Fl orida Senate - 1998 SB 290
By Senator Klein

28-264- 98
1 A bill to be entitled
2 An act relating to paranedi cs and energency
3 nmedi cal technicians; creating s. 401.272, F.S.
4 aut hori zi ng paranedi cs and energency nedi ca
5 technicians to conduct certain del egated tasks;
6 providing legislative intent; specifying the
7 limted services to be rendered under specific
8 arrangenents; requiring the verification of
9 certain training and experience; providing a
10 construction clause; anending s. 401.265, F.S.
11 specifying additional liability provisions for
12 nmedi cal directors under certain circunstances;
13 anmending s. 401.411, F.S.; nodifying an action
14 for which certain personnel nmay be disciplined;
15 providing an effective date.
16
17 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
18
19 Section 1. Section 401.272, Florida Statutes, is
20| created to read:
21 401. 272 Linmted preventive health care tasks; energency
22 | nedi cal technicians and paranedics. --
23 (1) LEG SLATIVE | NTENT. --The purpose of this section
24| is to encourage the nore effective use of the skills of
25 | paranedi cs and energency nedi cal technicians by enabling
26 | energency nedi cal services' nedical directors to del egate
27 | limted preventive health care tasks to qualified paranedics
28 | and energency nedi cal technicians when such delegation is
29 | consistent with inproving the public's health and wel fare.
30 (2) PERFORVMANCE OF BLOOD PRESSURE SCREEN NG AND
31 | CH LDHOOD | MVUNI ZATI ONS BY PARAMEDI CS AND EMERGENCY MEDI CAL
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TECHNI ClI ANS. - - Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of law, a
par anedi ¢ or energency nedi cal technician nmay perform bl ood

pressure screening or chil dhood i nuni zation if the nedica

director verifies that the paranedic or energency nedica

technician is trained or experienced to render such services

under the supervision and specific protocol of a nedica

director.
Bl ood pressure screening nay only be perfornmed when

the nedical director has a signed agreenent to carry out such

functions as part of an Anerican Heart Association protoco

for referral and fol |l owp

(b) Childhood i mmuni zati ons nay only be perfornmed when

the nedical director has a witten agreenent with a county

heal t h departnent specifying a protocol for such

i nuni zati ons.
(3) VERIFI CATI ON OF TRAI NI NG AND EXPERI ENCE. - - Each
nedi cal director del egating bl ood pressure screeni ng or

chi | dhood i muni zation to a paranedi c or energency nedica

techni ci an nust verify and docurment in the energency nedica

services' licensure file that the paranedi c or energency

nedi cal technician has the appropriate trai ning and experience

to conduct bl ood pressure screening or chil dhood i muni zati ons

under this section. Such verification, using forns devel oped

by the departnent, nust be available for inspection by the

departnent as part of the departnent's routine |icensure

i nspection process.
(4) EXI STI NG PROGRAMS. - - This section may not be
construed to elininate or supersede existing laws relating to

ot her paranedi ¢ or energency nedi cal technician energency

nmedi cal services. It is the intent of this section to

suppl enent all such existing prograns relating to the
2
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1| certification and practice of paranedi cs and energency nedica
2 | technicians as authorized by | aw.

3 Section 2. Subsection (4) is added to section 401. 265,
4| Florida Statutes, to read

5 401. 265 Medical directors.--

6 (4) Each nedical director who uses a paranedic or

7 | energency nedical technician to perform bl ood pressure

8 | screening or chil dhood i nmuni zati on on any patient under a

9| protocol as specified in s. 401.272, which is not in the

10 | provision of energency care, is liable for any act or onmission
11 | of any paranedic or energency nedi cal technician acting under
12 | his or her supervision and control when perform ng such

13 | services.

14 Section 3. Subsection (1) of section 401.411, Florida
15| Statutes, is anended to read:

16 401.411 Disciplinary action; penalties.--

17 (1) The departnent may deny, suspend, or revoke a

18 | license, certificate, or pernmt or may reprinmand or fine any
19 | licensee, certificateholder, or other person operating under
20| this part for any of the follow ng grounds:
21 (a) The violation of any rule of the departnent or any
22 | provision of this part.
23 (b) Being found guilty of, or pleading nolo contendere
24 | to, regardless of adjudication in any jurisdiction, a crine
25| that relates to practice as an energency nedi cal technician or
26 | paranedic, or to practice in any other occupation, when
27 | operating under this part.
28 (c) Addiction to alcohol or any controlled substance.
29 (d) Engaging in or attenpting to engage in the
30 | possession, except in legitimte duties under the supervision
31
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of a licensed physician, or the sale or distribution of any
control |l ed substance as set forth in chapter 893.

(e) The conviction in any court in any state or in any
federal court of a felony, unless the person's civil rights
have been restored.

(f) Knowingly nmaking false or fraudul ent clains;
procuring, attenpting to procure, or renewing a certificate,
license, or pernit by fakery, fraudulent action, or
m srepresentation.

(g) Unprofessional conduct, including, but not linmted
to, any departure fromor failure to conformto the mninm
prevail i ng standards of acceptable practice as an energency
nedi cal technician or paranedic, including undertaking

activities that the energency nedical technician or paranedic

is not qualified by training or experience to perform

(h) Sexual msconduct with a patient, including
i nducing or attenpting to induce the patient to engage, or
engagi ng or attenpting to engage the patient, in sexua
activity.

(i) The failure to give to the departnent, or its
aut hori zed representative, true informati on upon request
regarding an all eged or confirnmed violation of this part or
rul e of the departnent.

(j) Fraudul ent or nisleading advertising or
advertising in an unauthorized category.

(k) Practicing as an energency nedi cal technician
paranedi c, or other health care professional operating under
this part w thout reasonable skill and safety to patients by
reason of illness, drunkenness, or the use of drugs,
narcotics, or chenmicals or any other substance or as a result
of any nental or physical condition.
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1 (1) The failure to report to the departnent any person

2| known to be in violation of this part.

3 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon becoming a

4] | aw
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7 SENATE SUMVARY

8 Provi des that nedical directors may all ow paranedi cs and
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10 for the acts of such persons when they are under the

11 nedi cal director's supervision and control
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