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25-1015- 98 See HB 3543
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to the Bonita Springs Fire
3 Control and Rescue District, Lee County;
4 providing for a codification of special |aws
5 relating to the Bonita Springs Fire Control and
6 Rescue District pursuant to s. 191.015, F.S.
7 providing legislative intent; codifying
8 reenacting and anending all prior special acts;
9 creating and establishing a fire control and
10 rescue district in said county and fixing the
11 boundaries of district; providing for a
12 gover ni ng body; prescribing the powers of the
13 board; authorizing the board to establish and
14 mai nt ai n energency nedi cal services and
15 equi pnent; authorizes the board to nmake rul es
16 and regul ations; providing procedure for
17 adopting a budget, giving the board the power
18 to tax; providing procedure for assessing and
19 collecting taxes; limting tax collector's
20 responsibility; providing for paynent of
21 expenses; requiring the treasurer to post a
22 bond; providing that such act shall be
23 construed liberally; providing for
24 severability; providing for the repeal of
25 chapters 65-1828, 68-90, 69-1242, 81-414,
26 96- 500, and 96-545, Laws of Florida, and
27 section 6 of 87-447, Laws of Florida; providing
28 an effective date.
29
30| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
31
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Section 1. Intent.--Pursuant to section 191. 015,

Fl orida Statutes, this act constitutes the codification of al

special acts relating to the Bonita Springs Fire Control and

Rescue District. It is the intent of the Legislature to

provide a single, conprehensive special act charter for the

district including all current legislative authority granted

to the district by its several |egislative enactnments and any

additional authority granted by this act. It is further the

intent of this act to preserve all district authority,

including the authority to annually assess and | evy agai nst

the taxabl e property in the district a tax not to exceed 3

mlls on the dollar of assessed val uation, except as provided

in chapter 97-340, Laws of Florida, chapter 191, Florida

Statutes, or any other applicable general or special |aw
Section 2. Codification.--Chapters 65-1828, 68-90,

69- 1242, 81-414, 96-500, and 96-545, Laws of Florida, and

section 6 of chapter 87-447, Laws of Florida, relating to the

Bonita Springs Fire Control and Rescue District, are codified,

reenact ed, anended, and repeal ed as provi ded herein.

Section 3. Creation.--There is established the Bonita

Springs Fire Control and Rescue District, an independent

special district, hereinafter referred to as the district,

whi ch shall include the foll owi ng described | ands:

Al of sections 13 and 14, 24 and 25, Township
47 South, Range 24 East; Lee County, Florida;

Sections 13 through 36 inclusive, Township 47
Sout h, Range 25 East, Lee County, Florida;
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All of Township 47 South, Range 26 East; Lee
County, Florida;

All of Township 48, Range 26 East, located in
Lee County, Florida;

All of Sections 2, 11 and 12, Township 47
Sout h, Range 24 East, Lee County, Florida;

Sections 1 through 4, Townshi p 48 South, Range
25 East in Lee County, Florida.
Section 4. Governing body.--The district shall be

governed by a board which shall consist of five (5) resident

el ectors of the district elected by a vote of the electors of

the district pursuant to chapter 97-340, Laws of Florida.

Section 5. Oficers; powers.--Wthin sixty (60) days

after the election of nenbers of the board, the nmenbers shal

neet and el ect fromthe nenbership a president, a secretary,

and a treasurer; provided, however, the sanme nenber nmay be

both secretary and treasurer. The district shall have and the

board nay exercise those general and special powers prescribed
by chapter 97-340, Laws of Florida, chapter 191, Florida
Statutes, or any other applicable general or special |aw, as

the act may be anended fromtine to tine.

Section 6. Enmergency nedical and rescue response

services.--The Bonita Springs Fire Control and Rescue District

is authorized to establish and nmintain energency nedi cal and

rescue response services and acquire and maintain rescue,

nedi cal, and other energency equi pnent, subject to the

provi sions of chapter 401, Florida Statutes.
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Section 7. Rules and regul ations.--The board is

authori zed to nake rules and regul ations for the prevention of

fires, fire control, and rescue work within the district. Such

rul es and regul ations, after being nade by the board and

copi es thereof signed by the president and the secretary, and

posted in at least three (3) public places within the

district, one (1) of which nust be the fire station or such

simlar place wherein the firefighting and rescue equi pnent is

normal |y kept, after ten (10) days shall have the force and

effect of | aw

Section 8. Budget.--For the purposes of carrying into

effect this act the board shall annually prepare, consider

and adopt a district budget pursuant to the applicable

requi renments of chapter 200, Florida Statutes, as it may be

amended fromtine to tine.

Section 9. Taxing authority.--The district board shal

fix and cause to be levied on all property of the district,

real and personal, a nillage sufficient to neet the

requi renments of the adopted budget; provided, however, three

(3) mills is the maxi numthat can be levied in any one (1)

year, except as provided in chapter 97-340, Laws of Florida,

chapter 191, Florida Statutes, or any other applicable genera

or special |aw

Section 10. Assessnent and coll ection of taxes.--Taxes

herein provided for shall be assessed and collected in the

sane nmanner and form as provided for the assessnent and

coll ection of county taxes.

Section 11. Tax collector's responsibility.--Wen such

taxes as provided for herein shall have been collected by the

tax collector of Lee County, he or she shall, on or before the

tenth (10th) day of each nonth, report to the secretary of the
4
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board the collections made for the preceding nonth and renit

the sanme to the treasurer of the board and take a receipt for

the sanme fromthe treasurer. Thereupon the tax collector shal

be relieved fromall other and further liability as to the

anount so paid the treasurer of the board

Section 12. Expenses.--All warrants for the paynent of

| abor, equi pnent, and ot her expenses of the board, and in

carrying into effect this act and the purposes thereof, shal

be payable by the treasurer of the board on accounts and

vouchers approved and aut hori zed by the board.

Section 13. Treasurer's bond.--The treasurer of the

board, when entering upon his or her duties, shall give a good

and sufficient bond to the Governor in the sumof five
t housand dollars ($5,000.00) for the faithful perfornmance of
his or her duties as treasurer, the premumfor such bond to

be paid fromdistrict funds.

Section 14. Construction.--This act shall be construed

as renedial and shall be liberally construed to pronote the

purpose for which it is intended.

Section 15. Effect.--1n the event that any part of

this act should be held void for any reason, such hol di ng

shall not affect any other part thereof.

Section 16. Repeal of prior special acts.--Chapters
65- 1828, 68-90, 69-1242, 81-414, 96-500, and 96-545, Laws of
Florida, and section 6 of chapter 87-447, Laws of Florida,

shal |l be repealed 10 days after the effective date of this

act .

Section 17. This act shall take effect upon beconming a
| aw.

5

CODING:Words st+ieken are deletions; words underlined are additions.




