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ENROLLED
1998 Legislature SB 2314

An act relating to rul emaki ng authority of
boards of trustees of comrunity coll eges (RAB)
anending s. 240.319, F.S.; prescribing

rul emaki ng authority or such boards of
trustees; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Section 240.319, Florida Statutes, as
anmended by section 2 of chapter 97-383, Laws of Florida, is
amended to read:

240. 319 Community college district boards of trustees;
duties and powers. --

(1) Each conmunity college district board of trustees
is vested with the responsibility to operate its respective
community college and with such necessary authority as is fay
be needed for the proper operation and i nprovenent thereof in
accordance with rules of the State Board of Education and
State Board of Comrunity Coll eges.

(2) In carrying out this responsibility, the trustees,
after considering reconmendations subnmitted by the community
col | ege president, may shatH—be—atutherized—+e adopt such
rul es, procedures, and policies as are necessary to operate
the comunity college in such a nmanner as to assure the
fulfillment of the responsibilities assigned to the board of
trustees. These rules, procedures, and policies nay
suppl enent those prescribed by the State Board of Education
and the State Board of Community Colleges if they wll
contribute to the nore orderly and efficient operation of the
state community coll ege system
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(3) Each conmunity college district board of trustees
is specifically authorized to adopt rules, procedures, and
policies, consistent with law and rules of the State Board of
Education and State Board of Community Colleges, related to
its mssion and responsibilities as set forth in s. 240.301
its governance, personnel, budget and finance, admnistration
prograns, curriculumand instruction, buildings and grounds,
travel and purchasi ng, technol ogy, students, contracts and
grants, or college property.

(4) Such rules, procedures, and policies for the
boards of trustees include, but are not limted to, the
fol | owi ng:

(a) Each board of trustees shall appoint, suspend, or
renove the president of the comunity college. The board of
trustees nay appoint a search conmittee. The board of

trustees shall conduct periodic evaluations of the president
shatHH—be——conducted in accordance with rules of the State Board
of Community Col | eges:and subnit such eval uati ons sthat—be
submitted to the State Board of Community Col |l eges for review
(b) Each board of trustees has responsibility for the

establ i shnent and di sconti nuance of program and course

of ferings; provision for instructional and noninstructiona
community services, |ocation of classes, and services
provi ded; and di ssenination of information concerning such
prograns and services.

(c) Each board of trustees constitutes the contracting
agent of the community college. It may when acting as a body
make contracts, sue, and be sued in the nane of the board of
trustees. In any suit, a change in personnel of the board
shall not abate the suit, which shall proceed as if such
change had not taken place. Each board nay adopt rul es,
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procedures, and policies related to contracts and contract

managenent .

(d) \Whenever the Departnent of Education finds it
necessary for the welfare and conveni ence of any community
college to acquire private property for the use of the
community college and the property cannot be acquired by
agreenent satisfactory to the district board of trustees of
the sueh community college and the parties interested in, or
the owners of, the private property, the district board of
trustees nay exercise the right of enminent domain after
receiving approval therefor fromthe State Board of Education
and may then proceed to condemn the property in the nmanner
provi ded by chapters 73 and 74.

(e) Each board of trustees may enter into
| ease- purchase arrangenents with private individuals or
corporations for necessary grounds and buildings for community
col | ege purposes, other than dormtories, or for buildings
other than dornmitories to be erected for conmunity coll ege
pur poses. Such arrangenents shall be paid fromcapital outlay
and debt service funds as provided by s. 240.359(2), with
terns not to exceed 30 years at a stipulated rate. The
provi sions of such contracts, including building plans, are
subj ect to approval by the Departnent of Education, and no
such contract nmay be entered into without such approval. The
State Board of Education nmay adopt is—atuthor+zetd—to—pronutgate
such rules as it deens necessary to adm ni ster itnpterent—the
provisiens—oef this paragraph

(f) Each board of trustees may purchase, acquire,
receive, hold, own, nanage, |ease, sell, dispose of, and
convey title to real property, in the best interests of the
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coll ege, pursuant to rules adopted by the State Board of
Educat i on.

(g) Each board of trustees is authorized to enter into
agreenents for, and accept, credit card paynents as
conpensation for goods, services, tuition, and fees. Each
community college is further authorized to establish accounts
in credit card banks for the deposit of credit card sal es
i nvoi ces.

(h) Each board of trustees may adopt, by rule, a
uni form code of appropriate penalties for violations of its
rul es by students and enpl oyees. Such penalties, unless
ot herwi se provided by law, may i nclude fines, the w thholding
of di plomas or transcripts pending conpliance with rules or
payrment of fines, and the inposition of probation, suspension
or dismi ssal

(i) Each board of trustees may consider the past
actions of any person applying for adm ssion or enploynent and
may provide, by board rule or procedure, for denying
admi ssion, enrollnment, or enploynent to a person if past
actions have been found to disrupt or interfere with the
orderly conduct, processes, functions, or prograns of any
ot her university, college, or community coll ege.

(j) Each board of trustees is authorized to devel op
and produce work products rel ati ng which—+retate to educationa
endeavors which are subject to trademark, copyright, or patent
statutes. To this end, the board shall consider the relative
contribution by the personnel enployed in the devel opnent of
such work products and shall enter into binding agreenents
wi th such personnel, organizations, corporations, or
governnment entities, which agreenents shall establish the
percent age of ownership of such tradenarks, copyrights, or
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patents. Any other law to the contrary notwi thstandi ng, the
board is authorized in its own nane to:

1. Performall things necessary to secure |letters of
pat ent, copyrights, and trademarks on any such work products
and to enforce its rights therein.

2. License, |ease, assign, or otherwi se give witten
consent to any person, firm or corporation for the
manuf acture or use thereof on a royalty basis or for such
ot her consideration as the board deens proper.

3. Take any action necessary, including |egal action
to protect the sane against inproper or unlawful use of
i nfringenent.

4. Enforce the collection of any suns due the board
for the manufacture or use thereof by any other party.

5. Sell any of the sane and execute all instrunents
necessary to consunmate any such sal e.

6. Do all other acts necessary and proper for the
execution of powers and duties provided by this paragraph

(k) Each board of trustees shall provide rules
governi ng parking and the direction and flow of traffic within
canpus boundaries and nay hire appropriate personnel to
enforce canmpus parking rules. Such persons have no authority
to arrest or issue citations for noving traffic violations.
The board of trustees may adopt, by rule, a uniformcode of
appropriate penalties for violations. Such penalties, unless
ot herwi se provided by |law, may include the |evying of fines,

t he wi t hhol di ng of diplomas or transcripts pending conpliance
with rules or paynent of fines, and the inposition of
probation, suspension, or disnissal. Moneys collected from
parking rule infractions shall be deposited in appropriate
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funds at each community college for student financial aid
pur poses.
(1)1. Each board of trustees may adopt rul es,

procedures, and policies related to shatt——previde—+or the

appoi nt nent, enploynment, and renoval of personnel. The board

shal | determ ne the conpensation, including salaries and
fringe benefits, and other conditions of enploynent for such
personnel, including the president.

2. The board is authorized to enter into a contract
with the president in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter. Any such contract may fix the duration of enpl oynent
and the conpensation therefor and may contain any other terns
and conditions the board deens appropriate. In addition, the
board nay furnish the president with the use of a notor
vehicle or an allowance in lieu thereof. |If any such vehicle
is furnished, the board shall determne and fix the naxi mum
noncol | ege use of the same. Each board of trustees shall—no
Fater—than—Juby—3—1984,-adopt, by rul e, procedures governing
t he enpl oynent and dismi ssal of the community coll ege
president. Such rule shall be incorporated into the contract
for enpl oynent.

(m Each board of trustees may provide for recognition
of enpl oyees who have contributed outstanding and neritorious
service in their fields and may adopt and inplenent a program
of neritorious service awards to enpl oyees who propose
procedures or ideas that whieh are adopted and that whieh will
result in elimnating or reducing community coll ege

expendi tures or inmproving community coll ege operations. The
community college is authorized to expend funds for such
recognition and awards. An Ne award granted under the

provi sions of this paragraph nay not exceed $2,000 or 10
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percent of the first year's gross savings, whichever is
greater.

(n) Each board of trustees may adopt rules,
procedures, and policies related to students, enrollnent of
students, student activities, provide—for | oans, schol arshi ps,
and ot her student services.

(o) Each board of trustees may adopt rul es,

procedures, and policies related to ri sk managenent, safety,

security, and irs—atthertzed—to—estabHsh—apotey—for | aw

enforcenent operations. Each board of trustees is authorized

to enpl oy personnel to carry out the duties inposed by this
par agr aph.

(p) Each board of trustees is authorized to contract
for the purchase, | ease, or acquisition in any nmanner
(i ncluding purchase by installment or |ease-purchase contract
whi ch may provide for the paynent of interest on the unpaid
portion of the purchase price and for the granting of a
security interest in the itens purchased) of goods, nmaterials,

equi pnent, and services required by the college. The board of

trustees nay choose to consol i dat e have—sueh equi prment
contracts eonseoH-dated under nmaster equi pnent financing
agreenents made pursuant to s. 287.064.

(q) Each board of trustees is authorized to establish
and nmai ntain a personnel exchange program-by which persons
enpl oyed within the conmunity coll ege as vocationa
i nstructors and conpar abl e adni ni strative and professiona
staff may be exchanged with persons enployed in like
capacities by institutions of higher |earning which are not
under the jurisdiction of the community coll ege, by units of
governnment either within or without this state, or by private
i ndustry. The salary and benefits of community coll ege and
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state personnel participating in the exchange program shall be
continued during the period of tine they participate in the
exchange program and such personnel shall be deened to have
no break in creditable or continuous state service or

enpl oynent during the period of tine in which they participate
in the exchange program The salary and benefits of persons
participating in the personnel exchange program who are

enpl oyed by institutions, units of governnment, or private

i ndustry shall be paid by the originating enployers of those
participants. The duties and responsibilities of a person
participating in the exchange program shall be the sane as
those of the person he or she repl aces.

(r) Each board of trustees is authorized to enter into
contracts to provide a State Community Col | ege System Opti onal
Retirenment Program pursuant to s. 240.3195 and to enter into
consortia with other boards of trustees for this purpose.

(s) Each board of trustees has responsibility for
ensuring that students have access to general education
courses as identified in rule; requiring no nore than 60
senester hours of degree program coursework, including 36
senester hours of general education coursework, for an
associate in arts degree; notifying students that earned hours
in excess of 60 senester hours nmay not be accepted by state
universities; notifying students of unique program
prerequisites identified pursuant to s. 240.209(5)(f); and
ensuring that degree program coursework beyond genera
educati on coursework is consistent with degree program
prerequi site requirenents adopted pursuant to s.

229.551(1) (f)5.

(t) Each board of trustees is authorized to borrow

funds and incur debt, including the issuance of revenue bonds
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as specifically authorized in ss. 239.117(17) and 240. 35(13),

only for the new construction of educational facilities. At

the option of the board of trustees, bonds nmay be issued which

are secured by a conbination of revenues authorized to be

pl edged to bonds pursuant to ss. 239.117(17) and 240. 35(13).
(u) Each board of trustees may adopt rul es,

procedures, and policies related to conpliance with federal

| aws, regul ations, and requirenents.

(v) Each board of trustees may adopt rul es,

procedures, and policies related to institutional governance,

adm ni stration, and nanagenent in order to pronote orderly and

efficient operation, including, but not limted to, financial

managenent, budget managenent, physical -pl ant managenent, and

property nmanagenent.

(w) Each board of trustees may adopt rul es,

procedures, and policies related to data or technol ogy,

including but not limted to, infornation systens,

communi cati ons systens, conputer hardware and software, and

net wor ks.
(x) Each board of trustees may adopt rul es,

procedures, and policies related to the use, nmintenance,

protection, and control of buildings and grounds, property, or

equi pnent .
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
| aw.
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