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1 Senate Resolution No.
2 A resolution recognizing the life and courage
3 of John Edward "Zeke" Bagl ey.
4
5 WHEREAS, John Edward "Zeke" Bagley was a | eader and a
6| winner fromearly life; born Septenber 25, 1923, in
7| Cottondale, Florida, the son of George E. and Margaret Jarvis
8 | Bagl ey, he attended hi gh school in Cottondale, where he was an
9 | excell ent student, president of the student body, a nenber of
10 | the Beta G ub and the Four-H C ub, and salutatorian of his
11 | graduating cl ass, and
12 WHEREAS, John entered the University of Florida on a
13| full academ c schol arship but, shortly after the bonbing of
14 | Pear|l Harbor, he left college to volunteer as an aviation
15 ) cadet in the Arnmy Air Corps and conpl eted preflight training
16 | at Maxwel | Training Center in Mntgonery, Al abama and finished
17 | flight training as a navigator at the top of his class at
18 | Sel man Field in Monroe, Louisiana, and
19 WHEREAS, after serving in the Mediterranean Theater for
20 | several nonths, he was transferred to Engl and on speci al
21 | assignnment for missions to support the Nornmandy invasion, and
22 WHEREAS, on June 7, 1944, he left England in a C 47
23 | aircraft on an exceedingly dangerous nission to deliver vita
24 | ammunition to allied troops who had managed to advance from
25| the beach and were engaged in heavy conbat, and, even though
26 | the mi ssion was so dangerous that death was nore than a
27 | possibility, he and the rest of the crewdid their duty
28 | without flinching, and
29 WHEREAS, before they could deliver their cargo, the
30| plane was hit several tines by eneny fire and, after the pilot
31| ditched the aircraft, nost of the crew, although wounded, were
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1| able to exit the ship; however, John lost his life that day,
2| and

3 WHEREAS, after over 50 years, the people who had the
4 | privilege of knowi ng "Zeke" Bagley still renenber the young
5] man who was so gifted, so bright, so well-Iliked, and adnired,
6 | who gave his all for his country, and it is only proper that
7| this body recognize and renmenber his life and his courage,

8 | NOW THEREFORE,

9

10| Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

11

12 That the nenbers of this body celebrate the life of
13 | John Edward "Zeke" Bagley and renenber his ultimte sacrifice
14 | for his country.

15 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat a copy of this resolution
16 | with the Seal of the Senate affixed, be transmtted to the
17 | fanily of John Edward "Zeke" Bagley as a tangi ble token of the
18 | sentinents expressed herein.
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