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Florida Senate - 1998 (NP) SR 2724

By Senat or Fornman

32-2230-98
Senate Resolution No.
A resol ution conmenorating the Geat Irish
Fam ne and recogni zing the many Irish-Anmericans
and others living in Florida who support peace
in aunited Irel and.

VWHEREAS, in 1169 Britain invaded |Irel and and because of
their religion, |anguage, and race the Irish people were
expl oi ted, discrimnated against, and subjugated, and

WHEREAS, in 1704 the Penal Laws deprived Irish
Catholics of their civil rights and education, reducing them
to a condition of extrene and brutal ignorance, and
furthernore outlawed their religion and robbed themof their
| and, which was the only neans of enploynent, profit, and
subsi stence for the people of Ireland, and

WHEREAS, in 1845, the year of the potato blight, the
econony of Ireland was artificially designed for sole
dependence on the potato by three million Irish who were
forced to surrender all of their crops to the British
governnment to be sold for profit, and

VWHEREAS, Irish Catholics were forced to tithe and
ot herwi se support the state church, thereby bankrolling their
own oppression, and

VWHEREAS, between 1845-1850 in The Great Fam ne - The
Irish Hol ocaust, over one and a half mllion people died from
starvation, fever, cold, and execution for stealing food and
approximtely two nillion nore em grated while thousands of
starving nen, wonen, and children were inprisoned or deported
for stealing food, and

WHEREAS, sufficient food to abundantly feed every
person in Ireland was exported for profit and starving nen
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were forced to |l oad the cargo ships that would carry away the
food that could have saved their famlies' |ives, and

WHEREAS, during the harvest of death and eviction
nmenbers of the British Parlianent proclained that property
rights took precedence over the Irish peasants' right to
survive and the British official in charge of Irish Fanmine
relief professed that the Fami ne was "divine judgnent on a
wi cked and perverse people" and was an Act of God neted out to
a lazy and indolent Irish peasant popul ation, and

WHEREAS, British econonists advi sed agai nst assisting
the Irish agrarian systemand the "surplus" popul ati on was
urged to enigrate and public funds were used for sensel ess
projects like building roads that |ead nowhere while the
starving Irish were conmitted to workhouses that were soon
cl osed, leading to soup kitchens where Catholics were prom sed
food in return for denouncing their religion, and

WHEREAS, many of these immgrants died at sea in
wretched coffin ships or in quarantine canps and were buried
at sea or in unmarked graves while the renaining arrived
wi t hout food, clothing, resources, or enploynent potenti al
products of the British immigration projects, and yet their
contributions in industry, labor, arts, education, the
mlitary, and governnent have not been surpassed, and

WHEREAS, because of a shortage of experienced ship
pilots, nany nore died fromshi pwecks, or ironically, |anded
on uni nhabited i slands and died from starvati on, and

WHEREAS, so unnatural was the concept of enmigration to
the Irish that their |anguage had no word for it, the cl osest
neani ng was "exile or one who has been bani shed", and

VHEREAS, in 1847, known as Black '47, British |andl ords
evi cted over 500,000 starving and sick fanilies fromtheir
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honmes wi t hout notice by British |landlords, for nonpayment of
exorbitant rents, and nany of themdied fromcold and fever,
whil e their homes and possessions were destroyed to prevent
their further use, and

WHEREAS, 150,000 Irish imm grants fought and died in
the Anerican Civil War for a country and cause they hardly
knew, and

WHEREAS, hi storians, philosophers, and hunanitarians
agree that we have learned |l ess than we shoul d have | earned
fromthe Geat Irish Fam ne, and

WHEREAS, British Prine Mnister, Tony Blair, in
apol ogi zing to the Irish people proclained: "Those who
governed in London at the tine failed their people through
standing by while a crop failure turned into a nassive hunman
tragedy", NOW THEREFORE,

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the State of Florida:

That the Florida Senate comenorates the 150th
Anni versary of THE GREAT | RI SH FAM NE whi ch was a genoci de
against the Irish people and joins British Prinme Mnister Tony
Blair in celebrating the "resilience and courage of those
Irish nen and wonen. "

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Senate joins
the four million Irish-Anericans in Florida and all Floridians
in the dream for peace with justice in a united Irel and.
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