© 00 N o O W DN PP

W WNNNNMNNMNNNNNNRRRERRPRPEPR R PR R
P O © 0 N O 00~ WNIRPLO O ®~NO®UuDMWNER O

Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1997 HB 271
By Representative Arnall

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to public assistance; creating
s. 414.103, F.S.; providing for screening of
applicants for and recipients of tenporary
assi stance or services under the "Wrk and Gain
Economic Sel f-sufficiency (WAGES) Act" for
illegal use of controlled substances; providing
responsibilities of the Departnent of Children
and Family Services; providing requirenents
relating to notice of and procedures for drug
testing; providing for randomtesting of
recipients; providing for certain retesting and
appeal of test results; providing for notice to
certain persons of |ocal substance abuse
assi stance prograns; providing circumstances
resulting inineligibility for or ternination
of tenporary assistance or services; providing
certain limtations; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 414.103, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
414.103 Screening for illegal use of controlled

subst ances. -- The Departnent of Children and Fanmily Services

shal | devel op and inplenent a programto screen applicants for

and recipients of tenporary assistance or services provided

under this chapter, for the illegal use of controlled

substances. Each applicant or recipient nust pass one or nore
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such screening tests as a condition for receiving or

continuing to receive such assi stance or services.

(1) Under this programthe departnment shall:

(a) Provide advance notice, or reasonable opportunity

for advance notice, of such screening to each applicant and

reci pient of tenporary assi stance or services. The notice

shal |l advise that there is a drug testing requirenent as a

condition for applying for and receiving tenporary assistance

or services under this chapter, and shall specify the

assi stance and services subject to this requirenent.

(b) Provide actual notice to each applicant and

reci pient, which shall advise that there is a drug testing

requirenent as a condition for applying for and receiving such

assi stance or services. The notice shall al so advise that the

required drug test nmay be avoided by not applying for or

receiving such assi stance or services.

(c) Provide a procedure to advise each person tested,

before the test is conducted, that he or she may, but is not

required to, advise the agent administering the test of any

prescription or over-the-counter nedication he or she is

t aki ng.
(d) Require each applicant and recipient to sign a

written acknow edgnent that he or she has received and

under st ood the notice and advi ce provi ded under paragraphs (b)
and (c).
(e) Provide a procedure for randomy requiring a

percent age of persons receiving tenporary assi stance or

services under this chapter to take the drug test provided for

under this section

(f) Provide a procedure to assure each person being

tested a reasonabl e degree of dignity while producing and
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submitting a urine, blood, or other sanple, consistent with

the state's need to ensure reliability of the sanple.

(g) Specify circunstances under which a person who

fails a drug test has the right to take one or nore additiona

t ests.
(h) Provide a procedure for appeal of drug test

results by a person who fails a test, and for advising the

appel l ant that he or she may, but is not required to, advise

appropriate staff of any prescription or over-the-counter

nedi cati on he or she has been taking.

(i) Notify each person who fails a drug test of the

| ocal substance abuse assistance prograns that may be

avail abl e to such person.

(j) Provide tine periods or other criteria under which

an applicant who fails a drug test nmay reapply for eligibility

for tenporary assi stance or services provided under this

chapter.
(k) Provide a 90-day rehabilitation period for a

recipient who fails a drug test, and provide for a retest at

the end of the 90-day period. Failure to pass the retest wll

result in the ternination of tenporary assistance or services

provi ded under this chapter.

(2) Screening provided under this section shall be

limted solely to the detection of the illegal use of

control |l ed substances and shall not be conducted for any other

pur pose. The departnent shall not devel op or inplenent any

procedure designed to advise | aw enforcenent authorities as to

whet her an applicant or recipient of tenporary assistance or

servi ces has passed or failed a drug test under this section
Section 2. This act shall take effect October 1, 1997.
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3
Requires the Departnent of Children and Fanmi |y Services

4 to develop and I nplement a programto screen applicants
for and recipients of tenporary assistance or services

5 under ch. 414, F.S., the "Wrk” and Gain Econom c
Self-suff|C|enc¥ (VAGES£ Act," for illegal use of ]

6 control |l ed substances. Provides requirenents, including
notice of and procedures for drug testing and procedureées

7 for retesting and appeal of test results. Provides
[imtations. Provides for randomtesting of a percentage

8 of recipients of tenporary assistance of services.
Provi des circunmstances resulting in ineligibility for or

9 term nation of assistance or services.
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