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1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; anending s.

3 231.02, F.S., relating to qualifications of

4 di strict school system personnel; deleting

5 certain provisions relating to background

6 check; amending s. 231.096, F.S.; revising

7 provisions relating to teaching out-of-field;

8 anending s. 231.15, F.S.; providing State Board
9 of Education duties relating to teacher

10 certification; anmending s. 231.17, F.S.

11 revising provisions relating to qualification
12 for a tenporary certificate; anending s.

13 231.1725, F.S.; deleting provisions relating to
14 enpl oynent of noncertificated teachers in

15 critical teacher shortage areas; anending s.

16 231.261, F.S.; providing rulenmaking authority
17 of the Education Practices Conm ssion; anendi ng
18 s. 231.263, F.S.; clarifying provisions

19 relating to the recovery network program for
20 educators; anending s. 231.47, F.S.; conformng
21 a cross-reference; anending s. 231.546, F.S.
22 relating to the Education Standards Conm ssion
23 deleting duties relating to teacher education
24 centers; anmending s. 231.600, F.S.; revising
25 requi renments of the school district
26 prof essi onal devel opnent system creating s.
27 231.6002, F.S.; requiring school districts to
28 devel op professional devel opnent pl ans;
29 providing for stipends and funding; providing
30 for rules; anending s. 231.601, F.S.; deleting
31 provisions relating to teacher education center
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1 pur poses; anending s. 231.625, F.S.; deleting
2 provisions relating to a teacher referral and
3 recruitnment center; requiring establishnent of
4 a teacher recruitment and retention services

5 of fice; anending s. 231.6255, F.S.; revising

6 provisions relating to the Christa MAuliffe

7 Anbassador for Education Program creating s.
8 231.63, F.S.; creating the Florida Educator

9 Hal | of Fane; providing for nominations,

10 recommendat i ons, and sel ecti on of nenbers;

11 anending s. 20.15, F.S.; creating additiona

12 di vi sions of the Departnent of Education

13 anending s. 231.262, F.S.; providing a

14 show cause process for violations of probation
15 i nposed by the Education Practices Conmi ssion
16 anending s. 231.28, F.S.; providing a

17 show cause process for violation of an order of
18 t he Education Practices Conmi ssion; providing
19 authority for additional penalties; anending s.
20 236.081, F.S.; providing for a suppl enental
21 cappi ng cal culation for those districts whose
22 wei ghted FTE enrollnent is over the wei ghted
23 FTE ceiling established in the annua
24 appropriations act; providing a procedure for
25 such cal culation; repealing s. 236.081(8),
26 F.S., which provides for a caps adj ustnent
27 suppl enent for group 2 prograns when there are
28 funds remaining in the Florida Education
29 Fi nance Program appropriation; anending s
30 236.25, F.S.; conforning a cross-reference;
31 anmending s. 229.57, F.S.; authorizing the

2
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Conmi ssi oner of Education to establish criteria
for exenpting a student fromtaking certain
parts of the high school conpetency test;
repealing s. 231.613, F.S., relating to
inservice training institutes; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 231.02, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

231.02 Qualifications of personnel.--

(2) &) Instructional and noninstructional personne
who are hired to fill positions requiring direct contact with
students in any district school systemor |aboratory schoo
shal |, upon enploynent, file a conplete set of fingerprints
taken by an authorized | aw enforcenent officer or an enpl oyee
of the school or district who is trained to take fingerprints.
These fingerprints shall be submitted to the Departnent of Law

Enforcenent for state processing and to the Federal Bureau of
I nvestigation for federal processing. Scheot—distriets—whith

check—reguired—by—this—stubseet+on—Such new enpl oyees shall be

on probationary status pending fingerprint processing and

determ nati on of conpliance with standards of good nora

character. Enployees found through fingerprint processing to

have been convicted of a crinme involving noral turpitude shal

not be enployed in any position requiring direct contact with

students. Probationary enpl oyees term nated because of their
3
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crimnal record shall have the right to appeal such deci sions.
The cost of the fingerprint processing nay be borne by the

school board or the enpl oyee.
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1 (b) te) Personnel who have been fingerprinted or

2 | screened pursuant to this subsection and who have not been

3 | unenpl oyed for nore than 90 days shall not be required to be

4 | refingerprinted or rescreened in order to conply with the

5] requirenments of this subsection

6 Section 2. Section 231.096, Florida Statutes, is

7 | anended to read:

8 231.096 Teacher teaching out-of-field;

9 | assi stance. --Each school district shall have a plan to assi st
10 | any teacher teaching out-of-field, and priority consideration
11 ] in professional devel opnent activities shall be given to
12 | teachers who are teaching out-of-field iA—sumrer—inservice
13 | iastitutes.  A-distret—rmay—inetude—+n—its—annual—surer
14 | inserviee—inAstituteptan—a section—that—provides—{or
15 | institdutes—in—instructi-onal—areas—identif+ed—as—distriet
16 | erittieal—teacher—shortage—areas—and—approvetd—by—theDbepartrent
17 | of—Edueation—

18 Section 3. Section 231.15, Florida Statutes, is

19 | anended to read:

20 231.15 Positions for which certificates required.--
21 (1) The State Board of Education shall have authority
22| to classify school services, designate the certification

23 | subj ect areas, establish conpetencies and certification

24 | requirenents for all school -based personnel,and to prescribe
25| rules in accordance with which the professional, tenporary,
26 | and part-tinme certificates shall be issued by the Departnent
27 | of Education to applicants schoot—enmptoyees who neet the

28 | standards prescribed by such rules for their class of service.
29 | Each person enpl oyed or occupying a position as schoo

30 | supervisor, principal, teacher, library nedia specialist,

31| school counselor, athletic coach, or other position in which

5
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the enpl oyee serves in an instructional capacity, in any
public school of any district of this state shall hold the
certificate required by law and by rules of the state board in
fulfilling the requirenents of the law for the type of service
rendered. However, the state board shall adopt rules

aut hori zi ng school boards to enploy sel ected noncertificated
personnel to provide instructional services in the

i ndividuals' fields of specialty or to assist instructiona
staff nmenbers as teacher aides. Each person who is enpl oyed
and renders service as an athletic coach in any public schoo
in any district of this state shall hold a valid part-tine,
tenmporary, or professional certificate. Each person enpl oyed
as a school nurse shall hold a license to practice nursing in
the state, and each person enpl oyed as a school physician
shall hold a license to practice nedicine in the state. The
provi sions of this subsection shall not apply to any athletic
coach who renders service in a voluntary capacity and who is
not enpl oyed by any public school of any district in this
state.

(2) A commissioned or noncommissioned mlitary officer
who is an instructor of junior reserve officer training shal
be exenpt fromrequirenents for teacher certification, except
for the filing of fingerprints pursuant to s. 231.02 23131712,
if he or she neets the follow ng qualifications:

(a) Is retired fromactive mlitary duty with at | east
20 years of service and draws retirement pay or is retired, or
transferred to retired reserve status, with at | east 20 years
of active service and draws retirenent pay or retainer pay.

(b) Satisfies criteria established by the appropriate
mlitary service for certification by the service as a junior
reserve officer training instructor
6
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1 (c) Has an exenplary mlitary record.
2
3| If such instructor is assigned instructional duties other than
4] junior reserve officer training, he or she shall hold the
5| certificate required by law and rules of the state board for
6 | the type of service rendered.
7 Section 4. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
8| 231.17, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:
9 231.17 Oficial statenents of eligibility and
10 | certificates granted on application to those neeting
11 | prescribed requirenents. --
12 (3) TEMPORARY CERTI FI CATE. - -
13 (c) To qualify for a tenporary certificate, the
14 | applicant nust:
15 1. File awitten statenment under oath that the
16 | applicant subscribes to and will uphold the principles
17 | incorporated in the Constitutions of the United States and of
18 | the State of Florida.
19 2. Be at least 18 years of age.
20 3. Docunent receipt of a bachelor's or higher degree
21| froman accredited institution of higher |earning, as defined
22 | by state board rule. Credits and degrees awarded by a newy
23| created Florida state institution that is part of the State
24 | University Systemshall be considered as granted by an
25| accredited institution of higher learning during the first 2
26 | years of course offerings while accreditation is gained.
27 | Degrees fromforeign institutions, or degrees from ot her
28 | institutions of higher learning that are in the accreditation
29 | process, may be validated by a process established in state
30| board rule. Once accreditation is gained, the institution
31| shall be considered as accredited beginning with the 2-year

.
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period prior to the date of accreditation. The bachelor's or

hi gher degree may not be required in areas approved in rule by
the State Board of Education as nondegreed areas. Each
appl i cant seeking initial certification nust have attai ned at

| east a 2.5 overall grade point average on a 4.0 scale in the
applicant's major field of study. The applicant may docunent
the required education by submitting official transcripts from
institutions of higher education or by authorizing the direct
subm ssion of such official transcripts through established

el ectroni ¢ network systens.

4.5~ Be conpetent and capabl e of performng the

duties, functions, and responsibilities of a teacher
5.6 Be of good noral character

Rul es adopted pursuant to this section shall provide for the
review and acceptance of credentials fromforeign institutions
of hi gher I earning.

Section 5. Section 231.1725, Florida Statutes, is
anended to read:

231.1725 Enploynent of substitute teachers, teachers
of adult education, and nondegreed teachers of career
education; students performng clinical field experience;—and

e I I . i eal I I .

(1) Notwithstandi ng the provisions of ss. 231.02,
231.15, and 231.17, ane—23131#2 or any other provision of |aw

8

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNMNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R R R
P O © 0 N O U0~ WNIERPLO O ®~NOOUuDWNPRER O

r

56? ga Senate - 1998 CS for CS for SB 2258

5 40-98
or rule to the contrary, each school board shall establish the
m ni mal qualifications for:

(a) Substitute teachers to be enployed pursuant to s.
231.47. The qualifications shall require the filing of a
conpl ete set of fingerprints in the same nanner as required by
s. 231.02.

(b) Part-tine and full-tinme teachers in adult
education prograns. The qualifications shall require the
filing of a conplete set of fingerprints in the same nanner as
required by s. 231.02. Faculty enployed solely to conduct
post secondary instruction my be exenpted fromthis
requirenent.

(c) Part-tine and full-tinme nondegreed teachers of
vocational prograns. Qualifications shall be established for
agriculture, business, health occupations, fanily and consumner
sci ences, industrial, narketing, and public service education
teachers, based primarily on successful occupationa
experience rather than academ c training. The qualifications
for such teachers shall require

1. The filing of a conplete set of fingerprints in the
sanme manner as required by s. 231.02. Faculty enployed solely
t o conduct postsecondary instruction nmay be exenpted fromthis
requirenent.

2. Docunentation of education and successfu
occupati onal experience including docurmentation of:

a. A high school diploma or the equivalent.

b. Conpletion of 6 years of full-tine successfu
occupati onal experience or the equivalent of part-tine
experience in the teaching specialization area. Alternate
neans of determ ni ng successful occupational experience nay be
establ i shed by the school board.

9

CODING:WOrds st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




r

56? ga Senate - 1998 CS for CS for SB 2258

5 40-98
c. Conmpletion of career education training conducted
t hrough the local school district inservice nmaster plan
d. For full-tinme teachers, conpletion of professiona

education training in teaching nethods, course construction
| esson planni ng and eval uati on, and teachi ng speci al needs
students. This training nay be conpl eted through coursework
froma standard institution or an approved district teacher
educati on program

© 00 N o O W DN PP

e. Denopnstration of successful teaching perfornance.

;

21 (2) Substitute, adult education, and nondegreed career
22 | education teachers andnencertificatedteachers—in—ecriticat
23 | teacher—shortage—areas who are enpl oyed pursuant to this

24 | section shall have the sane rights and protection of |aws as
25| certified teachers.

26 Section 6. Paragraph (d) of subsection (7) of section
27 | 231.261, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

28 231. 261 Education Practices Conm ssi on

29 | organi zation. --

30 (7) The duties and responsibilities of the conmm ssion
31| are to:

10
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1 (d) Have rul emaki ng authority pursuant to chapter 120

2| to establish procedures for operations and adninistration,

3| disciplinary proceedi ngs, indexing, inplenentation of orders,

4] and retention of records, and to establish disciplinary

5| gui del i nes.

6 Section 7. Subsections (9) and (12) of section

7| 231.263, Florida Statutes, are anended to read:

8 231. 263 Recovery network program for educators.--

9 (9) An approved treatnent provider nust disclose to
10| the recovery network programall information in its possession
11 | which relates to a person's inpairnent and participation in
12 | the treatnent program |nfornation obtained under this
13 | subsection is confidential and exenpt froms. 119.07(1) and s.
14| 24(a), Art. | of the State Constitution. This exenption is
15| necessary to pronote the rehabilitation of inpaired educators
16 | teachers and to protect the privacy of treatnent program
17 | participants. The failure to provide such infornmation to the
18 | programis grounds for wthdrawal of approval of a treatnent
19 | provider. Medical records provided to the program nay not be
20 | disclosed to any ot her person, except as authorized by |aw.
21 (12) The State Board of Education shall include in the
22 | fees established pursuant to s. 231.30 s—23%+-15(3)an anount
23 | sufficient to inplenment the provisions of this section. The
24 | state board shall by rule establish procedures and additiona
25| standards for:

26 (a) Approving treatnent providers, including

27 | appropriate qualifications and experience, anount of

28 | reasonabl e fees and charges, and quality and effectiveness of
29 | treatnent prograns provided.

30 (b) Admitting eligible persons to the program

31
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(c) Evaluating inpaired persons by the recovery
net wor k program

Section 8. Section 231.47, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

231.47 Substitute teachers.--Each school board shal
adopt rul es prescribing the conpensation of, and the procedure
for enploynent of, substitute teachers. Such procedure for
enpl oynent shall include, but not be linmted to, the filing of
a conplete set of fingerprints as required in s. 231.02
2311712,

Section 9. Subsection (1) of section 231.546, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

231.546 Education Standards Conmi ssion; powers and
duties. --

(1) The Education Standards Conmi ssion shall have the
duty to:

(a) Recommend to the state board desirabl e standards
relating to prograns and policies for the devel opnent,
certification and certification extension, inmprovenent, and
mai nt enance of conpetenci es of educational personnel
i ncl udi ng teacher interns.

(b) Recommend to the state board standards for
approval of preservice teacher education prograns.

(c) Plan and conduct an annual review of hunan
resources studi es regardi ng teaching personnel and report the
findings to the state board.

(d) Recommend to the state board objective
i ndependently verifiable standards of neasurenent and
eval uation of teaching conpetence.

(e) Recommend to the state board alternative ways to
denonstrate qualifications for certification which assure
12
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1| fairness and flexibility while protecting agai nst

2 | i nconpet ence.

3 tH—Recomrend—to—the—stateboardthernost—Feastbte
4 | tecattons—for—teacher—education—ecenters—fromproposats

5 | submttet—by—sechoot—distriets—and—uni-verstties—

6 tg—Recomrend—to—the—stateboard—gui-deHnes—for—the
7 | expenditure—of—funds—for—teacher—education—ecenters—and

8 | approval—of—teacher—education—center—prograts—

9 (f)th)y Reconmmend critical state priorities for

10 | preservice and inservice teacher training such as

11 | understandi ng di verse student popul ations, working in a

12 | changi ng wor kpl ace, and under st andi ng subject nmatter and
13 | instruction. The comm ssion shall recomrend standards for
14 | measuring evidence of training in these priorities for

15| conti nui ng program approval for preservice teacher education
16 | initial teacher certification and certificate renewal, and
17 | staff devel opnent activities.

18 (9g) ) Evaluate the progress of school conmmunity

19 | professional devel opnent systens as provided in s. 231.600.
20 (h) ) Perform such other duties as may be required to
21 | achi eve the purposes of this section and s. 231.545.

22 Section 10. Paragraph (b) of subsection (4) and

23 | subsection (6) of section 231.600, Florida Statutes, are
24 | anended to read:

25 231.600 School Community Professional Devel oprment
26 | Act. --

27 (4) The Departnent of Education, school districts,
28 | school s, and public coll eges and universities share the

29 | responsibilities described in this section. These

30| responsibilities include the foll ow ng:

31

13
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(b) Each district school board shall consult with
teachers and representatives of college and university
faculty, conmunity agencies, and other interested citizen
groups to establish policy and procedures to guide the
operation of the district professional devel opnent program
The professional devel opnent system nust:

1. Require that schools identify student needs that
can be net by inproved professional performance, and assi st
school s in making these identifications;

2. Provide training activities coupled with foll owp

support that is antd—ether—professional—developrent appropriate

to acconplish district-level and school -1 evel inprovenent

goal s and standards; and

3. Provide for systematic consultation with regiona
and state personnel designated to provide technical assistance
and eval uation of |ocal professional devel opnent prograns.

(6) The Departnent of Education shall design nethods
by which the state and district school boards may eval uate and
i mprove the professional devel opnent system The eval uation
nmust include an annual assessnment of data that indicate
progress or |ack of progress of all students wheseneeds—were

rdent-Hed—as—ost—erittteal—to—inprovedprofessional
devetoprent—inetudingreeds—of—students—wi-th—di-sabit+-t+es—
students—having—tH-mted—profieciency—+n—EnrgtH-sh—and
Few—achi-evi-ng—student—poputations. If the review of data

i ndi cates an achi evenent |evel that is unusual, the departnent
may investigate the causes of the success or |ack of success,
may provide technical assistance, and may require the schoo
district to enploy a different approach to professiona
devel opnent. The departnent shall report annually to the
State Board of Education and the Legislature any schoo

14
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district that, in the determination of the departnent, has
failed to provide an adequate professional devel opnent system
This report nust include the results of the departnent's
i nvestigation and of any intervention provided.

Section 11. Section 231.6002, Florida Statutes, is
created to read
231.6002 Teacher professional devel opnent; plans;

sti pends. - -
(1) The Legislature finds that there is a need for

nore tinme for teachers in the public schools in this state to

support continuing professional growh that is directly

connected to student |earning. School inprovenent that is

dedicated to growth in student achi evenent requires ongoi ng

training with essential followp support for teachers. It is

the intent of the Legislature to establish regularly schedul ed

pr of essi onal devel opnent for teachers outside of the

instructional day that is focused on the inprovenent of

student learning, and to provide funds for stipends for

teachers who participate in these extended professiona

devel opnent offerings.

(2) The Departnent of Education shall create a program

to distribute funds for teacher stipend dollars to schoo

districts that provide matching professional growmh tine and

that, at a mninum neet the following criteria:

(a) Subnit a professional devel opnent plan to the

Departnent of Education that neets the guidelines to be

establ i shed by the departnent, including, but not linmted to:

1. A description of the specific activities that wll

be provided during regularly schedul ed sti pended and mat chi ng

pr of essi onal devel opnent tine.

15
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2. A denpnstrated focus on instruction and i nproved

student | earning for each professional devel opnment activity

delivered during stipended and nmat chi ng prof essi ona

devel opnent tine.

3. Procedures to evaluate the effectiveness of the

pr of essi onal devel opnent activities on increased student

achi evenent .

4, Plans for providing on-site foll omup support to the

pr of essi onal devel opnent activities.

(b) Pay a stipend for each day, or for designated

prof essi onal devel opnent tine in increnents equivalent to a

day, per teacher, not to exceed the equival ent of two stipend

days annual |l y.

(c) Establish matching professional devel opnent tine

equal to the designated paid professional devel opnent tine

that is outside the required 180 student instructional days

and that is focused on instructional practices and increased

student | earni ng.

(d) Require each teacher who is paid a stipend to have

fully participated in the designated professional devel opnent

activities.
(3) Funding for the professional devel opnent stipend

doll ars pursuant to this section shall be provided annually in

the General Appropriations Act.

(4) This section shall be inplenented only to the

extent specifically funded and authorized by | aw

(5) The State Board of Education shall adopt rul es

pursuant to chapter 120 to revi ew and approve teacher

pr of essi onal devel opnent prograns.
Section 12. Subsection (4) of section 231.601, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

16
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231.601 Purposes, intent.--

(4) The responsibility for operating prograns for
preservice and inservice teacher education is assigned jointly
to the colleges and universities, to the district schoo
boards, and to practicing educators. Effective collaboration
anong school districts, postsecondary institutions, and
practicing educators is essential to inproving teaching in

Fl orida' s eterentary—antd—secoendary schools. Amrorg—the
putrposes—of—the—teacher—education—centers—shaH—ber-

Section 13. Section 231.625, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

231.625 Teacher shertage recruitnment and retention
referrat. - -

(1) The Departnent of Education, through—the—Center
for—Career—bevetoprent—Serviees—in cooperation with teacher

organi zati ons, andg di strict personnel offices, and colleges of

educati on direetors, shall expandits—career—information
systemto concentrate on the recruitnment of qualified teachers
A—teacher—shortage—areas.

(2) The Departnent of Educati oni—through—the—Center

for—Career—bevetoprent—Servieesrshal |l establish a teacher
referral—and recruitnent and retention services office eenter

whi ch shall:

17
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1 (a) Advertise teacher positions in targeted states

2 | with—decHning—student—enrot-rents.

3 (b) Advertise in major newspapers, nationa

4 | professional publications, and other professional publications
5| and i n gratduate school s of education

6 (c) UWilize state and & nationwi de toll-free nunbers
7 | nuber—and—a—centrat—post—ofiice—box.

8 (d) Devel op standardi zed resunes for teacher applicant
9 | dat a.

10 (e) Conduct periodic communications with district

11 | superintendents—and personnel directors regardi ng frew

12 | applicants.

13 (f) Provide district access to the applicant database
14 | by conputer or tel ephone.

15 (g) Develop and distribute pronotional naterials

16 | related to teaching as a career

17 (h) Publish and distribute infornation pertaining to
18 | enpl oynent opportunities, application procedures, teacher

19 | certification, and teacher sal ari es and—benrefits—{for—beginnng
20 | and—eontinuing—teachers.

21 (i) Provide Pubtsh information related to alternative
22 | certification procedures.

23 (j) Develop and sponsor the Florida Future Educator of
24 | Anerica Program etubs throughout the state.

25 (k) Review and recomend to the Legislature and schoo
26 | districts incentives for attracting teachers to this state.

27 (3) The Ofice of Teacher Recruitnment and Retention
28 | Servi ces teacher—referral—and+recruitrent—ecenter, in

29 | cooperation w th teacher—erganizations—and di strict personne
30 | offices direeters, shall sponsor a an—annual job fair in a

31| central part of the state to match in-state educators and

18
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out-of -state educators with teaching opportunities in this
state.

Section 14. Section 231.6255, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

231. 6255 Christa MAuliffe Arbassador for Education
Program - -
(1) The Legislature recognizes that Florida continues

to face teacher shortages faces—asevere—shortage—of—teachers

and that fewer young people consider teaching as a career. It

is the intent of the Legislature to pronote the positive and
rewar di ng aspects of being a teacher, to encourage nore
i ndividuals to becone teachers, and to provide annua
sabbati cal support for outstanding Florida teachers to serve
as goodwi | | anbassadors for education. The Legislature
further wi shes to honor the nenory of Christa MAuliffe, who
epitom zed the challenge and inspiration that teaching can be.

(2) There is established the Christa MAuliffe
Anbassador for Education Programto provide salary, travel,
and other rel ated expenses annually for an outstanding Florida
teacher to pronote the positive aspects of teaching as a
career. The goals of the programare to:

(a) Enhance the stature of teachers and the teaching
pr of essi on.

(b) Pronote the inportance of quality education and
teaching for our future

(c) Inspire and attract tal ented young people to
becone teachers.

(d) Provide information regarding Florida's
schol arship and | oan prograns related to teaching.

(e) Pronote the teaching profession within community
and busi ness groups.

19
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(f) Provide information regardingFHrorida-s
atternative—certifecat+onprogramto retired nmilitary
personnel and other individuals who might consider teaching as
a second career.

(g) Work with and represent the Ofice of Teacher
Recruitment and Retention Services teacher—referral—and
reertitrenrt—ecenter, as needed.

(h) Work with and encourage the efforts of school and

di strict teachers of the year

(i) Support the activities of the Florida Future
Educat or Feacher of Anerica Program etubs

(j) Represent Florida teachers at business, trade,
education, and ot her conferences and neeti ngs.

(k) Pronote the teaching profession in other ways
related to the teaching responsibilities, background
experiences, and aspirations of the Anbassador for Education

(3) The Teacher of the Year shall serve as the

Anbassador for Educati on—exeept—that—for—thefrrst—2—years,
| orida: I . hal o
Arbassadors—for—Education. |f the Teacher of the Year is
unabl e to serve as the Anbassador for Education, the first
runner-up shall serve in his or her place. The Departnent of
Educat i on Each—dist+iet—schoot—boeard shall establish
application and sel ection procedures for determ ning an annua

teacher of the year. Applications and selection criteria shal

be devel oped and distributed annually by the Departnment of

Education to all school districts. The Conm ssioner of

Education shall establish a selection conmittee which assures
representation fromteacher organizations, admnistrators, and
parents to select the Teacher of the Year and Anbassador for
Education from anong the district teachers of the year.

20
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1 | Seteetion—eriteria—shatH—be—devetoped—ant—tdist+ributed—annuatty
2 | to—aH—sehool—distriets—

3 (4)(a) The Departnent of Education and the Ofice of
4 | Teacher Recruitnent and Retention Servi ces—through—the—Center
5 | fer—Career—bevetoprent—Services—antd—in—conjunrct-on—wth—the
6 | teacher—referral—andtreecruitnrent—center—shall adm nister the
7 | program

8 (b) The Conmmi ssioner of Education shall pay an annua
9| salary, fringe benefits, travel costs, and other costs

10 | associated with adm nistering the program

11 (c) The Anbassador for Education shall serve for 1
12 | year, fromJuly 1 to June 30, and shall be assured of

13 | returning to his or her teaching position upon conpletion of
14 | the program The anbassador will not have a break in

15| creditabl e or continuous service or enploynent for the period
16 | of tinme in which he or she participates in the program

17 Section 15. Section 231.63, Florida Statutes, is

18 | created to read:

19 231.63 Florida Educator Hall of Fane.--

20 (1) It is the intent of the Legislature to recognize
21 | and honor those persons, living or dead, who have nmde

22 | significant contributions to education in this state.

23 (2)(a) There is hereby established the Florida

24 | Educator Hall of Fanme. The Florida Educator Hall of Fane shal
25| be located in an area on the Plaza Level of the Capito

26 | Bui |l di ng.

27 (b) The Florida Educati on Foundation shall nake a

28 | recommendation for the design and thene for the Florida

29 | Educator Hall of Fane. The Conm ssi oner of Education, in

30| consultation with the Secretary of Managenent Services, shal
31| approve the foundation's recommendati on

21
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(c) Each person who is selected as a nenber shall have

a plaque placed in the Florida Educator Hall of Fanme. The

pl aque shall designate the nenber's particul ar discipline or

contribution and shall set forth vital information relating to

t he menber. Each nenber shall also receive a standardized

menento of the nenber's sel ection.

(3) The Florida Educati on Foundation shall accept

non nations annually for persons to be recomended as nenbers

of the Florida Educator Hall of Fane. Floridi ans who have made

a significant contribution to education in this state, as

determ ned and docunented by the Florida Educati on Foundati on

shall be eligible for nenbership. The foundati on shal

reconmend to the Conmi ssioner of Education persons to be naned

as nenbers of the Florida Educator Hall of Fane.

(4) In the first year, the Commi ssi oner of Education

shall nane no nore than 10 nenbers to the Fl ori da Educat or

Hal | of Fanme. Thereafter, the conm ssioner shall nane no nore

than four nenbers to the Florida Educator Hall of Fane in any

1 year.
(5) The Commi ssioner of Education and the Florida

Educati on Foundation shall devel op and adopt witten policies

to carry out the purposes of this section, including

procedures to accept nomninations, nmake recomendati ons for

sel ection of nmenbers, provide recipient's travel expenses, and

provide funding for the Florida Educator Hall of Fane.

(6) The Commi ssioner of Education nay annual |y request

an appropriation fromthe Legislature sufficient to carry out

t he purposes of this section. The Florida Educati on Foundati on

may al so provide funds to cover any or all expenses related to
the Florida Educator Hall of Fane.

22
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1 Section 16. Subsection (3) of section 20.15, Florida
2| Statutes, is anended to read:
3 20.15 Department of Education.--There is created a
4 | Departnent of Education.
5 (3) DIVISIONS. --
6 &) The foll ow ng divisions of the Departnment of
7 | Education are established:
8 (a)*- Division of Community Coll eges.
9 (b) 2+ Division of Public Schools and Conmunity
10 | Educati on.
11 (c)3— Division of Universities.
12 (d) 4 Division of Wrkforce Devel opnent.
13 (e)5- Division of Human Resource Devel opnent.
14 (f) Division of Adnministration.
15 (g) Division of Financial Services.
16 (h) Division of Support Services.
17 thy—The—Comri-sstoner—of—FEducation—+s—authort+zed—to
18 | estabH-sh—wi-thin—thePepartrent—of—FEducation—abiviston—of
19 | Admni-stration—
20 Section 17. Present subsection (7) of section 231.262
21| Florida Statutes, is redesignated as subsection (8) and a new
22 | subsection (7) is added to that section to read:
23 231. 262 Conpl aints agai nst teachers and
24 | admini strators; procedure; penalties.--
25 (7) Violations of the provisions of probation shal
26 | result in an order to show cause issued by the derk of the
27 | Educati on Practices Conmi ssion. Upon failure of the
28 | probationer, at the tine and place stated in the order, to
29 | show cause satisfactorily to the Education Practices
30 | Conmi ssion why a penalty for violating probation should not be
31| i nposed, the Education Practices Conmm ssion shall inpose
23
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what ever penalty is appropriate as established in s.

231.28(6). Any probation period will be tolled when an order
to show cause has been issued until the issue is resolved by

t he Education Practices Conmi ssion.
Section 18. Subsection (1) of section 231.28, Florida
Statutes, is anended and subsection (6) is added to that

section to read:

231.28 Education Practices Conm ssion; authority to
di scipline.--

(1) The Education Practices Comm ssion shall have
authority to suspend the teaching certificate of any person as
defined in s. 228.041(9) or (10) for a period of tine not to
exceed 3 years, thereby denying that person the right to teach
for that period of tine, after which the holder may return to
teaching as provided in subsection (4); to revoke the teaching
certificate of any person, thereby denying that person the
right to teach for a period of tine not to exceed 10 years,
with reinstatenment subject to the provisions of subsection
(4); to revoke permanently the teaching certificate of any
person; to suspend the teaching certificate, upon order of the
court, of any person found to have a delinquent child support
obligation; or to inpose any other penalty provided by |aw,
provided it can be shown that such person

(a) Obtained the teaching certificate by fraudul ent
neans;

(b) Has proved to be inconpetent to teach or to
performduties as an enpl oyee of the public school system or
to teach in or to operate a private school

(c) Has been guilty of gross immorality or an act
i nvol ving noral turpitude;

24
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(d) Has had a teaching certificate revoked i n another

st at e;

(e) Has been convicted of a nisdeneanor, felony, or
any other crimnal charge, other than a minor traffic
vi ol ati on;

(f) Upon investigation, has been found guilty of
personal conduct which seriously reduces that person's
ef fectiveness as an enpl oyee of the school board;

(g) Has breached a contract, as provided in s.
231.36(2);

(h) Has been the subject of a court order directing
t he Education Practices Comm ssion to suspend the certificate
as a result of a delinquent child support obligation

(i) Has violated the Principles of Professiona
Conduct for the Education Profession prescribed by State Board
of Education rul es; e+

(j) Has otherwi se violated the provisions of law, the
penalty for which is the revocation of the teaching
certificate; or—

(k) Has violated any order of the Education Practices

Conmi ssi on.
(6) When an individual violates the provisions of a

settl enent agreenent enforced by a final order of the

Education Practices Conmmi ssion an order to show cause may be

i ssued by the Oerk of the Conmission. The order shall require

the individual to appear before the conmission to show cause

why further penalties should not be | evied against the

individual's certificate pursuant to the authority provided to

t he Education Practices Conmi ssion in subsection (1). The

Educati on Practices Commi ssion shall have the authority to

fashion further penalties under the authority of subsection
25
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1|(1) as deened appropriate when the show cause order is

2 | responded to by the individual

3 Section 19. Subsection (8) of section 236.081, Florida
4| Statutes, is repeal ed, and paragraph (d) of subsection (1),

5| paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (4), subsection (9), and
6 | paragraph (a) of subsection (10) of that section, as anmended
7 | by chapter 97-380, Laws of Florida, are amended to read:

8 236.081 Funds for operation of schools.--If the annua
9] allocation fromthe Florida Educati on Finance Programto each
10 | district for operation of schools is not determned in the

11 | annual appropriations act or the substantive bill inplenenting
12 | the annual appropriations act, it shall be determ ned as

13 | fol |l ows:

14 (1) COWPUTATI ON OF THE BASI C AMOUNT TO BE | NCLUDED FOR
15 | OPERATION. --The foll owi ng procedure shall be followed in

16 | determning the annual allocation to each district for

17 | operati on:

18 (d) Annual allocation calculation.--

19 1. The Departnent of Education is authorized and
20| directed to review all district prograns and enrol |l ment
21 | projections and calculate a maxinumtotal weighted full-tine
22 | equi val ent student enrollnent for each district for the K-12
23 | FEFP
24 2. Maximum enrol I nents cal cul ated by the departnent
25| shall be derived fromenroll nent estinmates used by the
26 | Legislature to calculate the FEFP. |If two or nore districts
27 | enter into an agreenent under the provisions of s.
28 | 230.23(4)(d), after the final enrollnment estimate is agreed
29 | upon, the amount of FTE specified in the agreenent, not to
30 | exceed the estimate for the specific programas identified in
31

26
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1| paragraph (c), may be transferred fromthe participating

2| districts to the district providing the program

3 3. As part of its calculation of each district's

4 | maxi numtotal weighted full-tinme equival ent student

5] enrollnent, the departnent shall establish separate enroll nent
6| ceilings for each of two program groups. Goup 1 shall be

7 | conposed of grades K-3, grades 4-8, and grades 9-12. Goup 2
8 | shall be conposed of students in exceptional student education
9| prograns, students-at-risk progranms, all basic prograns other
10| than the prograns in group 1, and all vocational prograns in
11 | grades 7-12.

12 a. The weighted enrollnent ceiling for group 2

13 | prograns shall be calculated by multiplying the fina

14 | enrol I nent conference estimate for each program by the

15 | appropriate programwei ght. The weighted enrollnent ceiling
16 | for programgroup 2 shall be the sum of the weighted

17 | enrol I nent ceilings for each programin the program group

18 | plus the increase in weighted full-tinme equival ent student

19 | menbership fromthe prior year for clients of the Departnent
20| of Children and Fanmily Services and the Departnent of Juvenile
21 | Justice
22 b. If, for any calculation of the FEFP, the wei ghted
23| enrol Il ment for programgroup 2, derived by nultiplying actua
24 | enrol Il ments by appropriate program wei ghts, exceeds the
25| enrollment ceiling for that group, the follow ng procedure
26 | shall be followed to reduce the weighted enrollnent for that
27 | group to equal the enrollnment ceiling:
28 (1) The weighted enrollnent ceiling for each program
29| in the program group shall be subtracted fromthe wei ghted
30| enroll ment for that programderived from actual enroll nents.
31

27
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(1) 1If the difference cal cul ated under
sub- sub- subparagraph (1) is greater than zero for any program
a reduction proportion shall be conputed for the program by
di viding the absolute value of the difference by the total
anount by which the weighted enroll nent for the program group
exceeds the weighted enrollnent ceiling for the program group

(1'11) The reduction proportion cal cul ated under
sub- sub- subparagraph (I1) shall be nultiplied by the total
anmount of the program group's enrollment over the ceiling as
cal cul at ed under sub-sub-subparagraph (1).

(1'V) The prorated reduction anount cal cul ated under
sub- sub- subparagraph (I111) shall be subtracted fromthe
progranmis weighted enrollnent. For any cal cul ation of the
FEFP, the enrollnment ceiling for group 1 shall be cal cul ated
by multiplying the actual enrollnent for each programin the
program group by its appropriate program wei ght.

c. For programgroup 2, the weighted enroll nment
ceiling shall be a nunber not |ess than the sum obtai ned by:
(1) Miltiplying the sumof reported FTE for al
prograns in the program group that have a cost factor of 1.0

or nore by 1.0, and

(1) By adding this nunber to the sum obtai ned by
mul tiplying the projected FTE for all prograns with a cost
factor less than 1.0 by the actual cost factor.

4. Follow ng conpletion of the weighted enroll nent

ceiling calculation as provided in subparagraph 3., a

suppl enental cappi ng cal cul ati on shall be enpl oyed for those

districts that are over their weighted enrollnent ceiling. For

each such district, the total reported unwei ghted FTE

enroll ment for group 2 prograns shall be conpared with the

total appropriated unwei ghted FTE enrol Il nent for group 2
28
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prograns. If the total reported unweighted FTE for group 2 is

greater than the appropriated unwei ghted FTE, then the excess

unwei ghted FTE up to the unwei ghted FTE transferred from group
2 to group 1 for each district by the Public School FTE
Esti mati ng Conference shall be funded at a weight of 1.0 and

added to the funded wei ghted FTE conputed i n subparagraph 3.

Thi s adj ustnent shall be cal cul ated beginning with the third
calcul ation of the 1998-1999 FEFP

(4) COWPUTATI ON OF DI STRI CT REQUI RED LOCAL
EFFORT. - - The Legi sl ature shall prescribe the aggregate

required local effort for all school districts collectively as
an itemin the General Appropriations Act for each fisca
year. The anmpunt that each district shall provide annually
toward the cost of the Florida Education Finance Program for
ki ndergarten through grade 12 prograns shall be cal cul ated as
foll ows:

(a) Estimted taxable value cal cul ations.--

l.a. Not later than 2 working days prior to July 19,
t he Departnent of Revenue shall certify to the Comm ssioner of
Education its nost recent estinmate of the taxable value for
school purposes in each school district and the total for al
school districts in the state for the current cal endar year
based on the | atest avail able data obtained fromthe | oca
property appraisers. Not later than July 19, the comn ssioner
shall conpute a nillage rate, rounded to the next highest one
one-thousandth of a nmill, which, when applied to 95 percent of
the estimated state total taxable value for school purposes,
woul d generate the prescribed aggregate required local effort
for that year for all districts. The conm ssi oner shal
certify to each district school board the mllage rate,
conmputed as prescribed in this subparagraph, as the nini num

29
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1| mllage rate necessary to provide the district required | oca

2| effort for that year

3 b. For the 1997-1998 fiscal year only, the Genera

4 | Appropriations Act may direct the conputation of the statew de
5| adj ust ed aggregate anmount for required |local effort for al

6 | school districts collectively fromad val oremtaxes to ensure
7 | that no school district's revenue fromrequired |ocal effort

8| mllage will produce nore than 90 percent of the district's

9| total Florida Education Finance Program cal cul ation, and the
10 | adjustnent of the required local effort mllage rate of each
11 | district that produces nore than 90 percent of its total

12 | Florida Education Finance Programentitlenent to a |level that
13| will produce only 90 percent of its total Florida Education

14 | Finance Programentitlenent. This sub-subparagraph is

15| repealed on July 1, 1998, unless enacted in other |egislation
16 2. As revised data are received from property

17 | apprai sers, the Departnent of Revenue shall anend the

18 | certification of the estimate of the taxable value for schoo
19 | purposes. The Conmi ssioner of Education, in admnistering the
20 | provi sions of subparagraph(9){#6)(a)2., shall use the nost
21 | recent taxable value for the appropriate year
22 (b) Final calculation.--
23 1. The Departnent of Revenue shall, upon receipt of
24 | the official final assessed value of property fromeach of the
25 | property appraisers, certify to the comr ssioner the taxable
26 | value total for school purposes in each school district,
27 | subject to the provisions of paragraph (d). The conmi ssi oner
28 | shall use the official final taxable value for school purposes
29 | for each school district in the final calculation of the
30 | annual K-12 Florida Education Finance Program al |l ocati ons.
31
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1 2. For the purposes of this paragraph, the official

2| final taxable value for school purposes shall be the taxable
3| value for school purposes on which the tax bills are conputed
4] and nailed to the taxpayers, adjusted to reflect fina

5| adm nistrative actions of val ue adjustnent boards and judici al
6 | deci sions pursuant to part | of chapter 194. By Septenber 1 of
7 | each year, the Departnent of Revenue shall certify to the

8 | conmi ssioner the official prior year final taxable value for
9 | school purposes. For each county that has not subnitted a

10| revised tax roll reflecting final val ue adjustnent board

11| actions and final judicial decisions, the Departnent of

12 | Revenue shall certify the nost recent revision of the official
13 | taxabl e val ue for school purposes. The certified val ue shal
14 | be the final taxable value for school purposes and no further
15| adjustnents shall be nade, except those nmade pursuant to

16 | subpar agraph(9) (16)(a) 2.

17 (8) {9y QUALITY ASSURANCE GUARANTEE. - - The Legi sl ature

18 | may annually in the General Appropriations Act determine a

19 | percentage increase in funds per K-12 wei ghted FTE as a
20 | mi ni mum guarantee to each school district. The guarantee shal
21| be calculated fromprior year base funding per weighted FTE
22 | student which shall include the adjusted FTE dollars as
23 | provided in subsection(9){06), quality guarantee funds, and
24 | actual nonvoted discretionary local effort fromtaxes. From
25| the base funding per weighted FTE, the increase shall be
26 | calculated for the current year. The current year funds from
27 | whi ch the guarantee shall be determ ned shall include the
28 | adj usted FTE dollars as provided in subsection(9) ¥6)and
29 | potential nonvoted discretionary local effort fromtaxes. A
30 | conmparison of current year funds per weighted FTE to prior
31| year funds per weighted FTE shall be conputed. For those

31
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1| school districts which have |l ess than the legislatively

2 | assigned percentage increase, funds shall be provided to

3 | guarantee the assigned percentage increase in funds per

4 | wei ghted FTE student. Shoul d appropriated funds be | ess than

5| the sumof this cal cul ated anount for all districts, the

6 | conmi ssioner shall prorate each district's allocation. This

7 | provision shall be inplenented to the extent specifically

8 | funded.

9 (9) ¢36) TOTAL ALLOCATI ON OF STATE FUNDS TO EACH

10 | DI STRI CT FOR CURRENT OPERATI ON. --The total annual state

11| allocation to each district for current operation for the K-12
12 | FEFP shall be distributed periodically in the manner

13 | prescribed in the General Appropriations Act.

14 (a) The basic anpbunt for current operation for the

15| K-12 FEFP as determined in subsection (1), nmultiplied by the
16 | district cost differential factor as deternined in subsection
171 (2), plus the amobunt for the sparsity suppl enent as deterni ned
18 | in subsection (6), the decline in full-tinme equival ent

19 | students as determined in subsection (7), and the quality

20 | assurance guarantee as determ ned in subsection(8)¢9), |ess

21| the required local effort as determined in subsection (4). If
22 | the funds appropriated for the purpose of funding the total

23 | anount for current operation as provided in this paragraph are
24 | not sufficient to pay the state requirenent in full, the

25 | departnent shall prorate the available state funds to each

26 | district in the follow ng manner

27 1. Deternmine the percentage of proration by dividing
28 | the sumof the total anbunt for current operation, as provided
29| in this paragraph for all districts collectively, and the

30| total district required local effort into the sumof the state
31
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1| funds available for current operation and the total district
2| required I ocal effort.

3 2. Miltiply the percentage so determ ned by the sum of
4| the total anmount for current operation as provided in this

5| paragraph and the required local effort for each individua

6| district.

7 3. Fromthe product of such nmultiplication, subtract
8| the required local effort of each district; and the renmai nder
9| shall be the amount of state funds allocated to the district
10| for current operation

11 Section 20. Subsection (1) of section 236.25, Florida
12 | Statutes, is anended to read:

13 236.25 District school tax.--

14 (1) If the district school tax is not provided in the
15| General Appropriations Act or the substantive bil

16 | i npl ementing the General Appropriations Act, each school board
17 | desiring to participate in the state allocation of funds for
18 | current operation as prescribed by s. 236.081(9) {(16)shal

19 | levy on the taxabl e value for school purposes of the district,
20 | exclusive of mllage voted under the provisions of s. 9(b) or
21| s. 12, Art. VII of the State Constitution, a nmillage rate not
22 | to exceed the anmount certified by the commi ssioner as the
23| minimumm |l age rate necessary to provide the district
24 | required local effort for the current year, pursuant to s.
251 236.081(4)(a)1l. In addition to the required local effort
26 | mllage | evy, each school board may | evy a nonvoted current
27 | operating discretionary mllage. The Legislature shal
28 | prescribe annually in the appropriations act the maximum
29 | anount of nmillage a district may levy. The mllage rate
30 | prescribed shall exceed zero mills but shall not exceed the
31| lesser of 1.6 nlls or 25 percent of the nillage which is
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1| required pursuant to s. 236.081(4), exclusive of mllage

2| levied pursuant to subsection (2).

3 Section 21. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
41 229.57, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

5 229.57 Student assessnent program --

6 (3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conmi ssioner is
7] directed to design and inplenent a statew de program of

8 | educational assessnent that provides information for the

9| inprovenent of the operation and managenent of the public

10 | schools. The program nust be designed, as far as possible, so
11 ) as not to conflict with ongoing district assessnment prograns
12 | and so as to use information obtained fromdistrict prograns.
13 | Pursuant to the statew de assessnent program the conmi ssioner
14 | shal I :

15 (c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent

16 | testing programas part of the statew de assessnment program
17 | to be adninistered at designated tines at the elenentary,

18 | middl e, and high school levels to neasure reading, witing,

19 | and nat hematics. The testing program nust be designed so

20 | that:

21 1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
22 | adopted by the state board as specified in paragraph (a). The
23 | tests nmust neasure and report student proficiency levels in

24 | reading, witing, and mathematics. Oher content areas nay be
25| included as directed by the conm ssioner. The conmi ssioner

26 | shall provide for the tests to be devel oped or obtained, as

27 | appropriate, through contracts and project agreenents with

28 | private vendors, public vendors, public agencies,

29 | postsecondary institutions, or school districts. The

30 | commi ssioner shall obtain input with respect to the design and
31
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i mpl erentation of the testing programfrom state educators and
the public.

2. The tests are criterion-referenced and i nclude, to
the extent deternined by the comissioner, itens that require
the student to produce infornmation or performtasks in such a
way that the skills and conpetencies he or she uses can be
nmeasur ed.

3. Each testing program whether at the elenentary,

m ddl e, or high school level, includes a test of witing in
whi ch students are required to produce witings which are then
scored by appropriate nethods.

4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,
bel ow which score a student's performance is deened
i nadequate. The school districts shall provide appropriate
remedi al instruction to students who score bel ow these |evels.

5. Al 11th grade students take a high schoo
conpet ency test devel oped by the state board to test m nimum
student performance skills and conpetencies in reading,
writing, and mat hematics. The test nust be based on the skills
and conpet enci es adopted by the state board pursuant to
paragraph (a). Upon recomrendati on of the conm ssioner, the
state board shall designate a passing score for each part of
t he high school conpetency test. |In establishing passing
scores, the state board shall consider any possible negative
i mpact of the test on minority students. The conmi ssi oner nay

establish criteria whereby a student who successfully

denonstrates proficiency in either reading or nmathematics or

both may be exenpted fromtaking the correspondi ng section of

t he high school conpetency test or the coll ege placenent test.

A student nust earn a passing score or have been exenpted from

oft each part of the high school conpetency test in order taken
35
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to qualify for a regular high school diplom. The schoo
districts shall provide appropriate renedial instruction to
students who do not pass part of the conpetency test.

6. Participation in the testing programis nandatory
for all students, except as otherw se prescribed by the
conmi ssioner. The commi ssioner shall recommend rules to the
state board for the provision of test adaptations and
nodi fications of procedures as necessary for students in
exceptional education prograns and for students who have
limted English proficiency.

7. A student seeking an adult high school diploma nust
neet the sane testing requirenents that a regular high schoo
student nust neet.

The commi ssioner may design and inpl enent student testing
prograns for any grade | evel and subject area, based on
procedures desi gnated by the conmi ssioner to nonitor
educati onal achievenent in the state.

Section 22. Section 231.613, Florida Statutes, is
r epeal ed

Section 23. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N

TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
CS/ SB 2258

c

m—w

ﬁcr
""(D

( tutory changes woul d repeal tion (
section 6.081, which is the caps adjus suppl enent of
the FIorlda Education Fi nance Pro n1(F m% and woul d anend
S. (1)¥d) of the Florida S atu es, i ch defines the
calculatlon of maxi num student enrollnents for the FEFP, by
? a suppl emental cal culation for those districts that are
over heir weighted enroll nent ceiling. If the total
unwei ghted enrol | ment for all Goup 2 prograns that a district
reporfs for funding is greater than the district's projected
enrol | ment "used™to calculate that district's
enrollment ceiling, the anount of the reported enrol| nent
above the enrollnent ceiling mould be funded at a wei ght of
1. The naX|nun1fuII-t|ne equi val ent (FTE) student
enrol | rent funded at the weight of 1.0 would be limted to the
nunber of FTE students nmoved from Goup 2 to Goup 1 by the
nenbershlp of the Enrollnent Estimati ng Conference to
i mpl erent  a policy | |n1t|nP districts' "Goup 2 enrollnment
requests for 1998-99 to a level that would maintain the ratio
of weighted to unwei ghted students for ich the district was

funded™in 1997-98.

The Conmi ssi oner of EPPC ation would be authorized to establish
ow

[
criteria that would a st dents who had sucessfully
denonstrated proficiency in reading and _mat henatics oh the
Fl ori da Conprehensive Assess nt Test (FCAT), or by sone other
neasure, to be exenpted fron1tak|ng t he cores ondln section
of the high school conpetency test of the col P acement
test when it is adnministered to high school stu
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