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HB 253, First Engrossed/ntc

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to ad val oremtax
adm ni stration; amending s. 197.222, F.S.
providing that the tax collector nay accept a
| ate paynent of the first installnent of ad
val orem taxes prepaid by the install nent
net hod; providing a penalty; providing for
di stribution of penalty revenue; providing an
ef fective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (1) and
subsection (4) of section 197.222, Florida Statutes, 1996
Suppl enent, as anended by chapter 96-288, Laws of Florida, are
amended to read:

197. 222 Prepaynent of estinmated tax by install nment
net hod. - -

(1) Ad valoremtaxes on any real property with nore
t han $100 of estimated taxes due may be prepaid in
installments as provided in this section. A taxpayer who
el ects to prepay taxes shall make paynents based upon an
estimated tax equal to the actual taxes |evied upon the
subj ect property in the prior year. Such taxpayer shal
conplete and file an application for each parcel to prepay
such taxes by installnment with the tax collector prior to My
1 of the year in which the taxpayer elects to prepay taxes in
installments pursuant to this section. The application shal
be made on forns supplied by the departnent and provided to
the taxpayer by the tax collector. After subm ssion of an
initial application, a taxpayer shall not be required to
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submt additional annual applications as long as he or she
continues to elect to prepay taxes in installnents pursuant to
this section. However, if in any year the taxpayer does not so
el ect, reapplication shall be required for a subsequent

el ection to do so. |Installnment paynents shall be nade
according to the foll owi ng schedul e:

(a) The first paynent of one-quarter of the total
amount of estimated taxes due shall be nade not |ater than
June 30 of the year in which the taxes are assessed. A
6- percent di scount applied against the anmount of the
install ment shall be granted for such paynent. The tax
collector may accept a late paynent of the first install nent

under this paragraph within 30 days after June 30; such late

payment nust be acconpani ed by a penalty of 5 percent of the

amount of the install nent due.

(4) The noneys coll ected under this section shall be
pl aced in an interest-earning escrow account. The taxes and
penalties collected shall be distributed as provided in s.
197.383. The interest earned on this account shall be
distributed as provided in s. 197.383 or, at the option of the
tax collector, as provided in s. 219.075(2).

Section 2. This act shall take effect January 1, 1998.
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