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Florida Senate - 1998 (NP) SR 2130
By Senator Mers

27-1646- 98
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution recogni zi ng RESPECT of Florida for
promoting the enpl oynent of persons with
di sabilities.

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State of Florida to
encourage and assi st persons with severe disabilities to
achi eve maxi nrum personal independence through useful
productive, and gainful enploynment, enhancing their dignity
and nminimzing their dependence on public support, and

WHEREAS, nore than 65 percent of persons with severe
disabilities in the State of Florida are unenpl oyed, and

WHEREAS, RESPECT of Florida has provi ded thousands of
jobs for persons with severe disabilities for over 20 years,
and

VWHEREAS, RESPECT of Florida creates industries that
contribute to the econonies of |ocal conmunities in the State
of Florida, and

WHEREAS, RESPECT of Florida is nationally recognized as
a nodel program for providing enploynent for persons with
severe disabilities, and

WHEREAS, RESPECT of Florida reduces the dependence of
persons with severe disabilities on governnent support in a
cost-effective manner, saving Florida taxpayers approxi mately
$1 million a year, NOWN THEREFORE

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That this legislative body recogni zes RESPECT of
Florida as a necessary, viable, and val uabl e nmeans of carrying
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out the state's policy of pronoting gainful enploynent for
Floridians with severe disabilities.
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