Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2296

By Senator Sullivan

22-1229-98

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to patient continuity of care;

3 anending s. 641.315, F.S.; prohibiting

4 contracts between a health nmi ntenance provider

5 and a provider of health care services from

6 containing certain restrictions; anending s.

7 641.51, F.S., relating to health mai ntenance

8 organi zation quality assurance; requiring such

9 organi zations to provide a subscriber continued
10 access to a treating provider term nated by the
11 organi zation; providing limtations;

12 prescribing the specific circunmstances in which
13 treatnent nmay continue; providing that each

14 enrol |l ee or prospective enrollee in a

15 managed-care plan has the right to receive

16 certain information before enrolling or

17 renewi ng enrollnment in the plan; providing an

18 ef fective date.

19
20| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
21
22 Section 1. Subsection (9) is added to section 641. 315
23| Florida Statutes, to read
24 641. 315 Provider contracts.--
25 (9) A contract between a heal th nai ntenance
26 | organi zation and a provider of health care services nay not
27 | contain any provision that in any way prohibits or restricts
28 | the provider fromcontracting with a different health
29 | mai nt enance organi zation for the provision of the sane or
30| different services.
31

1
CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




da Senate - 1998 SB 2296
29-98

1 Section 2. Subsection (7) of section 641.51, Florida
2| Statutes, is anended to read:

3 641.51 Quality assurance program second nedica

4 | opinion requirenent. --

5 (7) \When an organi zation terninates a contract with a
6| treating provider for any reason other than for cause, the

7 | Baeh organi zation shall allow subscribers for whomthe

8| ternmnated provider was a treating provider to continue care
9| for—66—days with the a term nated treating provider through
10| conpletion of treatnent of a condition for which the

11 | subscriber was receiving care at the tine of the ternination
12 | until the subscriber selects another treating provider, or

13 | during the next open enroll nent period offered by the

14 | organi zati on, whichever is |onger, but no | onger than 1 year
15| after ternination of the contract when—+edica-y—necessary—
16 | provided—the—subseriber—has—aHfe-threatenng—condi-tion—or—a
17 | disabHng—and—degenerati-ve—condi-ti+on. Each—organization—shatt
18 | aHew-a—stubseriber—who—+s—t+n—the—thirdtrirester—of-preghancy
19 | te—eontinue—care—wth—aternmnated—treatingprovider—untit+

20 | conptetion—of—postpartum—ecare—For care continued under this
21 | subsection, the organi zation and the provider shall continue
22 | to be bound by the terns of the terninated contract fer—stch
23 | eontinued——care. This—subsection—shatH—not—appty—to—treating
24 | provide weo—have—been—termraatedb he—of gartzatt+onr—Fo

25 | eatse-

26 Section 3. Each prospective enrollee in a nanaged-care
27 | pl an, before enroll nent, and each current enrollee at |east 30
28 | days before annual renewal of the plan, has the right to

29 | receive witten information describing the terns and

30| conditions of the plan to enable the enrollee or prospective
31| enrollee to nake inforned deci sions regarding his or her
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choice of a systemof health care delivery. The foll ow ng

specific informati on nust be communi cat ed upon request:

financial arrangenents, incentives, or contractual provisions

with hospitals, review conpani es, physicians, or any other

provider of health care services which could limt or induce

the limtation of the services offered, restrict referral or

treatnent options, or negatively affect a physician's

fiduciary responsibility to his or her patients, including,

but not linmited to, capitation, discounted fee for service,

sal ary arrangenents, and any other nethod that could serve to

restrict the provision of nedical or other services.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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SENATE SUMVARY

Prohibits the inclusion in a contract between a health
nmai nt enance organi zati on and a provider of health care
services of a provision that restricts the provider's

right to contract with another HMO. Requires health,

nmai nt enance organi zations to provide a subscriber with
continued acceSs to a treating provider that has been
term nated by the organi zation. Provides linmitations.
Anmends provi Sions préscribing the specific circunstances
in which treatnent nmay contihue. Provides that each
enrol | ee or Prospectlye enrol l ee 1 n a nanaged-care pl an
has the right to receive certain information before
enrolling or renewing enrollnent in the plan
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