Florida Senate - 1998 CS for SB 2350

By the Committee on Education and Senator Cow n

304- 2075A- 98

1 A bill to be entitled

2 An act relating to education; anending s.

3 229.57, F.S.; authorizing the Conm ssioner of

4 Education to establish criteria for exenpting a

5 student fromtaking certain parts of the high

6 school conpetency test; anmending s. 232. 2466,

7 F.S.; nodifying the criteria for awarding a

8 differentiated coll ege-ready diplom; providing

9 an effective date.

10

11| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

12

13 Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (3) of section
14 | 229.57, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

15 229.57 Student assessnent program --

16 (3) STATEW DE ASSESSMENT PROGRAM - - The conmmi ssioner is
17 | directed to design and inplenent a statew de program of

18 | educati onal assessnent that provides information for the

19 | i mprovenent of the operation and nmanagenent of the public
20 | school s. The program nust be designed, as far as possible, so
21| as not to conflict with ongoing district assessnent prograns
22| and so as to use information obtained fromdistrict prograns.
23 | Pursuant to the statew de assessnent program the conm ssioner
24 | shal I :
25 (c) Develop and inplenent a student achi evenent
26 | testing programas part of the statew de assessnent program
27| to be adnministered at designated tines at the el enentary,
28 | mi ddl e, and high school l|evels to neasure reading, witing,
29 | and mat hematics. The testing program nust be designed so
30| that:
31
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1. The tests neasure student skills and conpetencies
adopted by the state board as specified in paragraph (a). The
tests nust neasure and report student proficiency levels in
reading, witing, and mathematics. QOher content areas nay be
i ncluded as directed by the comi ssioner. The comn ssioner
shal |l provide for the tests to be devel oped or obtained, as
appropriate, through contracts and project agreenents with
private vendors, public vendors, public agencies,
post secondary institutions, or school districts. The
conmi ssioner shall obtain input with respect to the design and
i mpl erentation of the testing programfrom state educators and
the public.

2. The tests are criterion-referenced and i nclude, to
the extent deternined by the comissioner, itens that require
the student to produce infornmation or performtasks in such a
way that the skills and conpetencies he or she uses can be
nmeasur ed.

3. Each testing program whether at the elenentary,

m ddl e, or high school level, includes a test of witing in
whi ch students are required to produce witings which are then
scored by appropriate nethods.

4. A score is designated for each subject area tested,
bel ow which score a student's performance is deened
i nadequate. The school districts shall provide appropriate
remedi al instruction to students who score bel ow these |evels.

5. Al 11th grade students take a high schoo
conpet ency test devel oped by the state board to test m nimum
student perfornmance skills and conpetencies in reading,
writing, and mat hematics. The test nust be based on the skills
and conpet enci es adopted by the state board pursuant to
par agraph (a). Upon recomrendati on of the conm ssioner, the
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state board shall designate a passing score for each part of
t he high school conpetency test. |In establishing passing
scores, the state board shall consider any possible negative
i mpact of the test on minority students. The conmi ssi oner nay

establish criteria whereby a student who successfully

denonstrates proficiency in either reading or nmathematics or

both may be exenpted fromtaking the correspondi ng section of

t he high school conpetency test or the coll ege placenent test.

A student nust earn a passing score or have been exenpted from

oft each part of the high school conpetency test in order taken

to qualify for a regular high school diplom. The schoo
districts shall provide appropriate renedial instruction to
students who do not pass part of the conpetency test.

6. Participation in the testing programis nandatory
for all students, except as otherw se prescribed by the
conmi ssioner. The commi ssioner shall recommend rules to the
state board for the provision of test adaptations and
nodi fications of procedures as necessary for students in
exceptional education prograns and for students who have
limted English proficiency.

7. A student seeking an adult high school diplom nust
neet the sane testing requirenents that a regular high schoo
student nust neet.

The commi ssioner may design and i npl enment student testing
prograns for any grade | evel and subject area, based on
procedures desi gnated by the conmi ssioner to nonitor
educati onal achievenent in the state.

Section 2. Section 232.2466, Florida Statutes, is
amended to read:

232. 2466 Col |l ege-ready di pl onma program - -

3

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




Florida Senate - 1998 CS for SB 2350
304- 2075A- 98

(1) Beginning—wth—the—1997-1998-schoeol—year;-Each

school district shall award a differentiated col | ege-ready
di pl oma to each student who:
(a) Successfully conpletes the requirenents for a
standard hi gh school diploma as prescribed by s. 232.246;
(b) Has achieved a 3.0 weighted grade point average,

or its equivalent, in high school courses that are adopted by

the Board of Regents and recommended by the State Board of

© 00 N o O W DN PP

Community Col |l eges as col |l ege-preparatory acadeni ¢ courses;
and—Areng—cotrses—taken—to—fu-HH—the 24—acadenmc—credit
regurerent—a—student—rust—take:-

N
= O

|

22 (c){b)y Has obtained at | east the qualifying score for
23| the Florida Merit Scholars award on the conbi ned verbal and
24 | quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the

25| Schol asti c Assessnment Test, or the recentered Schol astic

26 | Assessnent Test of the Coll ege Entrance Exanination, or an

27 | equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program

28 | Takes—the—postsecondary—educati-on—common—pracenrent—test

29 | preseribet—in—s—24011+—or—an—egui-valent—test—identifiedby
30 | the—StateBoard—of—Education—before—graduation—and—scores—at
31
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area—
(2) For purposes of calculating the grade point

average to be used in deternining eligibility for a

col | ege-ready di pl oma, the departnent shall assign additiona

wei ghts to grades earned in courses identified in the Course

Code Directory as Advanced Pl acenent, pre-lnternationa

Baccal aureate, or International Baccal aureate. The depart nent

may assign additional weights to courses, other than those

described in this subsection, which are identified by the

Articul ati on Coordinating Conmttee as containing rigorous

academ c curriculum and performance standards. The additi ona

wei ght assigned to a course under this subsection nust not

exceed 0.5 per senester per course.

(3)t2) A college-ready diploma entitles a student to
admi ssion w thout placenent testing to a public postsecondary
education programthat termnates in a technical certificate,
an associate in science degree, or an associate in arts
degree, if the student enters postsecondary education within 2

years after earning the coll ege-ready dipl ona.

Section 3. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998.
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STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
CCNNITTEEBsgggngUTE FOR

The comm ttee substitute renpves fromthe bill sections ]
PFOVIdIng specific authority for the State Board of Education

o adopt "rules affecting dual-enrollnment prograns for high
school students and the articulation of foreign | anguage
conpet ency between secondary and postsecondary school s.
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