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Fl ori da Senate - 1998 CS for SB 306

By the Committee on Education and Senators Grant and Lee

304-719-98
A bill to be entitled

An act relating to educational fees; anending
ss. 239.117, 240.235, 240.35, F.S.; revising
the effective date of certain fee exenptions
that are provided for students who are pl aced
in foster care or in an independent |iving
arrangenent or who are adopted fromthe
Departnent of Children and Fam |y Servi ces;
anendi ng s. 240.289, F.S.; authorizing the use
of credit card, charge card, and debit card
payrments for tuition and fees w thout a service
fee or surcharge; providing for retroactive
application; providing an effective date.

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. Paragraph (c) of subsection (4) of section
239.117, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

239. 117 Postsecondary student fees.--

(4) The followi ng students are exenpt fromthe paynment
of registration, matriculation, and | aboratory fees:

(c) A student for whomthe state is paying a foster
care board paynent pursuant to s. 409.145(3) or pursuant to
parts 11l and V of chapter 39, for whomthe pernmanency
pl anni ng goal pursuant to part V of chapter 39 is long-term
foster care or independent living, or who is adopted fromthe
Department of Children and Family Services after May 5
Pecerber—3%, 1997. Such exenption includes fees associated
with enrollnment in college-preparatory instruction and
conpl etion of the college-level comrunication and conputation
skills testing program Such exenption shall be available to
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any student adopted fromthe Departnent of Children and Family
Services after May 5 Peeenber—3%, 1997; however, the exenption
shall be valid for no nore than 4 years after the date of
graduation from hi gh school

Section 2. Paragraph (a) of subsection (5) of section
240.235, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 235 Fees.--

(5)(a) Any student for whomthe state is paying a
foster care board paynent pursuant to s. 409.145(3) or parts
Il and V of chapter 39, for whomthe permanency pl anni ng goa
pursuant to part V of chapter 39 is long-termfoster care or
i ndependent living, or who is adopted fromthe Departnment of
Children and Fanmily Services after May 5 Becerber—3%, 1997,
shal |l be exenpt fromthe paynent of all undergraduate fees,

i ncluding fees associated with enrollnent in

col | ege-preparatory instruction or conpletion of college-Ievel
communi cati on and conputation skills testing prograns. Before
a fee exenption can be given, the student shall have applied
for and been denied financial aid, pursuant to s. 240.404,

whi ch woul d have provided, at a mninum paynent of al

under graduate fees. Such exenption shall be available to any
student adopted fromthe Departnent of Children and Family
Services after May 5 Peeenber—3%, 1997; however, the exenption
shall be valid for no nore than 4 years after the date of
graduation from hi gh school

Section 3. Paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of section
240.35, Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

240.35 Student fees.--Unless otherw se provided, the
provisions of this section apply only to fees charged for
college credit instruction | eading to an associ ate degr ee,

i ncludi ng col | ege-preparatory courses defined in s. 239.105.
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1 (2)(a) Any student for whomthe state is paying a

2| foster care board paynent pursuant to s. 409.145(3) or parts
3|11l and V of chapter 39, for whomthe permanency pl anni ng goa
4 | pursuant to part V of chapter 39 is long-termfoster care or

5| independent living, or who is adopted fromthe Departnent of

6| Children and Fam |y Services after May 5 Beeenber—3%, 1997,

7 | shall be exenpt fromthe paynent of all undergraduate fees,

8 | including fees associated with enrollnment in

9| coll ege-preparatory instruction or conpletion of the

10 | col Il ege-1 evel conmmunication and conputation skills testing

11 | program Before a fee exenption can be given, the student

12 | shall have applied for and been denied financial aid, pursuant
13| to s. 240.404, which would have provided, at a m ni mum

14 | paynent of all student fees. Such exenption shall be available
15| to any student adopted fromthe Departnment of Children and

16 | Fam |y Services after May 5 Peeenber—3%, 1997; however, the
17 | exenption shall be valid for no nore than 4 years after the
18 | date of graduation from high school

19 Section 4. Section 240.289, Florida Statutes, is

20 | anended to read:

21 240.289 Credit card, charge card, and debit card use
22 | in university system authority.--The several universities in
23| the State University Systemare authorized, notwithstanding
24 | pursuant—to s. 215.322, to enter into agreenents and accept

25| credit card, charge card, or debit card paynents as

26 | conpensation for goods, services, tuition, and fees in

27 | accordance with rules established by the Board of Regents. The
28 | rules of the board shall allow the universities to accept

29 | credit card, charge card, or debit card paynents for tuition
30 | nonresident tuition, and fees without collecting a service fee
31| or surcharge
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1 Section 5. This act shall take effect July 1, 1998,

2 | except that this section and sections 1-3 of this act shal

3| take effect upon beconing a | aw and shall apply retroactively

4| to May 5, 1997.
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6 STATEMENT OF SUBSTANTI AL CHANGES CONTAI NED | N

. CONNITTEEsgugggITUTE FOR
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9| The Commttee Substitute differs from Senate Bill 306 in that
it would authorize children who were adopted fromthe

10 | Departnent of Children and Fanilies between May 6, 1997, and

cenber 31, 1997, to be exenpt fromall fees for_ their
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12 | current exenption fromfees as well. ’
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