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CS/ HB 3145, Second Engrossed

Abill to be entitled
An act relating to health care; creating s.
381.0045, F.S.; creating the "Targeted Qutreach
for Pregnant Wnen Act of 1998"; providing
purpose; requiring the Departnent of Health to
establish a pilot program providing
requirenments; requiring interimand fina
reports; providing appropriations; repealing s.
206.606(1)(c) relating to the distribution of
certain proceeds with respect to notor fue
taxes; providing effective dates.

VWHEREAS, Fl orida ranks second in the nation in the
nunber of fenale AIDS cases and pediatric Al DS cases, and

WHEREAS, approximtely 700 H V-exposed wonen give birth
each year in Florida, and

WHEREAS, the adninistration of Zidovudine (AZT) to
pregnant HI V-exposed wonen can reduce the rate of
not her-to-child transm ssion by as nuch as two-thirds, while
without it approximtely 210 of the 700 babies born to
Hl V- exposed worren in Florida would test positive for HV, and

WHEREAS, thousands of infants born each year in Florida
are identified as prenatally substance-exposed, and

WHEREAS, the effect on a fetus fromdrugs can result in
a lifetinme of devastating physical and nental problens for the
child, and

WHEREAS, the lifetine cost of treating an H V-infected
i nfant can be as high as $200, 000, and the cost of caring for
drug- exposed i nfants can be as high as $65, 000, wth special
cl asses for substance-exposed children costing approximately
$17, 000 per year, and
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WHEREAS, there is a strong need to reach out to
pregnant wonen who do not seek prenatal care, substance abuse
treatnent, or HV testing due to poverty, |ack of
transportation, |ack of education, lack of health insurance,
fear of |egal consequences, fear of donestic violence, and
fear of losing their child, and

WHEREAS, preventing perinatally transmtted HV
i nfection and substance exposure depends on maxi nm zing the
opportunities for pregnant wonen to learn their HV status, to
be offered and receive preventive AZT therapy, and to gain
access to drug treatnent and other health and social services
for thenselves and their infants, NON THEREFORE

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Section 381.0045, Florida Statutes, is

created to read
381. 0045 Targeted outreach for pregnant wonen. --

(1) This section may be cited as the "Targeted
Qutreach for Pregnant Wonen Act of 1998."
(2) It is the purpose of this section to establish a

targeted outreach program for high-risk pregnant wonen who nay

not seek proper prenatal care, who suffer from substance abuse

problens, or who are infected with human i munodefi ci ency

virus (HV), and to provide these wonen with links to nuch

needed services and infornation
(3) Effective Cctober 1, 1998, the Departnent of
Health shall establish a 2-year pilot programto provide

outreach services to high-risk pregnant wonen, based in county

health departnents in the five counties with the highest rates

of HV infection in pregnant wonen and the | argest proportion
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of substance-exposed newborns. These counties shall include

Dade, Broward, Pal m Beach, Hill sborough, and Orange Counti es.
(4) The departnent shall:
(a) Conduct outreach progranms through contracts with,

grants to, or other working rel ati onshi ps with persons or

entities where the target population is likely to be found.

(b) Provide outreach that is peer-based, culturally

sensitive, and perforned in a nonjudgnental manner

(c) Encourage high-risk pregnant wonen of unknown

status to be tested for H V.

(d) Educate wonen not receiving prenatal care as to

t he benefits of such care.

(e) Provide H V-infected pregnant wonen with

information so they can nmake an i nforned decisi on about the
use of Zidovudi ne (AZT).
(f) Link wonen with substance abuse treatnent, when

avail able, and act as a liaison with Healthy Start coalitions,

children's nedical services, Ryan Wite-funded providers, and

ot her services of the Departnent of Health.

(g) Provide continued oversite to H V-exposed

newbor ns.
(5) The types of entities the departnent i s encouraged

to contract with, provide grants to, or enter into other

working relationships with may include, but are not limted

to, faith-based organi zati ons, acadenic institutions,

religious organizations, nonprofit conmunity centers, and

ot her social-services-related entities.

Section 2. The Departnent of Health shall conpile and

anal yze the risk information collected by the targeted

outreach progranms and other services of the Departnent of

Health, including Healthy Start coalitions, children's nedica
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1| services, and Ryan Wite-funded providers, and subnmit to the
2 | Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and the
3| President of the Senate an interimreport by Decenber 1, 1999,
4] and a final report by Decenber 1, 2000, that includes, but is
5| not linted to:
6 (1) The nunber of pregnant wonen and infants
7]identified as at potential risk of HV infection or substance
8 | abuse.
9 (2) The nunber of pregnant wonen and i nfants who
10 | recei ve outreach services.
11 (3) The demand for services and unnet need for
12 | services for the identified target groups.
13 (4) An assessnent of the program s success in reaching
14 | high-risk pregnant wonen and providing these wonen and their
15| infants with nuch needed services and information
16 (5) Recommendations regardi ng whether the program
17 | should be continued or expanded statew de, the funding
18 | necessary to continue or expand the program and any
19 | additional efforts that are necessary to nmaxim ze the success
20| of the program
21 Section 3. There is hereby appropriated a | unp sum of
22 |$15, 600, 000 from the Tobacco Settlenment Trust Fund and
23 |$1, 400,000 from non-recurring General Revenue for the
24 | foll owi ng
25
26 | Inplenentation of the act; to replace the Tanpa Branch Health
27 | Laboratory; for construction/renovation of the Hendry County
28 | Health Departnent; the Healthy Mons and Heal t hy Babi es
29 | facility at the University of South Florida; and for the
30| Center for Urban Transportation Research at the University of
31| South Florida.
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Section 4. Effective July 1, 1998, paragraph (c) of

subsection (1) of section 206.606, Florida Statutes, as

anended by chapter 96-321, Laws of Florida, is hereby

r epeal ed

Section 5. This act shall take effect October 1, 1998,
except that this section and section 4 of this act shall take
effect July 1, 1998.
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