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Florida Senate - 1998 (NP) SR 2552

By Senator Silver

38-1832-98 See HR
Senat e Resol uti on No.
A resolution in recognition of Congregation
Beth David, Mam's original Jew sh
congregation, on its 85th anniversary.

WHEREAS, | ong before the hundreds of thousands of Jews
who now live in South Florida noved to this state and created
a presence as one of Anerica's |largest Jewi sh communiti es,
Congregation Beth David existed, and

WHEREAS, a spiritual hone to nore than 70 Key Bi scayne
fam lies, the congregation was founded in 1912 by a handful of
pi oneers who cane fromKey West to live in the frontier town
of Mam , and

WHEREAS, religious services for the Beth David
congregation were originally held in private hones with | aynen
officiating, and Beth David nenbers established a Jew sh
section at the Gty of Mam cenetery, and

WHEREAS, as the congregation grew, services took place
in public halls until 1916, when congregates purchased a
permanent hone at N.E. 8th Street and 2nd Avenue in the heart
of town, and

WHEREAS, in 1949, the congregation noved to the
| andnmar k cl assi cal sanctuary on Coral Way at S.W 26 Road,
near Key Biscayne, and

WHEREAS, the tenple has since grown to include a schoo
building, offices, alibrary, a ballroom and a Judaica
nmuseum and

WHEREAS, M ami's pioneer synagogue conmmenorated its 85
years in Mam during Shabbat service on Novenber 22, 1997,
and
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1 WHEREAS, Congregation Beth David is proud of its
2| historical significance as Mam's pioneer Jew sh congregation
3| and |l ooks forward to continuing its role as the |eading
4] congregation in the Mam comunity, NOW THEREFORE,
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6| Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
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8 That the Senate of the State of Florida hereby

9 | recogni zes Congregation Beth David, Mam's first Jew sh
10 | congregation, on its 85th anniversary.

11 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution
12 | be presented to Rabbi David O er of Congregation Beth David as
13| a tangi bl e token of the sentinents expressed herein.
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