Fl ori da House of Representatives - 1998 HB 3155
By Representative Ml er

1 Abill to be entitled

2 An act relating to the Florida Bright Futures

3 Schol arshi p Program anendi ng ss. 240.40205 and

4 240. 40206, F.S.; revising acadenic eligibility

5 requirements for receipt of a Florida Acadenic

6 Schol ars award or a Florida Merit Schol ars

7 award; requiring the Departnent of Education to

8 establish certain standards; anending s.

9 240. 40207, F.S.; revising acadenic eligibility

10 requirements for transfer froma Florida Gold

11 Seal Vocational Scholars award to a Florida

12 Merit Schol ars award; providing an effective

13 dat e.

14

15| Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
16

17 Section 1. Subsection (1) of section 240.40205

18 | Florida Statutes, is anended to read:

19 240. 40205 Florida Acadeni ¢ Schol ars award. - -

20 (1) A student is eligible for a Florida Acadenic

21| Scholars award if the student neets the general eligibility
22 | requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship

23 | Program and t he student:

24 (a) Has achieved a 3.5 wei ght ed uaweighted grade point
25| average on a 4.0 scale, or its equivalent, in high schoo

26 | courses that are adopted by the Board of Regents and

27 | recommended by the State Board of Comrunity Coll eges as

28 | col | ege-preparatory acadeni c courses which courses shall be
29 | wei ghted according to standards established by the Departnent
30 | of Education; and

31
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(b) Has attained at |east the score identified by
rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba
and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Col |l ege Entrance Exam nation, or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program or

(c) Has attended a hone education program according to
s. 232.02(4) during grades 11 and 12, and has attai ned at
| east the score identified by rules of the Departnent of
Education on the conbi ned verbal and quantitative parts of the
Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the Coll ege
Ent rance Exami nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican
Col | ege Testing Program or

(d) Has been awarded an International Baccal aureate
Di ploma fromthe International Baccal aureate Office; or

(e) Has been recognized by the nerit or achi evenent
prograns of the National Merit Schol arship Corporation as a
schol ar or finalist.

Ef fective with the 1998-1999 school year, a student nust
conpl ete a program of conmunity service work, as approved by
the district school board or the adm nistrators of a nonpublic
school, which shall include a m ni nrumof 75 hours of service
work and require the student to identify a social problemthat
interests himor her, develop a plan for his or her persona
i nvol venrent in addressing the problem and, through papers or
ot her presentations, evaluate and reflect upon his or her
experi ence.

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 240.40206,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:
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240. 40206 Florida Merit Schol ars award. - -

(1) A student is eligible for a Florida Merit Scholars
award if the student neets the general eligibility
requirenents for the Florida Bright Futures Schol arship
Program and t he student:

(a) Has achi eved a an—unwetghted—gradepoint—average

of 3.0 wei ghted grade point average on a 4.0 scale, or the

equi val ent, in high school courses that are adopted by the
Board of Regents and reconmended by the State Board of
Community Col |l eges as col |l ege-preparatory acadeni c courses
whi ch courses shall be wei ghted according to standards

establ i shed by the Departnent of Education; and

(b) Has attained at |east the score identified by
rul es of the Departnent of Education on the conbi ned verba
and quantitative parts of the Scholastic Aptitude Test, the
Schol astic Assessnent Test, or the recentered Schol astic
Assessnent Test of the Col |l ege Entrance Exam nation, or an
equi val ent score on the Anerican Coll ege Testing Program or

(c) Has attended a hone education program according to
s. 232.02(4) during grades 11 and 12, and has attai ned at
| east the score identified by rules of the Departnent of
Education on the conbi ned verbal and quantitative parts of the
Schol astic Aptitude Test, the Schol astic Assessnent Test, or
the recentered Schol astic Assessnent Test of the College
Entrance Exami nation, or an equival ent score on the Anerican
Col | ege Testing Program

Section 3. Subsection (4) of section 240.40207,
Fl orida Statutes, is anended to read:

240. 40207 Florida Gold Seal Vocational Schol ars
award. --The Florida Gold Seal Vocational Scholars award is
created within the Florida Bright Futures Schol arshi p Program
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to recogni ze and reward academ ¢ achi evenent and vocationa
preparation by high school students who wish to continue their
educat i on.

(4) A student may earn a Florida Gold Seal Vocationa
Schol arship for 110 percent of the nunber of credit hours
required to conplete the program up to 90 credit hours or the
equivalent. A Florida Gold Seal Scholar who has a cunul ative
grade point average of 3.0 275 in all postsecondary education
work attenpted and neets the testing requirenent for the
Florida Merit Scholars award specified in s. 240.40206(1) (b)
may apply for a Florida Merit Scholars award at any renewal

period. All other provisions of that program apply, and the
credit-hour limtation nust be cal cul ated by subtracting from
the student's total eligibility the nunber of credit hours the
student attenpted while earning the Gold Seal Vocationa
Schol ar shi p.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1 of the
year in which enacted.
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HOUSE SUMVARY

Wth respect to the Florida Bright Futures. Schol arship
Program revises certain academic eligibility
requirenments for receipt or transfer of awards.
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