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Fl ori da Senate - 1998 SB 220

By Senat or Fornman

32- 106A- 98

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to unenpl oynent conpensation
anmending s. 443.036, F.S.; providing an
alternative base period to be used in
cal culating benefits in specified
ci rcunstances; providing, in certain
ci rcunstances involving a recal cul ati on of
benefits, for treatnent of the excess benefits
that were previously received; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (5) of section 443.036, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:
443.036 Definitions.--As used in this chapter, unless
the context clearly requires otherw se:
(5) BASE PERI OD. - -
(a) "Base period" nmeans the first four of the |ast
five conpleted cal endar quarters inmedi ately preceding the
first day of an individual's benefit year
(b) Wth respect to a benefit year commencing after

June 30, 1998, if an individual is not nonetarily eligible in

his or her base period to qualify for benefits, the division

nmust designate his or her base period to be the alternative

base period. As used in this paragraph, the term"alternative

base period" neans the | ast four conpleted cal endar quarters

i mmedi ately preceding the individual's benefit year. \Wages

used in a base period to establish a nonetarily eligible

benefit year cannot be applied to establish nonetary

eligibility in any succeedi ng benefit year. |f information
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regardi ng wages for the cal endar quarter or quarters

i mmedi ately preceding the benefit year is not available to the

division fromthe regular quarterly reports of wage

information and the division is not able to obtain the

i nformati on through other nmeans pursuant to state or federa

| aw, the division may base the determination of nonetary

eligibility for benefits on information that is provided by

the individual, on affidavit. Enployers shall have 10 days in

which to respond to wage requests fromthe division. A

determ nation of benefits based on an alternative base period

nmay, upon reconsideration by the division be adjusted when the

quarterly report of wage information is received fromthe

enpl oyer, to reflect any change in the determnation which is

caused by the information. |If a revision based on infornmation

that the division receives fromthe enployer results in a

showi ng that the anobunt of benefits paid was greater than the

amount of benefits due, the excess benefits that were received

before that revision do not constitute an overpaynment of

benefits unless the clai mant know ngly m srepresented

i nformati on requested by the division. Any excess benefits

received by an individual will not be charged to the

enpl oyer's account.
Section 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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2 SENATE SUMVARY
3 Provi des an alternative base period to be used in
cal cul ati ng unenpl oynent benefits in circunstances in
4 whi ch the i'ndividual did not have sufficient qualifying
wages during one or two of the previous cal endar quarteéers
5 normal Iy uséd to cal cul ate benefits, Provides that, when
a subsequent recal cul ation of benefits shows that a
6 reater anount was paid than was due, the excess anount
oes_not constitute an overPaynent, unl ess the clai mant
7 knowi ngly m srepresented information requested by the
Di vi si on” of UnenPonnent Conpensation of the Departnent
8 of Labor and Enpl oynment Security. Al so provides that such
excess benefits will not be charged to the enployer's
9 account.
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