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Florida Senate - 1998 (NP) SR 2630

By Senator Silver

38- 1835A-98
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution honoring Edward Villella, Founding
Artistic Director of Manm City Ballet and
reci pient of the National Medal of Arts.

VWHEREAS, Edward Villella has had one of the nobst
spectacul ar careers of any Anerican nal e dancer and, during
his perfornmance career with the New York City Ballet,
ori gi nated nurerous roles and introduced the public to
neocl assi cal and cl assical dance and the work of George
Bal anchi ne through his work on television's "Bell Tel ephone
Hour" and the Public Broadcasting series "Dance in Anerica,"
and

WHEREAS, Edward Villella was presented with the 1997
Nati onal Medal of Arts by President Wlliam dinton and First
Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton during cerenopnies on the South
Lawn of the White House on Septenber 29, 1997, and

VWHEREAS, on Decenber 7, 1997, Edward Villella was once
again greeted at the Wiite House by President Cinton as a
reci pient of the Kennedy Center Honors in recognition of his
artistic achievenents and contributions to the cultural life
of this country, and

WHEREAS, as Manm City Ballet enters its thirteenth
season, Edward Villella is exerting perhaps his greatest
i nfluence as the founding artistic director of a prenier dance
conpany that has presented over 81 ballets, including 32 world
prem eres, and that perforns throughout the United States and
in Europe, Israel, and Central and South Anerica, NOW
THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:
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f:

That the Florida Senate comends Edward Villella for
his achi evenents as an extraordinary perforner and al so for
his contribution to the state in nolding Mam City Ballet
into one of the fastest growi ng and nost exciting ballet
conpani es in the country.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this resolution,

with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be presented to Edward
Villella, Founding Artistic Director of Mam City Ballet.
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