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Florida Senate - 1998 SB 2354
By Senator dary

7-1057A- 98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to a pilot baitfish tarpaulin
sei ne program establishing objectives for
eval uation of the seines; authorizing the
collection of fees frombaitfish tarpaulin
sei ne | andi ngs and the use of revenues for
eval uation of the program providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Departnent of Environnental Protection

is authorized to conduct a 2-year study to evaluate the

existing pilot programcreated in section 42 of chapter
97-160, Laws of Florida, and section 24 of chapter 97-164,
Laws of Fl orida.

(1) The study shall determ ne:

(a) The effect of the pilot programon the health and

abundance of each baitfish species authorized for harvest with

the tarpaulin seine;

(b) The potential for inpacting nontargeted species

with the gear and equi pnent; and

(c) VWhether the durability and structural integrity of

the tarpaulin seines is sufficient to mnimze potenti al

envi ronnent al danage and the need for cleanup activities.
(2) The study shall include, but not be limted to,
fi shery-dependent, onboard observations. The results of the

study shall be used to determ ne the future managenent of
baitfish stocks in Northwest Florida.
(3) The departnent may |l evy and adninister fees on al

sal twat er products caught and | anded by use of baitfish
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1| tarpaulin seines |licensed under section 42 of chapter 97-160,
2| Laws of Florida, and section 24 of chapter 97-164, Laws of

3| Florida. The fees nmust be based on pounds of saltwater

4 | products |anded and may not exceed 1 cent per pound. Al fees
5] coll ected under this subsection shall be deposited into the

6 | Mari ne Resource Conservation Trust Fund for use as provided in
7 | subsection (4).

8 (4) Fees shall be used to defray the cost of onboard

9 | observations of vessels |licensed under the pilot program

10 | Excess fees may be used by the departnent to further the goals
11 | of the study.

12 (5) The departnent shall provide the Marine Fisheries
13| Conmission with an interimstatus report by October 1, 1999,
14 | and shall provide the comission and Legislature a fina

15| report by Cctober 1, 2000.

16 (6) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 120. 54,
17 | Florida Statutes, the departnment shall inplenent this section
18 | wi thout the adoption of rules.

19 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
20| l aw.
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24 Aut horizes a 2-year study for the Departnent of
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Legi sl ature. Provides an appropriation and requires

26 reports.
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