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ENROLLED
1997 Legislature HB 295

An act relating to Lee and Charlotte Counti es;
anendi ng chapter 96-507, Laws of Florida, the
Gasparilla Island Bridge Authority Act;
revising the powers and duties of the authority
to elimnate the requirenent that electors

aut horize the maxi mumtoll and maxi mum ad
valoremtax in a single vote of the electors;
elimnating the requirenent that the proceeds
of tolls and ad val oremtaxes may only be used
for certain purposes; providing an effective
dat e.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Subsections (3), (13), and (21) of section
6 of chapter 96-507, Laws of Florida, are anended to read:

Section 6. POMNERS AND DUTI ES OF AUTHORI TY. - - The
authority shall have the followi ng powers and duties, in
addition to and suppl enenting other powers granted in this act
and powers granted to authorities by general |aw

(3) To fix, nodify, charge and collect toll rates and
user fees frompersons for the use of the bridge and causeway
system at such levels as the authority deens appropriate
regardl ess of the costs associated with the bridge and
causeway system provided, however, in no event shall tolls
for autonobiles exceed $5.00 per roundtrip for a period of 10
years after the effective date of this special act. The
authority shall be subject to the provisions of s. 338.165,
Florida Statutes, authorizing the continuation of tolls except
that the authority may use any remaining toll revenue after
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payrments for debt service and the annual cost of operation
nmai nt enance, and i nprovenent of the bridge and causeway only

for the purposes enunerated in this act. Fhe—authorty—rmay
b " Lo N I . o
o I I " I . ey . I I
o I I I . 43 e f
etectors—

(13) The authority may assess and i npose upon lands in
the district ad val oremtaxes of no greater than 2 mlls of
assessed val ue per year, as provided by this act and chapter
197, Florida Statutes. The authority may only inpose ad
valoremtaxes if both of the follow ng conditions are net:

(a) Following a referendumin which a majority of the
el ectors of the district voting in the election approve of the
| evy of the—waxiwum ad val orem t ax authorized—under—this
stbsecti-on—and—the—raximum-totH—authoerized—under—subsection

3)-

(b) The authority determines that the bridge tolls
being collected may be insufficient to repair, replace, or
mai ntain the bridge and causeway.

The authority may conduct a special election, if necessary, in
order to seek voter approval of the ad valoremtax |evy and

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
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