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By Representative Casey

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to Alachua County; providing

3 for the relief of Matthew Wite; providing for

4 an appropriation to conpensate himfor injuries

5 and damages sustained as a result of the

6 negl i gence of the Al achua County Sheriff's

7 Departnent; providing an effective date

8

9 WHEREAS, on Novenber 5, 1988, at approxinately 4:00

10| a.m, Matthew Wiite was injured when his notorcycle struck a
11 | horse that was being chased at night by a City of Waldo police
12 | officer, and

13 WHEREAS, the City of Wal do police officer had been

14 | di spatched by the Al achua County Sheriff's Departnent to a

15 ] location in Al achua County to investigate and "handle" a CB
16 | radio report that there was a horse | oose on U S. H ghway 301
17 | north of Wl do, and

18 WHEREAS, a civilian passerby who was attenpting to

19 | assist the City of Waldo police officer described the events
20| leading up to the accident as a "lights-off sneak attack" on
21| the horse in the nedian of the divided hi ghway, and
22 WHEREAS, the City of Waldo police officer driving the
23| police cruiser, with the civilian witness seated on the hood
24 | of the police cruiser, eased up to the horse, which they had
25 | been chasing for nearly a mle, back and forth across H ghway
26| 301, in an attenpt to secure the horse by the civilian
27 | attenpting to place his arns around the neck of the horse, and
28 WHEREAS, this attenpt to secure the horse was taking
29 | place as Matthew White approached the area on his notorcycle,
30| and
31
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WHEREAS, this nmethod of attenpting to secure the horse
spooked the horse one final tine, causing the horse to run out
into the highway and into the notorcycle traveling north
within the awful speed linit, operated by Lieutenant Mtthew
VWiite, a Florida National Guard Oficer and a student at the
University of Florida, and

WHEREAS, the City of Waldo police officer had turned
off the blue lights, headlights, and flashers on the police
crui ser, and

WHEREAS, upon inpact with the horse, Matthew Wiite was
thrown over 100 feet fromthe notorcycle he was operating and
| anded in a ditch, and

WHEREAS, Matthew Wiite sustai ned conplete, or nearly
conplete, tears of all four of the liganents that hold the
| ower leg to the upper leg at the knee, and

WHEREAS, Dr. MFarland, the orthopedi st at Shands
Teaching Hospital, testified that it would not have been
unconmon for Matthew Wiite to have lost his leg as a result of
the injuries he sustained, and

VWHEREAS, Dr. MFarland and his staff were able to
reattach the torn liganents in Matthew Wiite's | eg over the
course of a year of surgery, and

WHEREAS, wi th subsequent surgical procedures, Matthew
White was eventually able to regain sone use of his |leg, and

WHEREAS, Matthew White received a 20 percent pernanent
i mpai rnent fromDr. MFarland, however, his |l eg was so
impaired that he was within 1 percentage point of the degree
of inpairnment which would require mandatory nedi cal di scharge
fromthe United States Arny, and

WHEREAS, Matthew White's goal inlife was to serve as a
full-tine active duty mlitary officer, and

2
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1 WHEREAS, Matthew White attended the Georgia Mlitary

2 | Acadeny for 2 years, and

3 WHEREAS, followi ng his attendance at Georgia Mlitary
4 | Acadeny, Matthew Wihite received an early conmission as a

5| Second Lieutenant in the United States Arny, and

6 WHEREAS, the programrequired himto serve in a

7 | National Guard or Arny Reserve troop unit during the last 2

8 | years of his college enroll nent so that he could enter federa
9 | active duty upon graduation, and

10 WHEREAS, the accident of Novenber 5, 1988, the injuries
11 | sustained by Matthew Wiite as a result of the accident, and
12 | the recuperation fromthose injuries put Matthew Wite

13 | seriously behind in his obligation to conplete college within
14 | that tinme period, and to receive his Oficer's Basic Trai ning,
15 | and

16 WHEREAS, Matthew Wihite was nedically disabled for a

17 | year and a half followi ng the accident, and was finally called
18| to active duty for his Oficer's Basic Training Course as a
19 | result of Operation Desert Storm and

20 WHEREAS, Matthew White was rejected for active duty

21| following Desert Stormand the conpletion of his Engi neer

22| O ficer Basic Course, and

23 WHEREAS, the ROTC Senior Mlitary Instructor who was
24 | called as an expert witness in this case stated that Mtthew
25| Wiite effectively lost his opportunity to conpete as an

26 | Engineer Oficer in the United States Arny in both the active
27 | conponent and the reserve conponent, and

28 WHEREAS, Matthew White is now di scharged fromthe

29| United States Arny, and

30
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1 VWHEREAS, as a result of the accident of Novenber 5,

2] 1988, Matthew White sustained serious injury that fornmed the
3| basis of legal action brought by Matthew Wite, and

4 WHEREAS, following trial on this matter, a judgnment was
5| returned by the jury in the amount of $489, 942. 65, and

6 WHEREAS, a subsequent award for costs and the anount of
7 | the judgnent was entered in the anpbunt of $501, 116.19, and

8 WHEREAS, a total of $55,000 was paid fromFlorida Risk
9 | Managenent toward the settlenent, and $45, 000 has been paid on
10 | behalf of the Gty of Waldo in settlenent of the claimprior
11| to the trial in this action, and

12 WHEREAS, the verdict returned by the jury assessed 100
13 | percent liability for the accident upon the Al achua County

14 | Sheriff's Departnent, and

15 WHEREAS, there renmins due and unpaid the sum of

16 | $401, 116. 19, NOW THEREFORE

17

18 | Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

19
20 Section 1. The facts stated in the preanble to this
21| act are found and declared to be true.
22 Section 2. The Alachua County Sheriff's Departnent is
23 | authorized and directed to appropriate fromfunds of the
24 | sheriff's departnent not otherw se appropriated and to draw a
25 | warrant in the sumof $401, 116.19 payable to Matthew Wiite as
26 | conpensation for injuries and damages sustai ned due to the
27 | negligence of the Alachua County Sheriff's Departnent.
28 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon becoming a
29 | l aw.
30
31
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