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Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2060
By Senator CGutnman

34-1186-98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to Legal Immigrant's Tenporary
I ncone Bridge Program anending s. 10, ch
97-259, Laws of Florida; providing that unused
program funds for the current fiscal year may
be used for food stanps for legal inmigrants
who are in the naturalization and citizenship
process or in the process of seeking an
exenption thereto and who are children, persons
who have disabilities, or persons of a
speci fi ed age; specifying that such assistance
nmust be provided on the basis of denobnstrated
need; providing an appropriation; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 10 of chapter 97-259, Laws of
Fl orida, is anended to read:

Section 10. Notwi thstanding the proviso | anguage
following Specific Appropriation 1499A of the 1997-1998
General Appropriations Act, the funds provided in this

specific appropriation are provided to establish and i npl enent

a Legal Immgrant's Tenporary |Incone Bridge Program Except as
ot herwi se provided in subsection (3),the program shall be

admi ni stered by the Departnent of Children and Fanmily
Services. The programwi ||l provide tenporary incone assistance
to legal immgrants who will lose their benefits while they
are awaiting conpletion of the citizenship process:or the
granting of an exenption thereto. Al relevant state agencies
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are instructed to cooperate with the Departnent of Children
and Family Services to inplenent this program

(1) The program shall be designed to provide tenporary
i ncone assistance to legal immigrants, 65 years of age or
ol der, who were residents of the State of Florida prior to
February 1, 1997; who, after August 1, 1997, under the Federa
Personal Responsibility and Wrk Opportunity Reconciliation
Act of 1996, have becone ineligible for federal benefits,
specifically Suppl enental Security Incone (SSI) and/or food
stanp benefits; who will be screened to verify that there
exi sts no other sustainable neans of support or assistance to
nmake up for these |lost benefits; and who can denopnstrate that
they are engaged in the process of beconing United States
citizens or are seeking an exenption to doing so thereto. The
total anount of tenporary incone assistance provided to an
i ndi vidual shall not exceed the Supplenental Security |ncone
(SSI') and/or food stanp stanps benefits for which they have
becone ineligible. The departnent shall give priority to
dual ly eligible persons, disabled persons, and persons who as
a direct result of losing their federal benefits nmay |ose
their housing, including long-termcare facilities.

(2) The Departnent of Children and Family Services
total administrative charges for this program shall not exceed
1 percent of the funds provided. Total adm nistrative charges
for contracted service providers for this programshall not
exceed 3 percent of the funds provided in each service
contract.

(3) Notwithstandi ng any other provision of this

section to the contrary,if the United States Congress acts to

extend the inplenentation date of portions of the Federa
Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation
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Act of 1996 which apply to noncitizens in order to allow
states to prepare for said Act, or appropriates funds to

provi de tenporary assi stance that woul d ot herwi se be provided

by the state under this act, then ne funds provided in this

specific appropriation may w be expended to provide food
stanps for legal inmmigrants who are in the naturalization and

citizenship process, or in the process of seeking an exenption

thereto, and who are children, persons who have disabilities,

or persons who are 65 years of age or older. The total anpunt

of assistance provided to an individual under this subsection

shal |l be determ ned by the departnent on the basis of

denonstrat ed need.

Section 2. An anobunt equal to the anmpbunt of funds

unexpended in fiscal year 1997-1998 from Specific

Appropri ations 1499A and 1499B is appropriated fromthe

Ceneral Revenue Fund to the Departnent of Children and Fanily

Services for fiscal year 1998-1999 for the purposes of

i npl erenting section 1 of this act.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Rel ates to the Legal Immigrant's Tenporary |nconme Bridge
Program _Provi des that untsed program funds for fiscal

year 1997-1998 may be used for food stanps for_ |egal .
imngrants who are in the naturalization and citizenship
rocess, or in the process of seeking an exenption
heret o, and who are children, persons who have

disabilities, or persons who are 65 years of age or

ol der. Specities that such assistance nust be provided on

the basis of denpnstrated need. Provides an

appropri ation.
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