Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2340

By Senat or Fornman

32-482A- 98
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to indoor air quality; anending
3 s. 381.0101, F.S., relating to environnental
4 heal t h professionals; defining the term"indoor
5 envi ronnent al eval uation"; providing duties of
6 the environnental health professionals advisory
7 board; anendi ng standards for certification
8 anendi ng fees for certification; requiring the
9 adnmi ni strators of certain health care
10 institutions and educational institutions, and
11 the operators of child care facilities,
12 annually to conplete coursework in the
13 identification of indoor-air-quality problens
14 and neasures for elinnating or reduci ng such
15 problens; requiring architects who subnmit
16 proposal s for building or renovating health
17 care facilities and child care facilities to
18 conpl ete such instruction; requiring the
19 Departnent of Health to provide the instruction
20 to certain adm nistrators and architects;
21 requiring the Departnent of Education to
22 provide such instruction to heads of schools
23 and to presidents of colleges and universities,
24 or their designees, to risk managers and
25 nmai nt enance supervisors in those educationa
26 institutions, and to architects who submt
27 proposal s for building or renovating
28 educational facilities; providing an effective
29 dat e.
30
31| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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1 Section 1. Section 381.0101, Florida Statutes, is

2 | anended to read:

3 381.0101 Environmental health professionals.--

4 (1) LEG SLATI VE | NTENT. - - Persons responsi bl e for

5] providing technical and scientific eval uations of

6 | environnental health and sanitary conditions in business

7 | establishnents and conmunities throughout the state may create
8| a danger to the public health if they are not skilled or

9 | conpetent to performsuch evaluations. The public relies on

10 | the judgnent of environnental health professionals enployed by
11 | both governnent agencies and industries to assure themthat

12 | environnental hazards are identified and renoved before they
13 | endanger the health or safety of the public. The purpose of

14 | this section is to assure the public that persons specifically
15| responsible for performng environnental health and sanitary
16 | eval uati ons have been certified by examination as conpetent to
17 | perform such worKk.

18 (2) DEFINITIONS.--As used in this section, the term
19 (a) "Board" neans the Environmental Health

20 | Prof essional s Advi sory Board.

21 (b) "Departnent" neans the Departnent of Health.

22 (c) "Environnental health" nmeans that segnent of

23 | public health work which deals with the exani nation of those
24 | factors in the human environnment which nay conprom se ihpact
25 | atdversety—on the health status of an individual or the public.
26 (d) "Environnental health professional" neans a person
27 | who is enployed to assess or is assigned the responsibility

28 | for assessing the environnental health or sanitary conditions
29 | within a building, on an individual's property, or within the
30 | coommunity at |arge, and who has the know edge, skills, and

31| abilities to carry out these tasks.
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1 (e) "Certified" neans a person who has displ ayed

2 | conpetency to perform eval uati ons of environnental or sanitary
3| conditions through exani nation

4 (f) "Registered sanitarian" or "R S." neans a person
5| who has been certified by either the National Environnental

6 | Heal th Association or the Florida Environnental Health

7 | Associ ation as know edgeabl e in the environnmental health

8 | profession.

9 (g) "Primary environnental health prograns progran

10 | neans t hose prograns determ ned by the departnent to be

11 | essential for providing basic environnental and sanitary

12 | protection to the public. At a mninmm these progranms nust
13 | shalt+ i nclude food hygi ene eval uati ons, indoor environnental
14 | eval uations, and onsite sewage treatnent and di sposal system
15 | eval uati ons.

16 (h) "Indoor environnental eval uation" neans any

17 | assessnent or eval uation of the environnental conditions,

18 | pollutants, and exposure nechanisns that may have, or are

19 | suspected to have, acute or chronic adverse health effects on
20 | the buil ding occupants, except neasurenents for radon, |ead,
21 | or asbestos. Measurenent, evaluation, or interpretation of

22 | environnmental conditions, pollutants, or exposure nechani sns
23 | constitutes an indoor environnental eval uation

24 (3) CERTIFI CATI ON REQUI RED. - - A Ne person may not shat
25 | perform environnental health, indoor environnental, or

26 | sanitary evaluations in any prinmary program area of

27 | environnental health wi thout being certified by the departnent
28 | as conpetent to perform such eval uations. TFhe—+reguirerents—of
29 | this—section—shatH—not—bermandatory—for—persons—performng

30 | iaspections—of—pubtc—food—service—estabH-shrents—tHecensed

31 | under—chapter—509+—
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(4) ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONALS ADVI SORY
BOARD. --The State Health O ficer shall appoint an advisory
board to assist the departnent in the adopti on promutgation of
rules for certification, testing, establishing standards,
i ncludi ng establishing requirements for field standardi zi ng of

envi ronnent al heal th professional s, and seeki ng enforcenent

actions against certified professionals and uncertified

i ndi viduals who are performng environnental health or

sanitary evaluations without certification

(a) The board shall consist be—econptised of the

Division Director for Environnental Health or his or her

desi gnee, one individual for each prinmary area who will be

certified under this section, three individuals who are ene
iaci-vietat not enpl oyed in a governnental capacity who wH—of
doees enploy & certified environnental health professionals in
each prinmary area ptofesstonal, three individuals ene
indivi-duat- whose busi nesses are business—+s or will be

eval uated by a certified environnental health professional

and a resident eitizen of the state who neither enploys nor is

routinely evaluated by a person certified under this section
(b) The board shall advise the departnent as to the

m ni nrum st andards of conpetency and proficiency which are

necessary for obtaining te—ebtatn certification in a prinmary

area of environnmental health practice

1. The board shall recomrend prinary areas of
environnental health practice in which environmental health
prof essionals should be required to obtain certification

2. The board shall recomend m ni mum st andards of
practice which the departnent shall incorporate into rule.

3. The board shall evaluate and recommrend to the
departnment existing registrations and certifications which
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1| meet or exceed m ni mum departnent standards and shoul d,

2 | therefore, exenpt holders of such certificates or

3| registrations fromconpliance with this section

4 4. The board shall hear appeals of certificate

5] denials, revocation, or suspension and shall advise the

6 | departnent as to the disposition of such an appeal

7 5. The board shall neet as often as necessary, but no
8 | l ess than sem annual Iy, handl e appeals to the departnent, and
9 | conduct other duties of the board.

10 6. Menbers of the board shall receive no conpensation
11| but shall be reinbursed for per diemand travel expenses in
12 | accordance with s. 112.061

13 (5) STANDARDS FOR CERTI FI CATI ON. - - The depart nment shal
14 | adopt rules that establish nininum standards of educati on,

15| training, or experience for those persons subject to this

16 | section. The rules shall al so address ethical standards of

17 | practice for the profession

18 (a) Persons enployed as environnmental health

19 | professionals shall exhibit a know edge of rules and
20 | principles of environnental and public health law in Florida
21 | through exam nation. No person shall conduct environnental
22 | health evaluations in a primary program area unl ess he or she
23| is currently certified in that programarea or works under the
24 | direct supervision of a certified environnental health
25 | prof essi onal
26 1. Al persons who begin enploynment in a prinmary
27 | environnental health programon or after Septenber 21, 1994,
28 | must be certified in that programwi thin 6 nonths after
29 | enpl oynent .
30 2. Persons enployed in a primary environnental health
31| programprior to Septenber 21, 1994, shall be consi dered
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certified while enployed in that position and shall be
required to adhere to any professional standards established
by the departnent pursuant to paragraph (b), conplete any
conti nui ng education requirenents inposed under paragraph (d),
and pay the certificate renewal fee inposed under subsection
(7).

3. Persons enployed in a primary environnental health
program prior to Septenber 21, 1994, who change positions or
program areas and transfer into another prinmary environnental
health program area on or after Septenber 21, 1994, nust be
certified in that programw thin 6 nonths after enpl oynent
steh—transfer, except that they will not be required to
possess the col |l ege degree required under paragraph (e).

4. Registered sanitarians shall be considered
certified in the prinmary areas of food hygi ene and onsite

sewage treatnent and di sposal and shall be required to adhere

to any professional standards established by the departnent
pursuant to paragraph (b).

(b) At a mininum the departnent shall establish
standards for professionals in the areas of food hygiene,
i ndoor environnental eval uation,and onsite sewage treatnment

and di sposal

(c) Those persons conducting prinary environnental
heal t h eval uations shall be certified by exam nation to be
know edgeable in any primary area of environnental health in
which they are routinely assigned duties.

(d) Persons who are certified shall renew their
certification biennially by conpleting not |ess than 24
contact hours of continuing education in courses approved by

t he advi sory board for each programarea in which they

mai ntain certification
6
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(e) Applicants for certification shall have graduated
froman accredited 4-year college or university with ngjor
coursework in environnmental health, environnental science,
engi neering, industrial hygi ene,or a physical or biologica

sci ence.
(f) Public sector enployees who performindoor

envi ronnental eval uations as part of their assigned duties are

subject to all provisions of this section except exanination

costs. Enpl oyees of county health departnment environnenta

health sections, as part of the indoor air assistance program

are exenpt from examination fees. Public enployees of state

agenci es, counties, or nunicipalities who performindoor

environnental evaluations as a service to the public shall be

certified and are subject to all applicable fees.
(6) (a) EXEMPTI ONS. - - A person who conducts prinmary
environnental eval uations in food hygi ene and onsite sewage

treat nent and di sposal evatdatien activities and nmmintains a

current registration or certification fromanother state
agency that has whieh exani ned the person's know edge of the
primary program areas of food hygi ene and onsite sewage

treat nent and di sposal area and requires conparabl e continuing

education to maintain the certificate shall not be required to
be certified by this section. Exanptes—of Persons who are not
subject to certification in the prinmary areas of food hygi ene

and onsite sewage treatnent and di sposal include are

physicians, registered dietitians, certified |aboratory
personnel, and regi stered nurses.
(b) Al individuals who performindoor environnental

eval uations nust be certified. The advisory board nay adopt

rul es that exenpt specific groups of professionals on a

case- by-case basis.

7

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2340
32-482A-98

1 (7) FEES. --The departnent shall charge fees in anounts
2 | necessary to neet the cost of providing each certification

3| Fees for certification in the primary food program areas of

4 | food hygi ene and onsite sewage treatnent and di sposal nust

5 | shat+ be no less than $25 nor nore than $300 and nust shat be
6| set by rule. Fees for certification in the prinary program

7 | area of indoor environnental evaluation nust be no I ess than
8 [$100 nor nore than $600. Applicati on, exani nation, and

9| certification costs nust shatt+ be included in this fee. Fees
10 | for renewal of a certificate nust shatt be no I ess than $25
11 | nor nore than$500$1+56 per biennium

12 (8) PENALTIES. --The departnent may deny, suspend, or
13 | revoke a certificate or inpose an administrative fine of up to
14 | $500 for each violation of this section or a rule adopted

15 | under this section or may pursue any other enforcenent action
16 | aut hori zed by law. Any person who has had a certificate

17 | revoked may not conduct environnental health evaluations in a
18 | primary programarea for a mninmumof 5 years after fremthe
19 | date of revocation

20 Section 2. Instruction in indoor-air-quality problens
21| required. --

22 (1) The chief adninistrator of each health care

23| institution and of each educational institution specified in
24 | this section shall annually conplete 8 contact hours of

25| instruction in the identification of indoor-air-quality

26 | probl ens and neasures for elinmnating or reduci ng such

27 | probl ens.

28 (2) The Departnent of Health shall provide the

29 | instruction required under subsection (1) to:

30 (a) The administrator of each hospital licensed in

31| this state or his or her designee.
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(b) The administrator of each nursing hone licensed in

this state or his or her designee.

(c) The administrator of an assisted living facility

or his or her designee.

(d) The administrator of an anbul atory surgical center

or an outpatient clinic or his or her designee.

(e) The operator of a child care facility or his or

her desi gnee.

(f) Architects who submt proposals for building or

renovating hospitals, nursing hones, assisted |living

facilities, anbulatory surgical centers, outpatient clinics,

or child care facilities in this state. Beginning July 1,

1999, an architect nust have conpleted 8 hours of such

instruction during the 12 nonths before he or she is awarded a

contract for building or renovating any structure described in

t hi s paragraph.

(3) The Departnent of Education shall provide the

i nstruction described in subsection (1) to the principal or

headnaster or headm stress of each public or private school in

this state or to his or her designee, to the president of each

public or private college or university in this state or to

his or her designee, and to the risk nanager and the person

responsi bl e for supervising mai ntenance personnel in each of

t hose school s, colleges, and universities. The Departnent of

Education shall al so provide such instruction to architects

who submit proposals for building or renovating facilities for

a school, college, or university in this state, and, begi nning

July 1, 1999, an architect nmust have conpleted 8 hours of such

courses, or of the sinmlar courses offered by the Departnent

of Health, in the 12 nonths before he or she is awarded a

contract to build or renovate any such school facility.
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1 Section 3. This act shall take effect October 1, 1998.
2
3 EE IR b S b b I S b O b b I S S b b I I b R B S b
4 SENATE SUVMMARY
5 Amends_ st andards and fees charged for the certification
of environnmental health profesSionals. Adds provisions
6 relating to i ndoor environnental evaluations, as defined
in this act. Requires adm nistrators of certain health
7 care, child care, and educational facilities, and risk
nanaPers and nmi nt enance _supervi sors for educati onal ]
8 facilTities, to conplete 8 hours per year of coursework in
identifying and elimnating or redUC|n?
9 i ndoor-air-quality ﬂroblens. Requi res the Departnent of
Health to offer such coursework to health care
10 adm ni strators_and architects who bid on health care or
child care facilities. Requires the Departnment of
11 Education to offer the coursework to specified educators,
to architects who bid on educational facilities, and to
12 ri sk managers and nai ntenance supervisors for those
facilities.
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
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