ratification
and whi ch would nandate new commitnents to nitigate greenhouse
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gas em ssions for the Devel oped Country Parties, unless the
protocol or other agreenent al so nandates specific schedul ed
commtnments within the sane conpliance period to nitigate
gr eenhouse gas eni ssions for Devel oping Country Parties," and

WHEREAS, devel opi ng nations are exenpt from greenhouse
gas emi ssions lintation requirenents in the Franmework
Convention on dobal dinmate Change, and refused in the Kyoto
negoti ations to accept any new conmitnents for greenhouse gas
em ssions limtations through the Kyoto Protocol, and

WHEREAS, manmade emni ssions of greenhouse gases such as
carbon di oxide are caused primarily by the conbustion of oil
coal, and natural gas fuels by industries, autonobiles, hones,
and ot her uses of energy, and

VWHEREAS, the United States relies on carbon-based
fossil fuels for nore than 90 percent of its total energy
supply, and

WHEREAS, achieving the enissions reductions proposed by
the Kyoto Protocol would require a 38-percent reduction in
projected United States carbon em ssions during the period
2008 to 2012, and

WHEREAS, devel opi ng countries exenpt from em ssions
limtations under the Kyoto Protocol are expected to increase
their rates of fossil fuel use over the next 2 decades, and to
surpass the United States and other industrialized countries
in total enissions of greenhouse gases, and

WHEREAS, studies prepared by the U S. Governnent
estimate that legally binding requirenents for the reduction
of U.S. greenhouse gases bel ow 1990 eni ssions |evels would
result in the |loss of nore than 900,000 jobs in the United
States, sharply increased energy prices, reduced fanmly
i ncones and wages, and severe |osses of output in
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energy-intensive industries such as alum num steel, rubber
chemcals, and utilities, and

WHEREAS, the failure to provide for conmtnents by
devel oping countries in the Kyoto Protocol creates an unfair
conpetitive inbal ance between industrial and devel opi ng
nations, potentially leading to the transfer of jobs and
i ndustrial devel opnent fromthe United States to devel opi ng
countries, and

WHEREAS, i ncreased em ssions of greenhouse gases by
devel opi ng countries woul d of fset any environnental benefits
associ ated with em ssions reductions achieved by the United
States and by other industrial nations, NON THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

That the President of the United States not sign the
Kyoto Protocol nor subnmit it for ratification to the United
States Senate until the protocol is anended or otherw se
revi sed, consistent with United States Senate Resol uti on No.
98, to include specific scheduled comritnents for devel opi ng
countries to mtigate greenhouse gas emi ssions within the sane
conpliance period as required for devel oped countri es;

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that the United States Senate
reject any proposed protocol or other anendnent to the
Framewor k Convention on dobal dimate Change which is
inconsistent with this nenorial, or which does not conply
fully with the United States Senate Resol uti on No. 98.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nmenorial be
di spatched to the President of the United States, to the
President of the United States Senate, to the Speaker of the
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United States House of Representatives, and to each nenber of
the Florida delegation to the United States Congress.
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