Florida Senate - 1998 CS for SB"s 2562 & 1836

By the Cormittee on Natural Resources and Senators Laurent,
Br own- Wi t e and Latval a

312-2130-98
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to water nanagenent districts;
3 anending s. 373.421, F.S.; authorizing the use
4 of a d obal Positioning Systemin conducting
5 surveys of wetlands; anending s. 373.536, F.S.
6 requiring the Executive Office of the Governor
7 to present recomendati ons for water nanagenent
8 district programpriorities and legislation to
9 the Legislature; providing that the Legislature
10 shal | adopt or nodify programpriorities for
11 wat er managenent district budgets; providing
12 that the districts shall incorporate these
13 programpriorities in devel oping their budgets;
14 providing that the Executive Ofice of the
15 Governor shall deternine whether each
16 district's budget is consistent with the
17 applicabl e programpriorities; providing that
18 t he Executive O fice of the Governor shal
19 di sapprove those portions of a water nmnagenent
20 district's budget that are determned to be
21 i nconsistent with applicable program
22 priorities; creating s. 373.0835, F.S.
23 creating the I ndependent Public Fiscal Ofice
24 to provide fiscal oversight of each water
25 managenent district on behalf of the people of
26 the state; providing protection for enployees
27 of the water managenent districts and
28 i ndependent contractors; providing an effective
29 dat e.
30
31| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
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Section 1. Subsection (8) is added to section 373.421
Fl orida Statutes, to read

373.421 Delineation nethods; formal determ nations.--
(8) \Whenever a survey or certified survey of

del i neated wetl and boundaries is required for any purpose

under this chapter, the survey nay be perforned by

conventional nmethods of | and surveying or by use of a doba

Positioning System (GPS). Wien a GPS is used in the survey,

t he equi pnent nust provide for subneter or |ess accuracy and

nust be operated by, or under the supervision of, a registered

| and surveyor licensed in this state or by an individua

specifically trained in the use of the nake, type, and node

of the GPS equi pnent bei ng enpl oyed. Presence of the

regi stered surveyor's seal and signature constitutes proof

that the survey was conducted by or under the supervision of a

regi stered |land surveyor licensed in this state. A survey of

wet | and boundaries using GPS which is conducted in accordance

with this section is not an approxi mate wetl and del i neati on

for purposes of the rul es adopted under subsection (2).
Section 2. Subsection (6) is added to section 373. 536,
Fl orida Statutes, to read
373.536 District budget and hearing thereon. --
(6)(a) For water managenent district fiscal year

1999- 2000 and each fiscal year thereafter, the Legislature

shal|l statutorily adopt or nodify programpriorities for water

managenent district budgets. The Executive Ofice of the

Governor shall present to the Legislature by February 1, 1999,

and annually thereafter, recommended programpriorities for

wat er managenent districts and recomended legislation to

statutorily adopt or nodify programpriorities for water

managenent budgets for the coning fiscal year. The program
2
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priorities may vary for each district and shall be based on

the statutorily nmandated prograns and activities of the

districts and the particular needs within each district in the

four areas of responsibility as |listed in paragraph (5)(a).

(b) Beginning in fiscal year 1999-2000, and annually

thereafter, each water managenent district shall incorporate

the applicable programpriorities in the devel opnent of its

budget .
(c) As part of its review of water nmanagenent district

budgets pursuant to this section, the Executive Ofice of the

Governor shall deternine whether each district's budget is

consistent with the applicable programepriorities. In

determ ning whether a district's budget is consistent with the

applicable programpriorities, the Executive Ofice of the

Governor shall consider coments on or objections to the

proposed budget by the public and nenbers of the Legislature,

i ncl udi ng conments and objections subnitted by the chairs of

t he House and Senate appropriations conmittees pursuant to

par agraph (5)(d); and the district's need to address natura

di sasters, other unforeseen circunstances, or issues of

substantial concern to the citizens of the region. By

Sept enber 15, 1999, and annually thereafter, the Executive

O fice of the Governor shall notify in witing the President

of the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,

and the chairs of the substantive and fiscal conmittees having

jurisdiction over water managenent district activities as to

all determ nations made pursuant to this subsection

(d) Based on the authority granted the Executive

O fice of the Governor to approve or di sapprove, in whole or

in part, the budget of each water managenent district in

par agraph (5)(a), and in accordance with the specific
3
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processes outlined in paragraph (5)(b), the Executive Ofice

of the Governor shall disapprove those portions of a water

managenent district's budget that it deternines, under

paragraph (c), are inconsistent with the applicable program

priorities.

Section 3. Section 373.0835, Florida Statutes, is
created to read

373.0835 |Independent Public Fiscal Ofice.--

(1) There is created the | ndependent Public Fisca

Ofice as part of the Joint Legislative Auditing Conmittee. It

is the duty of the office to provide fiscal oversight of each

wat er managenent district on behalf of the people of the

state. The fiscal staff enployed by the office shall work with

t he enpl oyees of the water managenent districts, analyze the

prograns and expenditures of each district, exam ne al

internal audit reports, and make reconmendations to the

gover ni ng board of each district about prograns and

expendi tures that are unnecessary or exceed the district's

authority as del egated by the Legislature.

(2) The committee shall enploy staff to work in the

mai n administrative office of each water managenent district

as foll ows:
(a) South Florida Water Managenent District, two

full-tine enpl oyees.

(b) Sout hwest Florida Water Managenent District, two

full-tine enpl oyees.

(c) Northwest Florida Water Managenent District, one

full-tinme enpl oyee.

(d) Suwannee River Water Managenent District, one

full-time enpl oyee.
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(e) St. Johns River Water Managenent District, one

full-tinme enpl oyee.

(3) Water managenent districts and i ndependent

contractors for the districts are prohibited fromtaking

retaliatory action against any enpl oyee who di scl oses

information to an enpl oyee of the | ndependent Public Fisca

O fice about any programor expenditure that is unnecessary or

exceeds the water nanagenent district's authority as del egated

by the Legi sl ature.
Section 4. This act shall take effect October 31,

1998.

STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED I N
COMW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE FOR
B 2562 and 1836

The comittee substitute includes all the provisions of SB
2562 and SB 1836 and al so i ncludes provisions that:

- Amend s, 373.421, F.S., to provide that whenever a survey
or certified survey of delineated wetland boundaries is
required for any Burpose under ch. , F.S., the survey
may be perforned by conventional nethods of [and
surveyi ng or by use of a dobal Positioning System (GPS)
Wen, a S is used in the survey, the equi prent nust
provide for subneter or |ess accuracy and nust be
operated by, or under the supervision of, a registered
| and  surveyor licensed in Florida or by an individua
specifically trained in the use of the nake, _type, and
nodel of the GPS equi pnent being enpl oyed. Thée presence
of the registered surveyor's seal and Signature
constitutées proof that the survey was conducted_bY or
under the supervision of a Florida-licensed, registered
I and surveyor. A survey of wetland boundaries using GPS
which is conducted in accordance with s. 373.421, F’S.
is not an approximate wetland delineation for purposes of
the rul es adopted under s. 373.421(2), F.S.

- Require the Executive Ofice of the Governor to present
to the Legislature by February 1, 1999, and annually
thereafter, recommended programopriorities for water
managenent districts and. reconmended | egislation to
statlUtorily adopt or nodify programpriorities for water
managenent ~ budgets for the com nhg fiscal year

The effective date of the bill is October 31, 1998.
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