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Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 243
By Representative Goode

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to unlawful canpaign practices;
anending s. 104.271, F.S.; prohibiting a
candi date from maki ng a fal se statenent of
mat eri al fact about an opposi ng candi dat e;
providing a penalty; providing for conplaints
al | egi ng, and hearings on, such statenents;
providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsection (2) of section 104.271, Florida
Statutes, is anended to read:

104. 271 False or nmmlicious charges against, or false
statenents about, opposing candi dates; penalty.--

(2) Any candidate who, in a primary election or other
el ecti on, wth—actuat—ratice nakes or causes to be nade any
fal se statenent of material fact about an opposing candi date
whieh—s—fatse is guilty of a felony of the third degree,
puni shable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, or s.

775. 084 vietation—of—this—coede. An aggrieved candi date may
file a conplaint with the Division of Elections pursuant to s.

106. 25. The division shall adopt rules to provide an expedited
hearing before the Florida El ections Conmi ssion of conplaints
filed under this subsection. Notw thstandi ng any other
provision of law, the Florida El ecti ons Conm ssi on shal
assess a civil penalty of up to $5,000 agai nst any candi date
found in violation of this subsection, which shall be
deposited to the account of the General Revenue Fund of the
state.

Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 1997.
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