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Florida Senate - 1998 CS for SB 2080

By the Committee on Banking and | nsurance; and Senat or
Sul l'ivan

311-2183-98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to health care; anending s.
641. 315, F.S.; revising the notice requirenents
for ternmination of contracts between health
nMai nt enance organi zati ons and provi ders;
anending s. 641.51, F.S.; requiring health
nmai nt enance organi zations to provide a
subscri ber with continued access to a treating
physician terminated by the organizati on;
providing linmtations; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (6) and (7) of section 641. 315,
Fl orida Statutes, are anended to read

641. 315 Provider contracts.--

(6)(a) For all provider contracts executed after
Cctober 1, 1998 1991 —antd—wthin—186—days—after—COctober—1-
1991 —For—eoentracts—+n—existence—as—of—Setober—1—399%

1. The contracts nust provide that the provider shal
provi de 90 66 days' advance witten notice to the health
nmai nt enance organi zati on and t he departnent before canceling
the contract with the health mai ntenance organi zati on for any
reason; and

2. The contract nust also provide that nonpaynent for
goods or services rendered by the provider to the health
mai nt enance organi zati on shall not be a valid reason for
avoi di ng the 90-day 66-day advance notice of cancell ati on.

(b) For all provider contracts executed after Cctober

1, 1998, 1996, —ant—wi-thin—180—days—after—Cectober—1—1996—For
1
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eentracts—thr—existence—as—of—Cetober—1,—31996t he contracts
nmust provide that the health nmintenance organi zation wll
provi de 90 66 days' advance witten notice to the provider and
t he departnment before canceling, w thout cause, the contract
with the provider, except in a case in which a patient's
health is subject to i mmnent danger or a physician's ability
to practice nedicine is effectively inpaired by an action by
t he Board of Medicine or other governnental agency.

(7) Upon recei pt by the health mai ntenance
organi zation of a 90-day 66-day cancellation notice, the
heal t h mai ntenance organi zation may, if requested by the
provider, termnate the contract in less than 90 66 days if
t he heal th nmai nt enance organi zation is not financially
i mpai red or insolvent.

Section 2. Subsection (7) of section 641.51, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

641.51 Quality assurance program second nedica
opi ni on requirenent. --
(7) \When an organi zation terninates a contract with a

treating physician licensed under chapter 458, chapter 459,

chapter 460, or chapter 461, for any reason other than for

cause, the Each organization shall allow subscribers for whom
the terninated physician was a treating physician to continue
care for—66—days with the a term nated treating physician

t hrough conpletion of treatnment of a condition for which the

subscri ber was receiving care at the tine of the ternination

until the subscriber selects another treating physician, or

until the next open enrollnent period offered by the

organi zati on, whichever occurs first, but no |longer than 1

year after termnation of the physician contract, previder

when nedically necessary, provided the subscriber has a
2
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life-threatening condition or a disabling and degenerative
condition. Each organization shall allow a subscriber who is
inthe third trinester of pregnancy to continue care with a

ternm nated treating physician previder until conpletion of
postpartum care. For care continued under this subsection,the

organi zation and the physici an previder shall continue to be
bound by the terns of the term nated contract for such
continued care. This subsection shall not apply to treating
physi ci ans previders who have been term nated by the
organi zation for cause.

Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 1998.
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life-threatening or disabling and degenerative conditions
are under the treatnent of a physician who is term nated
_HMO, applicable to contracts b% HMOs with a treating
ician |1 censed under chapter 458 (ph s|C|ansz, chapt er 459
eopat hi ¢ physicians), chapter 460 Pc I C
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ytermnating a health care PFOVIder contract "wi thout a
ring, if requested by a health care provider

Deletes the bill's ﬂrOVISIonS declaring it to be an unfair or
deceptive act if a HMO takes any adverSe action against a
provider for communicating information to the provider's
patient regardi ng nedical “care or treatnent options.
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