Florida Senate - 1998 CS for SB 2158
By the Cormittee on Judiciary and Senator Dudl ey

308-2236-98
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the judiciary; anending s.
3 26.031, F.S.; increasing the nunber of judges
4 for specified judicial circuits; anending s.
5 34.022, F.S.; increasing the nunber of judges
6 for specified county courts; providing for the
7 filling of vacancies occurring as a result of
8 the creation of judicial offices; anending s.
9 318.37, F.S.; providing funds to establish the
10 Civil Traffic Infraction Hearing O ficer
11 Program providing for nethod of paynent;
12 providing for funds for the judicial branch to
13 contract for the devel opnent of a specified
14 type systemto use in determng the need for
15 addi tional judges; giving the Ofice of Program
16 Pol i cy Anal ysis and Governnent Accountability
17 certain responsibilities with regard to the
18 devel opnent of a systemto determ ne the need
19 for additional judges; providing effective
20 dat es.
21
22| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
23
24 Section 1. Section 26.031, Florida Statutes, as
25 | anended by section 1 of chapter 97-257, Laws of Florida, is
26 | anended to read:
27 26.031 Judicial circuits; nunber of judges.--The
28 | nunber of circuit judges in each circuit shall be as follows:
29
30| JUDICIAL CCRCU T TOTAL
31 (1) FirsSt.. . 19
1
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1 (2) Second. .......... .. 12
2 (3) Third. ... ... 65
3 (4) Fourth. . ... .. . . e 30 29
4 (5) Fifth ... . 20
5 (6) SixXth. ... . 39 37
6 (7) Seventh........ ... .. .. e 21
7 (8) Eighth. ... ... .. . . . e 10
8 (9) Ninth. ... .. . 34 33
9 (10) Tenth. .. ... . 19

10 (11) Eleventh. . ... ... . . . 70
11 (12) Twelfth. .. 18 7
12 (13) Thirteenth. .. ... ... .. . . .. 34 33
13 (14) Fourteenth........ .. . . .. 9
14 (15) Fifteenth. ... .. ... . . . . . 31
15 (16) Sixteenth.......... .. .. i 4
16 (17) Seventeenth.......... ... ... .. .. . . i, 48 46
17 (18) Eighteenth.......... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 22 2%
18 (19) Nneteenth.......... ... . . .. . ... 14 13
19 (20) Twentieth........ ... .. . . . .. 21 26

20 Section 2. Section 34.022, Florida Statutes, as

21 | anended by section 2 of chapter 97-257, Laws of Florida, is

22 | anended to read:

23 34.022 Nunber of county court judges for each

24 | county. --The nunber of county court judges in each county

25| shall be as foll ows:

26

27 | COUNTY TOTAL

28 (1) Alachua........... . . e e 5

29 (2) Baker.......... .. e e 1

30 (3)  Bay. ... e 3

31 (4) Bradford......... .. .. .. . e 1
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1 (B) Brevard............ .. e e 7
2 (6) Broward............ ... e e 26 25
3 (7) Calhoun......... . .. .. e 1
4 (8) Charlotte....... ... e 2
5 (9) GtruUS. .. e e 1
6 (10)  Qay. .o e 2
7 (11) Collier.. ... .. e e 3
8 (12) Colunbia........ ... .. e 1
9 (13) Dade. . ...t 41
10 (14) DeSOt 0. . v ittt 1
11 (15) DiXi .o e e e e 1
12 (16) Duval........ . 14 13
13 (17) Escanbia.......... ... . ... e 5
14 (18) Flagler. ... ... e e e 1
15 (19) Franklin.. ... ... .. . e 1
16 (20) Gadsden. .......... .. e 1
17 (21) Glchrist.. .. .. . 1
18 (22) QA ades. . ... e e 1
19 (23) QI . 1
20 (24) Hamilton. . ... ... .. 1
21 (25) Hardee....... ... . e 1
22 (26) Hendry. .. ... .. e e 1
23 (27) Hernando. ........... .. .. e e 1
24 (28) Highlands........ ... .. . . . .. 1
25 (29) Hillsborough........ ... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... 14 13
26 (30) HolmBes. ... 1
27 (31) Indian R Ver........ ... 2
28 (32) JacKkson. . ....... ... e e 1
29 (33) Jdefferson........... .. e 1
30 (34) Lafayette......... . e e 1
31 (35) Lake. . ... 2
3
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L. e e 6
LEeON. . . e e 5 4
VY. e 1
Liberty. . ... 1
Madi SON. . ... 1
Manat ee. . .. .. 3
MBE ON. .. 3
172 T T o 2
MONE 0. . . 4
NaSSaAU. . ..t 1
CKkal 00Sa. . ... 2
Ckeechobee. . .. ... 1
Orange. . ..o e 14
Gsceol a. . ... e 3
Pal mBeach. ........ ... ... . . . . . 17
PasSCO. . .. 3
Pinellas........ ... i 13
Pol K. ... 76
Putnam . ... . . 1
St. Johns. ... .. . e 2
St. LUCI €. . 3
Santa Rosa. ......... .. .. . . . e 2
Sarasota. . ... e 4
Seminol e. ... 5
SUNML BF . . e e 1
SUWANNEE. . . . e e e e 1
Tayl Or . .. 1
Uni ON. .. e e 1
Vol USi a. ..o 9
Vakul la. ... 1
VALt ON. ... 1
4
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1 (67) Mashington............ .. ... 1
2 Section 3. The judges filling new offices created by
3| this act shall be appointed and shall take office April 1,

41 1999.

5 Section 4. Section 318.32, Florida Statutes, is

6 | anended to read:

7 318.32 Jurisdiction; limtations.--

8 (1) Hearing officers shall be enpowered to accept

9| pleas fromand decide the guilt or innocence of any person
10| adult or juvenile, charged with any civil traffic infraction
11| and shall be enpowered to adjudicate or w thhold adjudication
12 | of guilt in the sanme nmanner as a county court judge under the
13 | statutes, rules, and procedures presently existing or as

14 | subsequently anended, except that hearing officers shall not:
15 (a) Have the power to hold a defendant in contenpt of
16 | court, but shall be pernmitted to file a notion for order of
17 | contenpt with the appropriate state trial court judge;

18 (b) Hear a case involving an accident resulting in
19 | injury—ot death; or

20 (c) Hear a crinmnal traffic offense case or a case
21| involving a civil traffic infraction issued in conjunction
22 | with a crimnal traffic offense

23 (2) This section does not prohibit a county court

24 | judge from exercising concurrent jurisdiction with a civil

25| traffic hearing officer

26 (3) Upon the request of the defendant contained in a
27 | Notice of Appearance or a witten plea, the case shall be

28 | assigned to a county court judge regularly assigned to hear
29 | traffic matters.

30 Section 5. Section 318.37, Florida Statutes, is

31 | anended to read
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318.37 Funding.--1n any county electing to establish a
Civil Traffic Infraction Hearing Oficer Program under ss.

318. 30-318.38 the court shall develop a plan for its

i mpl erentation and shall submit the plan to the Ofice of the
State Courts Administrator. The state shall provide annua

funds on a 50/50 matching basis to establish the Gvil Traffic

Infraction Hearing Oficer Programin any county having three

or nore county judges. The nmaxi nrum annual matching grant for

any county participating in the programshall be deternined by

di vidi ng the nunmber of county judges in the county by five and

nmultiplying the result by $25, 000. Funds for the program are

to be used for hearing officer salaries, which nmay not exceed
$50 per hour, and other necessary expenses such as hearing
officer training, office rental, furniture, and admi nistrative
staff salaries. The state matching funds shall be paid to the

county as a grant-in-aid in accordance with policies necessary

to inplenment this section established by the Ofice of the

State Courts Administrator. Any county electing to establish

such a program shall provide such other the funds as are
necessary to operate the program

Section 6. A total of $725,000 in recurring funds and
one full-tinme-equivalent position is appropriated in | unp sum

in the adm ni stered funds budget of the judicial branch to

i npl erent the provisions of section 4 of this act.

Section 7. Atotal of $75,000 in recurring funds is

appropriated in lunp sumin the adm ni stered funds budget of

the judicial branch to contract for the devel opnent of a

Del phi - based case | oad wei ghting systemto deternine the

opti mum case |loads for circuit and county judges and, in

conjunction with other factors, to determne the need for

additional circuit and county court judges. The judici al
6
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1| branch shall consult with the Ofice of Program Policy

2 | Anal ysis and Governnent Accountability on defining the scope

3] of work, selecting a consultant, and choosi ng a net hodol ogy

4 | for devel opi ng case wei ghts and determ ni ng avail abl e j udge

5|tine. The Ofice of Program Policy Analysis and Gover nnent

6 | Accountability shall issue a report not |ater than February 1,

71 1999 on the devel opnent of case weights and their use in the

8|judicial certification process.

9 Section 8. This act shall take effect on January 15,
10| 1999, except that this section and sections 4, 5, 6, and 7 of
11| this act shall take effect upon beconing a | aw.

12
13 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
14 Senate Bill 2158
15
16 | The conmittee substitute nakes the foll owi ng provisions:
17 | - The effective date of the new judgeships is April 1,
1999, which will create the judicial vacancies in
18 m d-term_ accordi ngly, ﬂursuant to Article V, section 11
19 Florida Constitution, the new judges woul d be appoi nt ed.
- The bill anmends s. 318.37, F.S., to provide state .
20 mat chi ng funds to counties establishing civil traffic
hearing of ficer prograns and establishés limts on
21 conpenSation for traffic hearing officers
22| - The bill also provides for a study to devel op a wei ghted
93 casel oad systemto neasure judicial workloads.
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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